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Podilia Village in 1944: Social and Economic Situation

Abstract. The aim of the article is to analyze and characterize the social and economic
processes in Vinnytsia region agriculture, which accompanied the Soviet regime restoration after the
region was liberated from the German-Romanian occupation in 1944. The research methodology is
based on a combination of general scientific principles of analysis, synthesis, generalization and special-
historical principles of historical-criticism, historical-systematic and specific-problematic research,
quantitative methods with the principles of historicism, systematics, and scientific verification. The
scientific novelty of the work lies primarily in the fact that the author researched and analyzed new
sources, critically examined Soviet party documents of the stated time and revealed the characteristics of
the social and economic situation in the Podilia village after the restoration of Stalin's regime and
collective farming. Conclusions. The restoration of the colonial communist Soviet regime in the Vinnytsia
region did not improve the social and economic situation for the collective farm peasantry. On top of the
material and human losses inflicted by the German-Romanian occupation and military operations of the
warring parties, there was added a strict exploitative policy of state procurement, and forced relocation of
the population to Crimea and Donbass, which further weakened Podilia village. Some aspects of the
problem need further study and research of archival documents of the time.

Key words: Soviet regime, collective farm peasantry, procurement, mobilization, labor force,
relocation, personnel, moods.

The problem statement. The publications devoted to Vinnytsia region agriculture in 1944 reveal
mostly the material and human losses of the rural population in the Vinnytsia region caused by the
Second World War. Much less attention is paid to the social and economic processes that accompanied
the restoration of communist Soviet rule in the Vinnytsia region, and the conditions in which this took
place.

Analysis of sources and recent publications. The state of agriculture in the Vinnytsia region in
1944 has not been the subject of a comprehensive study yet, although some issues have been partially
discussed in the scientific literature. Thus, the peculiarities of postwar Ukraine development are analyzed
in the works of M. Koval [Koval, 1990], O. Bazhan [Bazhan, 2005], V. Baran and V. Danylenko
[Baran & Danilenko, 1999]. The researchers V. Kononenko [Kononenko, 2005a] and O. Koliastruk
[Koliastruk, 2012] partly characterized everyday life of Ukrainian peasants in the postwar period. Some
aspects of tax policy for the collective farm peasantry is considered in the article by B. Romaniuk
[Romaniuk, 2016]. O. Melnychuk and T. Melnychuk offered a thorough study of Podilia peasantry’s
everyday life in the period of late Stalinism on the material of a separate village [Melnychuk, O. &
Melnychuk, T., 2020]. This paper uses the data obtained in the Vinnytsia region State Archives as the
base source for research.

The purpose of the article is to analyze new archival sources to examine social and economic
conditions of the Podilia collective farm village in 1944.

The results of the research. The Ukrainian National Liberation Revolution of 1917-1921, the
New Economic Policy and repressions against nationally conscious Ukrainians in the 1920s,
collectivization, the Holodomor-Genocide, political repressions against the Ukrainian peasantry, World
War Il — all these events took place in a very short period in history, within the lifespan of one generation
— from 1929 to 1945. It is in this context, in our opinion, that the situation in the Ukrainian / Podilia village
in the early postwar years should be considered: these years saw the resumption of the colonial policy
towards Ukraine, introduced after the liquidation of the Ukrainian Peoples’ Republic and the occupation of
this territory by the Red Army in 1920-1921. In 1941-1944, the Soviet occupation regime was substituted
by the German-Romanian, that had actually the same goal as the previous one: to pump out as many
resources as possible. However, the Ukrainian peasants felt that it was easier to survive “under the
Germans and the Romanians” than “under Stalin.” The main reason for this was clear: private property.
Though very limited, private property in 1941-1944 still gave more chances for peasants to survive by
working much of their time for themseves, which was considered a crime and was punishable under the
Stalin regime.

With the liberation of the Vinnytsia region from the German-Romanian occupiers, the situation of
the peasantry didn’t change much. The village, which even before the German-Soviet war in 1941 was in



a state of poverty in all respects, had to return to the old Stalinist collective farm rules that became even
harsher due to the ongoing war which still required enormous resources.

The situation in the Vinnytsia region villages after the return of the Soviet regime is to some
extent reflected in the “Concise economic reference of the Vinnytsia region”, which contains general
figures at the time of liberation and compares them with the pre-war years. Thus, the rural population of
the region decreased by 478,483 thousand people compared to 1939. The number of state farms, in
comparison with January 1, 1941, increased by 1 — from 43 to 44, and the number of collective farms
decreased by 20 — from 1959 to 1939. The number of machine and tractor stations remained unchanged
— 84. The number of collective farm households in the region increased slightly during the years of the
German-Romanian occupation — from 463,766 to 490,629 [SAV&R, F. P-136. Op. 21. Ref. 76. Arc. 1].

Sowing areas were significantly reduced. If the 1940 harvest was grown on 1,816,887 hectares,
in 1944 the figure was 1,397,147 hectares [SAV&R. F. P-136. Op. 21. Ref. 76. Arc. 1]. This created
extraordinary conditions in the Vinnytsia region, which threatened it with a humanitarian catastrophe,
especially in the conditions of the war.

Conclusions. The consequences of German-Soviet war and German-Romanian occupation
significantly worsened the social and economic situation in the Vinnytsia district. Significant human
casualties and decrease in the population of the region, destruction of the already weak material and
technical base of collective farms were the consequences of the management of the new occupants.
1944 was characterized by a significant reduction in livestock, especially cows and horses, which could to
some extent replace the technique. The personnel support of collective farms was unsatisfactory. . . .
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lMaeno Kpas4yeHko
BiHHUUBKMI OepxxaBHUIA NefaroriyHui yHiBepceuteT imeHi Muxanna KoutobuHcebkoro
KaHAMAaT iCTOPUYHUX HayK, OOLEHT

Moginbcbke ceno y 1944 p.: couianbHO-eKOHOMiYHE CTaHOBMULLE

AHomauissi. Memoro cmammi € aHasi3 | xapakmepucmuka couiaslbHO-eKOHOMIYHUX rpouecie y
CinlbcbKoMy 2ocriofapcmei BiHHUYYUHU, WO Ccyrnpoeodxxysarsu 8iOHOBIIEHHSI COBEMCBHKO20 PEXUMY MiC/Is
38iribHEHHS obniacmi y 1944 p. 6i0 HiMeubKo-pyMyHCbKUX OKyrnaHmie. Memodonoziss 0ocnidxeHHs
rpyHmMyembcsi Ha r0€OHaHH| 3a2allbHOHayKo8UX [PUHYUie aHanidy, CcuHmesy, y3a2allbHeHHsI ma
crieyiaibHO-ICMOPUYHUX — iCMOPUKO-KPUMUYHO20, iCIMOPUKO-CUCMEMHO20, KOHKPEMHO-mpobrieMHoz20,
KifIbKiCHO20 3 ApuHyunamu icmopusmMmy, cucmeMHOCMI, Haykogocmi ma sepudpikayii. Haykoea Hogu3Ha
pobomu nonsecae nepedyciM y momy, w0 asmop Ha OCHO8i AoCniOXeHHA ma aHanidy Hosux Oxeper,
KpUMU4YHO20 OCMUCIIEHHSI NapmiliHO-coeemcbKux OGOKyMeHmie miei 00bu po3Kpue xapakmepHi pucu
coujiarnibHO-eKOHOMIYHOI cumyauii, Wwo cknanacb y noldinbCbKOMYy cesli 3 8iOHOBIEHHSAM CmarliHCbKO20
pexumy ma  KOJIeKMUBHO20  20crnodaptosaHHs. BucHogku. BiOHO8MEHHSI  KOJIOHIanbHO20
KOMYHICMUYHO20 COBEMCHKO20 PEeXUMY Ha BiHHUYYUHI HE 3MIHUMIO Ha Kpawie coujaribHO-eKOHOMIYHY
cumyauito 011 KoneocrnHoz20 cenissHemea. o mamepianbHUXx ma Ji0CbKUX empam, HaHEeCeHUX
HIMeUBbKO-PYMYHCbKUMU  OKyraHmamu, iliCbKogUuMU oriepauyissMu  80po2ytoHux cmopiH, dodanacs
JKOpCmKa 8U3UCKysaslbHa rofimuka 0ep)asHuUX 3az2omieersib, NPpuMyCco8UX repecesieHb HaceseHHs 00
Kpumy ma Ha [oHb6ac, ska we 6inbwe 3Hecununa nodinbcbke cenno. Okpemi acriekmu rnpobrnemu
nompebyroms 1odarnbuio2o 8USBHEHHS LWISIXOM O0CIOXeHb apXigHUX OOKYMeHMI8 moao Yacy.

Knroqoei cnoea: coeemchbKuli pexuM, KOM20CrHe cenisHemeo, 3azomieni, mobinisauis, poboya
curna, nepecesieHHs, kadpu, Hacmpoi.



