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Abstract

This article analyses the concept of academic integrity in terms of quality culture. The aim is to contribute to the
competitiveness of European education by ensuring its quality through the awareness of the need to develop a culture and
disseminate best practices in this area. It is widely acknowledged that academic integrity is currently facing a crisis, which
can be attributed to the increasing availability and use of online information resources and technologies that allow for the
free dissemination of intellectual property results to the Ukrainian scientific and educational community. The Guidelines
for Higher Education Institutions to Support the Principles of Academic Integrity cover the mechanism for maintaining
academic integrity in Ukraine. These guidelines are based on six main blocks and were developed as part of the SAIUP
Project for Promoting Academic Integrity in Ukraine with the support of the US Embassy. The analysis of international
experience demonstrates that developing practical skills for high-quality academic writing is a complex process that
requires constant and persistent effort. This text considers and analyses the principles of successful academic writing
training. Academic integrity is widely recognised as a fundamental aspect of personal development, character stability,
and moral consistency. This text presents ways to improve academic integrity in the preparation of written works by
higher education students.
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HoTpuMaHHS IPUHLIUIIIB aKaIeMiYHO1 JOOPOYECHOCTi B OCBITHBO-
HayKkoBoMy cepepnoBuiili 3BO

Csitnana I'y6ina, BanenTuna @puniok, Jlrogmuina MensHUK

BiHHMIBKUI gep>KaBHUH NefaroriyHui yHiBepcuTeT iMeHi Muxaiina KorrobrHcskoro

Anoranisa

Y cTaTTi IpoaHaNi30BaHO MOHSTTS «aKafieMiuHa JoOpoYeCHICTh» 3 OIJISIAY Ha KyJIbTYPY SIKOCTI, SIKa CIIPHSIE MiABUIIIEHHIO
KOHKYPEeHTOCIIPOMOYKHOCT] €BpOITeHChKOl OCBITH 3aBASIKM 3abe3MedeHHI0 11 IKOCTI uyepe3 yCBimOMIIeHHsT HeoOXigHOCTI
PO3BHUBATH KyJIbTYpPY i MOMIMPIOBATH HAWKPAIIWH JOCBIX y Lil raymysi. BcTaHOBIEHO, MO 0COOIMBO aKTyalbHOK KPH3a
aKkafeMiuHoi moOpovyecHOCTI MOCTana B YMOBAaX ChOTOAEHHS ¥ 3B'SI3KY i3 PO3BHUTKOM, BIPOBAIKEHHSM Ta IIUPOKUM
BUKODUCTAHHAM iHQOpMaIiiHUX iHTepHeT-pecypcCiB Ta TEXHOJOTIN AJis MOJAHHS y BUIBHOMY AOCTYII Pes3yJIbTaTiB
iHTeJIleKTyaIpHOI BJIACHOCTI cepefi yKpaiHChKOI HAYKOBOI Ta OCBITHBOI CHINBHOTH. 3'ICOBaHO, 1[0 MEXaHi3M JOTPUMAHHS
aKafeMiuHoi mobpouecHocTi B YKpaiHi i3 BpaxyBaHHSM II0JIO’KeHb [IPOEKTy CIIpHSHHS aKajaeMivHoi fo6GpodecHOCTi B
Ykpaini - SAIUP 3a nigrpumkn [loconberBa CUIA BuCBiTIeHUE Y MeTOOUYHUX PEKOMEHIALISIX AJI 3aKJIaiB BUIIOL
OCBITH 3 MIATPUMKY MPHUHIUIIB aKafeMivyHoi JOOpOYECHOCTi, B OCHOBY SIKOTO 3aKJIafeHO IIiCTh OCHOBHMX OJIOKIiB. 3a
pe3yJbTaTaMM aHali3y CBITOBOTO AOCBILY AOBENEHO, [0 HANPALIOBAHHS NMPAKTUYHUX HABUYOK SIKICHOTO aKaJeMidHOIo
OKCBMA — TO € CKJIA[IHUH MPOI(EC, OTIAHYBaHHS SKOTO NOTpebye CaMOBIOCKOHAIEHHS, TOCTIMHUX 1 HATIOJIETJIMBUX 3YCHUITb.
PosrastHyTo Ta MpoaHasi30BaHO 3acagy YCIIIIHOIO HaBYaHHA aKajeMidHOMY MucbMy. [loBemeHO, IO aKajeMidHa
DOOpOUECHICT Y CydacHOMY CBITI € THM OCHOBHMM BajKesieM, siKui Oyaye GyHOaMeHT BHYTPIIIHBOI TapMOHII JIIOUHH,
cTilikicTh 11 XapaxkTepy Ta NHOCHIZOBHICTL MopanbHoro o6pasy. IlpeacraBmeHo crmocobu MOKpalleHHs aKafeMidHOL
IoOpoUecHOCTI Mg Yac miAroToBKM 3500yBavaMy BUINOI OCBITH TMCHMOBHX PODIT.

Kirouogi ciroBa: sikicTh ocBiTH, 3a6e3ne4enHs akageMiuHol 4o6poYecHOCTI, BUII[A OCBITa, OCBITHS HisIIbHICTh, CTYIEHTH

Statement of the problem. The issue of academic
integrity in the educational environment is of great
importance in today’s society. The crisis of academic
integrity has become particularly relevant due to the
widespread use of internet information resources
and technologies that provide free access to intellec-
tual property results among the Ukrainian scientific
and educational community. These information re-
sources offer the opportunity to utilise scientific
ideas from other researchers (Dmitrenko, et al.,
2020; Gurevych, et al., 2019; Sikora, et al., 2022).

The principles of academic integrity are honesty,
trust, respect, fairness, and responsibility. These
principles should be observed by all participants in
the academic space. The lack of a deep un-
derstanding of academic integrity and the proce-

dures that ensure it is the main reason for its emer-
gence in Ukraine (Hubina, 2023; Hurevych, 2020).

Academic integrity is a fundamental principle of
state policy in the field of education and educational
activity. For instance, Article 42 of the Ukrainian
Law ‘On Education’ defines academic integrity as a
set of ethical principles and rules established by law.
These principles and rules should guide participants
in the educational process during learning, teaching,
and conducting scientific (creative) activities. The
aim is to ensure confidence in learning outcomes
and scientific (creative) achievements (Zakon
Ukrainy «Pro osvitu», zatverdzhenyi Verkhovnoiu
radoiu Ukrainy vid 05.09.2017 r. N2 2145-VIII, 2017).
Analysis of recent research and publications. To
promote academic integrity, the Ministry of Educa-
tion of Ukraine created comprehensive guidelines
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for higher education institutions in October 2018
(Metodychni rekomendatsii dlia zakladiv vyshchoi
osvity z pidtrymky pryntsypiv akademichnoi do-
brochesnosti, 2018). These guidelines were the result
of extensive discussions and debates on academic in-
tegrity. Additionally, a supplementary Extended
Glossary of Academic Integrity Terms and Con-
cepts was presented (Rozshyrenyi hlosarii terminiv
ta poniat st. 42 «Akademichna dobrochesnist» Za-
konu Ukrainy «Pro osvitu» (vid 5 veresnia 2017 r.).
The glossary provides clear and accessible defini-
tions, serving as a useful guide for both teachers and
students in higher education institutions. These ma-
terials were developed as part of the Supporting Ac-
ademic Integrity in Ukraine Project (SAIUP), with
support from the US Embassy. The Guidelines for
Higher Education Institutions to Support the Princi-
ples of Academic Integrity (Metodychni rek-
omendatsii dlia zakladiv vyshchoi osvity z pidtrymky
pryntsypiv  akademichnoi dobrochesnosti, 2018)
cover the mechanism for maintaining academic in-
tegrity in Ukraine. The guidelines are based on six
main blocks and were developed with the support of
the US Embassy as part of the SAIUP Project.

The first section is titled ‘Acquisition of competences
in academic integrity and skills of quality academic
writing by students. It discusses the competences
necessary for research and teaching staff to maintain
academic integrity, which should be mastered by
higher education students. The section also explains
methods for teaching students proper academic
writing.

The second section provides recommendations for
working with teaching staff. In particular, the ways
of motivating teachers, the requirements for them
and how to create an atmosphere of academic
integrity in the institution.

The third section is devoted to the sanctions that can
be imposed on teachers and students for violations
of academic integrity.

The fourth section provides recommendations on
the establishment of a code of academic ethics and
an ethics commission of a higher education in-
stitution to improve internal integrity procedures.
The fifth section offers guidance to institutions
regarding the requirements for written work to en-
sure academic integrity. Additionally, this section
provides methodological recommendations on how
to defend written works.

The sixth block of the Methodological Recom-
mendations is devoted to the peculiarities of check-

ing for academic plagiarism of dissertations and
their public defence (Hurevych, 2020).

The aim of the article is to analyse how participants
in the educational and research process can ensure
compliance with the principles of academic integrity
to improve the quality of education in higher
education institutions.

It is important to note that academic integrity is the
foundation of a virtuous academic environment in
higher education institutions. All members, in-
cluding research and teaching staff and students,
must understand the need to comply with the prin-
ciples of academic integrity (Gromov, et al. 2020; In-
fohrafika: taksonomiia Bluma). Academic integrity
builds trust between colleagues, employers, custom-
ers of educational and scientific services, sponsors,
grantors, and other stakeholders. The availability of
intellectual property can attract the best students,
teachers, and researchers, who will contribute to the
reputation, sustainable development, and competi-
tiveness of the higher education institution in the
educational field.

The Results of the Research. Developing practical
skills of high-quality academic writing is a complex
process that requires self-improvement, constant and
persistent efforts. Successful teaching of academic
writing should be based on the following principles:

- The inclusion of academic writing should be a
separate component in educational programmes.
Specifically, bachelors should be taught the basics of
academic writing, including the inadmissibility of
plagiarism, the ability to formulate and prove their
own thoughts and conclusions, and text formatting
in accordance with standards. Students can acquire
more advanced skills in developing their own au-
thor’s style when writing a final qualification work
(project) as full-fledged research of the chosen topic.
For postgraduate students, important issues include
academic writing in a foreign language and the
structure of scientific articles.

- Teaching academic writing within a specific
discipline should include the preparation of written
assignments. If the academic writing course is sepa-
rate, it may be taught by a different teacher. How-
ever, students should be able to apply the tools they
have mastered in this course when preparing an as-
signment in another discipline. A separate writing
course should not be perceived in isolation from the
context of another discipline and the needs of the
student within it.
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- The essence, features, and reasons for the
harmfulness (inadmissibility) of plagiarism should
be explained at the beginning of the discipline.

- It is important to pay attention to the detailed
explanation of the requirements for a written as-
signment. Provide a detailed explanation of the re-
quirements for written assignments. Vague and in-
sufficient requirements are a common complaint
among Ukrainian students.

- Sanctions for plagiarism should be imposed only
after the instructor has made sure that students
understand how to avoid plagiarism; sanctions
should be appropriate to the extent of plagiarism and
should be actually applied to most offences, other-
wise there is injustice to those who are not sanc-
tioned for integrity violations and to those who have
done their work in good faith (they receive the same
grade as the “offenders”).

- Research shows that insufficient training in the
necessary techniques for completing assignments is
a much more significant reason for plagiarism than
any intentional deception. Therefore, it is important
to provide clear explanations and learning
opportunities to students while respecting their
dignity. It is also important to avoid assuming that
students who struggle with assignments are not in-
terested in learning.

- The preparation of tasks for independent written
work should be as specific as possible. This can be
achieved by providing a narrow question for the
student to answer, specifying the methods to be
used, providing specific statistical information, or
assigning sources such as publications, videos, or
films for the student to study. Another effective ap-
proach is to assign an analysis and comparison of
two qualitative works that argue opposing points of
view on a particular issue.

- Submitting questions for the exam based on the
content of specific sources studied during the se-
mester.

- The Use of Bloom’s taxonomy in formulating tasks
of the third and higher levels; answers to tasks
formulated through verbs of the first two levels can
be easily copied from the Internet; Bloom’s system
is based on the nesting doll principle: completion of
a higher level task is possible only through master-
ing the relevant information of lower levels; that is,
if a teacher offers a task to assess certain infor-
mation, a qualitative answer to it will inevitably
show knowledge and understanding of the material
(Infohrafika: taksonomiia Bluma).

- The task requirements and assessment criteria
should be clearly explained.

- Non-standard and creative tasks should be de-
veloped, and tasks should be updated regularly.

- Examples of finished works should be provided to
higher education students, and discussions should
be held with them regarding quality and poor
academic writing.

The most effective measures for avoiding pla-
giarism are to process unique data, work with de-
tailed sources, clearly identify sources and their us-
age, correctly cite borrowed ideas or information,
and provide a moral assessment of actions in line
with professional norms.

In recent years, academic integrity in Ukraine has
become recognised by the educational and scientific
community, although it was previously a novelty.

The implementation of academic integrity prin-
ciples in Ukrainian higher education institutions
aims to enhance the quality of education and the rep-
utation of these institutions. This, in turn, will in-
crease their rating, enable recognition of university
diplomas at the European and global levels, and en-
hance the competitiveness of their graduates (Hu-
bina, 2023; Oliinyk, 2023).

Academic integrity is a crucial aspect of personal and
moral character. Higher education plays a significant
role in promoting intellectual dignity and respect for
diverse opinions and ideas through teaching and
research. This fulfils its social mission (Satsyk).
Academic integrity requires higher education
students, academic staff, and researchers to adhere
to the principles of honesty and integrity in their
work and studies. It prohibits plagiarism, cheating,
and the unauthorized use of others’ work.
According to an international study that surveyed
respondents from wvarious parts of the world,
including Ukraine, academic fraud is most prevalent
in our country, while US representatives are least
likely to engage in such misconduct (Satsyk).

To increase integrity, it is important to promote
good educational practices in higher education insti-
tutions where they have been insufficiently imple-
mented in the past. This requires meeting the fol-
lowing prerequisites:

1) Sustainable results in implementing academic
integrity norms are only achievable if the institution’s
management makes persistent efforts to promote
these values. As resolving this issue is not a quick fix,
it is insufficient for a university to simply adopt a code
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of ethics or subscribe to a plagiarism detection system
and report that the problem has been solved.

2) Academic staff should possess suitable quali-
fications in modern academic writing, knowledge of
fair and unfair teaching practices, their causes, and
tools for responding. Additionally, they should have
experience in editing texts with elements of plagia-
rism. Therefore, it is necessary to organise training
for academic staff on this issue.

3) Furthermore, it is important to motivate ac-
ademic staff to work on the basis of academic integ-
rity. The reluctance of educators to address these
concerns is not unique to Ukraine, but is also preva-
lent in many other countries.

4) One solution is to openly discuss academic in-
tegrity with colleagues. Keeping the issue silent will
not lead to a resolution. It is recommended that de-
partment colleagues regularly share their experi-
ences with implementing best practices and discuss
this matter as a team every one to two months.

5) Higher education students should be informed
about the policies of the educational institution to
foster a sense of honesty within the academic
community. It is important to explain the benefits of
integrity and motivate students to uphold the high
values of the academic community, which enable the
preservation and creation of new knowledge about
the surrounding reality.

6) The ability to plan and conduct educational
activities that effectively assist higher education
students in avoiding plagiarism.

7) The ability to identify instances of plagiarism in
texts.

To improve academic integrity when higher ed-
ucation students prepare written works, it is recom-
mended to conduct at least one intermediate review
of a draft version of the written work with feedback
and recommendations. Additionally, structuring the
work in a timely manner with intermediate checks
of each stage of'its preparation can be helpful.

- Provide students with clear criteria for evaluating
their work, enabling them to review each other’s
work objectively.

- Avoid publicly announcing to higher education
students that plagiarism has been found in their
work, as this statement can cause a defensive reac-
tion. Instead, demonstrate how to revise and check
the revised work.

- If possible, demonstrate to higher education
students the results of checking their texts in text

borrowing detection systems, which can be a useful
tool (Nikolaiev, 2018).

Academic integrity encompasses more than just
plagiarism. It is important to maintain objectivity
and avoid biased language. It involves trust, re-
sponsibility, and mutual respect within the scientific
community, where justice and honesty are crucial.
Conclusions and Prospects for Future Research. In
the context of global higher education standards,
academic integrity is a crucial tool for ensuring the
quality of higher education.

[t is essential that all participants in the educational
process accept and support the principles of
academic integrity, as this is a guarantee of a good
employment record and the foundation of a success-
ful life strategy.

In the research field, citation errors may occur due
to violations of academic ethics. Such errors can lead
to distortion of scientometric indicators of scientists
and scientific publications, thus violating the rights
of the real authors.

The correct citation of translations is a controversial
issue. This is because the process of translation
inevitably introduces changes in the understanding of
the text, which can distort the author’s original
position.

In some fields of knowledge, including management
and administration, it is common for Ukrainian
educators and researchers to present their pub-
lications or reviews as a collection of fragments bor-
rowed from various sources. Unfortunately, these
fragments are not always correctly formatted, even
when they are direct quotations, resulting in con-
fused references.

The concept of self-plagiarism remains controversial
in academic circles. According to Ukrainian
legislation, self-plagiarism is defined as the publica-
tion, in part or in full, of one’s own previously pub-
lished scientific results as new scientific results (Zakon
Ukrainy «Pro osvitu», zatverdzhenyi Verkhovnoiu
radoiu Ukrainy vid 05.09.2017 r. N© 2145-VIII, 2017).
Improving academic integrity requires possessing
tools and methods for monitoring its observance,
such as using regulatory documents developed by
the educational institution.

Academic responsibility measures are effective
when all participants in the educational process un-
derstand the rules, grounds, and procedures for
bringing academic responsibility. Clear and under-
standable procedures for reviewing cases and mak-
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ing decisions regarding alleged violations are crucial
for ensuring academic integrity.

Based on the above, it can be concluded that ac-
ademic integrity is a comprehensive concept. It re-
fers not only to the general corporate culture of the
higher education institution but also to the internal
culture of the individual.

Academic integrity means the ability to honestly
admit mistakes, take responsibility for learning and
research, use only verified data, avoid plagiarism,
and correctly cite the work of others.

There are six fundamental values that are important to
every researcher: honesty, trust, fairness, respect,
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