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THE EVOLUTION OF IDENTITY: FROM ANCIENT THOUGHT TO THE EARLY
MODERN PERIOD

To fully understand the notion of identity it is essential to trace its origins back to ancient times.
The evolution of identity has been influenced by a wide range of intellectual, cultural, and social forces,
and examining its historical development makes it possible to appreciate the complexity and depth of this
concept.

The origins of the concept of identity can be traced back to ancient Greek philosophy, where
Parmenides, Heraclitus, Plato, and Aristotle attempted to answer questions about the nature of identity. In
the medieval periods Christian theologians such as Augustine of Hippo, Anselm of Canterbury, Thomas
Aquinas and others were thinking about identity through the lens of the soul, salvation, and divine purpose.
The identity of a person was seen as something that was rooted in the relationship between the individual
and God.

The Renaissance marked a shift in how identity was viewed. The rise of humanism, a cultural and
intellectual movement, emphasized the value and dignity of the individual. Thinkers like Petrarch,
Machiavelli, Erasmus and others began to focus more on human nature and personal development,
encouraging individuals to explore their personal identity through introspection and self-examination.

The Enlightenment brought about a more rational and empirical approach to identity. For instance,
John Locke argued that personal identity was tied to the continuity of consciousness and memory rather
than to the soul or body. His theory helped lay the groundwork for modern psychological approaches to
identity, focusing on the individual’s inner life and self-awareness.

By understanding the roots of identity it is possible to gain a more comprehensive view of the self
and how it has been constructed, both individually and collectively, throughout history.

Key words: identity, soul, change, the self.

J171 MOBHOTO PO3yMiHHS MMOHATTS 1A€HTHYHOCTI, SIKOIO BOHA € CHOTOJTHI, BAYKIIUBO MPOCTEXUTH il
BUTOKM 3 HaWJaBHIIIUX YaciB. EBOIONISA IJEHTUYHOCTI BigOyBasacs IiJi BIUIMBOM HIMPOKOTO KOJia
IHTEJIeKTyaJbHUX, KYJbTYPHHUX 1 COLIaJIbHUX CHJI, & BUBYEHHS il iCTOPUYHOTO PO3BUTKY A€ MOKIUBICTD
OIIIHUTH CKJIAAHICTH i TITHOWHY IIHOTO TOHSTTSL.

Butoku KoHIENIil iAEHTHYHOCTI MOYKHA TPOCTSKHTH B MaBHBOTPENbKid (dimocodii, me
[lapmenin, D'epaximit, [lmatoH Ta ApucToTenp HaMaraiucs BiJNOBICTM HA NHUTAHHSA IPO TPUPOAY
IMEHTUYHOCTI. Y CepeaHBOBIUYI XPHUCTHUSHCHKI OorocioBm, Taki sSK ABryctuH bnaxkennuii, ®oma
AKBIHCBKUI Ta iHII, pO3MIANANM 1CHTHYHICTH Yepe3 NpU3My JyIi, CIaciHHA Ta OO0XKECTBEHHOTO
NpU3HAYCHHS. [JICHTUYHICTD JIFOJJUHH PO3TIISAANacs K M0Ch, IO BKOPIHEHE Y BITHOCHHAX MiX JIFOJIMHOIO
i borom.

Enoxa BigpokeHHst o3HaMeHyBaia 3MiHy y NOTJISAAX Ha iI€HTHYHICTb. 3pOCTaHHS T'yMaHi3My,
KyJbTYpHOTO Ta iHTEJNEKTyaJbHOTO PyXy HArojolIyBajJO Ha LIHHOCTI Ta TigHOCTI ocobuctocTi. Taki
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muciureni, sik [lerpapka, MakiaBemni, Epasm Ta iHmii, movyainu Oiblie yBaru MpUIAUISTH JIFOACHKINA MPUPOi
Ta OCOOHMCTICHOMY PO3BHTKY, 3a0XOUYIOUH JIOJEH IOCIHIKYBaTH CBOIO OCOOMCTY iJEHTUYHICTH 4epes3
THTPOCHEKIIII0 Ta caMOaHali3.

[TpocBITHUIITBO TpWHECTO OINBII parlioHANPHAN Ta EMIPUYHHN IMMAXiA A0 1AEHTHYHOCTI.
Hanpuknan, /Ix. JIokk cTBepKyBaB, o 0cOOMCTa iIeHTHYHICTH OB’ s13aHa 3 0€31epepBHICTIO CBiIOMOCTI
Ta maM’sATi, a He 3 OymIeI0 4H TUIOM. Moro Teopis JONOMOITA 3aKIacTH OCHOBY JUISL Cy4acHHX
TICUXOJIOTIYHUX IMiIXOIB 10 1AEHTUYHOCTI, 30CEPEIKYIOUNCh Ha BHY TPIITHBOMY YKUTTi Ta CAMOCBIJOMOCTI
JFOTUHH.

Po3ymitoun KOpiHHS IIGHTUYHOCTI — YK TO B aHTHYHIH (inocodii, peniriiinii qymit, rymMaHizMi
enoxu BinpokeHHs, 4 To B po3yMiHHI [IpOCBITHHIITBA — MOKHA OTPUMATH OLIBII TOBHE YSIBICHHS PO
CaMiCTb 1 IPO Te, SIK BOHA 3MiHIOBajacs SIK Ha 1HIMBiAyaJbHOMY, TakK 1 Ha KOJIEKTUBHOMY PiBHSIX MPOTSITOM
icTopii.

Kitro4oBi cioBa: iIGHTUYHICTS, IyIlIa, 3MiHa, CaMiCTh.

Formulation of the problem. Today, identity is understood as a complex and multi-dimensional
notion that includes psychological, social, and cultural factors. However, to understand the depth of this
complexity, we must look back to its historical roots. The historical study of identity is incredibly valuable
because it allows us to trace the evolution of how individuals and societies have understood the notion of
identity over time. By examining historical perspectives on identity, scientists can gain insight into the
social, cultural, religious, and philosophical contexts that have shaped the way people perceive themselves
and others. For example, exploring how identity was understood in different eras can reveal how shifting
ideas about the self, consciousness, and society have influenced personal and collective identities.

Unfortunately, in spite of the fact that the historical study of identity provides important context
and helps to make the evolution of the notion of identity more understandable, it still remains an
underexplored area of research. While scholars have made a significant progress in analyzing how identity
has shifted over time, much of this work has yet to be fully integrated into mainstream academic discourse.
The complexities of how identity has been constructed, interpreted, and transformed across different
cultures, historical periods, and social contexts are vast and multifaceted, yet these nuances often go
unexamined. Additionally, the lack of a comprehensive and cohesive framework for understanding the
historical development of identity contributes to its relative neglect within academic circles. Thus, the aim
of our study is to analyse the development of ideas about the notion of identity from ancient times to the
Early Modern Period.

Presentation of the main material. The history of the development of the notion of identity is
associated with the development of general philosophical and psychological approaches to the problem of
human individuality, the search for the meaning of existence, awareness of place and role in society,
similarity and difference from other people. The first attempts to conceptualise identity are connected with
the fundamental questions of being, change and cognition. Already in ancient Greek philosophy it was
considered as a part of ontological and logical research, touching upon the issues of identity and difference,
stability and changeability.

One of the first philosophers to raise the question of identity was Parmenides (6 — 5 centuries
BC). In his philosophical poem “On Nature”, he argued that Being is one and cannot be divided as it doesn’t
have any start or end, and it doesn’t change with time. Any changes that happen are not from Being to Non-
being; they are just changes within Being [8; 9]. This meant that true reality is unchanging, unified and
identical to itself. Any change and multiplicity is perceived only as illusion. Thus, in Parmenidean
philosophy, identity is correlated with absolute immutability.

The point of view of Heraclitus was quite different. According to Plato, Heraclitus stated that
everything is in continuous motion like a flowing river and, of course, the water is not the same two
moments together: “...all the things are in process and nothing stays still, and likening existing things to
the stream of the river <...> that you would not step twice into the same river.” [9, 196-197] So, while for
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Parmenides identity was expressed through permanence, for Heraclitus it cannot be defined outside the
process of change. This calls into question the very possibility of a sustainable identity: if everything is in
constant motion, can anything remain itself?

Aristotle in “The Metaphysics” formulated a fundamental logical law — the law of identity (A is
A). According to this principle, every essence is identical to itself, and hence identity is thinkable as a stable
property of the object. However, Aristotle also introduced “essence vs accidence” opposition, which makes
it possible to take into account both the stability of things and their changeability [1; 5].

The question of personal identity first arises within the philosophy of the soul. Plato, in one of his
famous dialogues “Phaedo”, argued that the true essence of man is his soul, which retains identity even
after the death of the body. Aristotle, on the other hand, in his “De Anima”, viewed the soul as a form of
the body, which ties personal identity to bodily existence [5; 8; 9; 13]. These ideas laid the groundwork for
future discussions on the nature of personality and its continuity.

Medieval philosophy, especially through the works of scholars like Augustine of Hippo, Anselm
of Canterbury, and Thomas Aquinas, played a crucial role in developing the problem of identity. This issue,
while rooted in ancient philosophy, became more noticeable in the medieval period due to the influence of
Christian theology and the attempt to reconcile ancient Greek thought (particularly from Plato and Aristotle)
with Christian doctrine.

Medieval philosophers often focused on questions about the identity of God in relation to the
world. Central to this was the question of how a transcendent, eternal God could be identified with a finite
and changing world. For instance, Augustine of Hippo (also Saint Augustine) struggled with understanding
how the unchanging nature of God could be related to the changeable nature of creation. In this context,
the identity of God was seen as unchanging and simple, while created beings were seen as accidental and
subject to change. Augustine also explored how individual souls, which are distinct from one another,
maintain their identity before God despite being subject to sin and change [3; 15]. Thomas Aquinas and
others argued that, even in a changing world, things retain their identity because they are grounded in
something unchanging — whether in God, the soul, or natural law [2; 12].

Besides, Christian theologians also were thinking about the issue of identity when discussing the
nature of the Trinity — the identity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The challenge was to preserve the
unity of God’s essence while maintaining the distinct identities of each person in the Trinity. This question
of how distinct identities could coexist within a single divine substance was a profound philosophical
problem that medieval thinkers like Anselm and Aquinas worked to resolve, drawing on both philosophical
reasoning and theological insights [7; 8; 12].

Also it should be mentioned the question of personal identity which was central to Augustine’s
thought as well, particularly in his reflections on the soul and memory. In works like “The Confessions”,
Augustine wondered how a person remains the same through time despite changes in experiences, physical
states, and even thoughts. He famously reflected on how the soul’s memory allowed for a continuous sense
of self-identity over time [3; 15]. This idea would later influence the modern philosophical problem of
personal identity.

As it has been mentioned above, the notion of identity also connected with Aristotelian
metaphysics, which was highly influential during the medieval period, especially in the works of Thomas
Agquinas. Aquinas used Aristotle’s distinction between substance (what a thing is) and accidents (what a
thing has, such as colour or size). The problem of identity arises here because a thing’s identity must be
based on its substance, even though its accidents may change. For example, a person might grow older or
change appearance, but their underlying identity remains intact because their substance (the soul and
essential being) persists. This led to the medieval effort to understand how change can occur without
altering the core identity of a thing. [8; 12]

Medieval philosophers like Boethius also reflected on the identity of knowledge, particularly how
knowledge about a thing relates to the thing itself [7; 15]. This touches on questions about how we can
know something without changing it, and how our perception of an object relates to its true identity. This
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issue was particularly relevant for medieval thinkers trying to reconcile faith and reason — how can we
know things through reason without distorting their true identity, particularly in the case of divine truths?

Also, it can be seen that Auctores Ecclesiastici (i.e. ancient Christian writers who are thought to
be less important for didactic theology or whose opinions are presumed to be questionable, such as
Arnobius, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, etc. [7]) in their writings began using the word “identitas”
(the root of the word is “idem” — “the same”) with the meaning “sameness” or “identity” [17, 295].

Thus, medieval philosophy contributed significantly to the development of the problem of identity
by deepening the inquiry into what it means for something (or someone) to be the same over time despite
change. The blending of ancient philosophical traditions with Christian theology created a rich context for
exploring the nature of identity, particularly in relation to God, the soul, individuals, and the natural world.
These medieval reflections on identity laid the groundwork for many later philosophical debates,
particularly in the early modern period, concerning personal identity, metaphysics, and the nature of reality
itself.

During the Early Modern Period the problem of identity took on a new character, particularly
with the development of psychological concepts related to the self and the human mind. This period marked
a ftransition from medieval theological views of the self to a more psychological, introspective
understanding of human nature, one that increasingly focused on personal experience, individual
consciousness, and the complexities of the inner life. The development of early psychological ideas laid the
foundation for modern psychology and altered how identity was perceived.

The Renaissance (from 14th to 17th century) marked a revival of classical ideas from ancient
Greece and Rome, particularly the emphasis on humanism — an intellectual movement that focused on the
value of the individual and the human experience. The humanist movement led thinkers to focus on the
individual subject, marking an early psychological shift. The exploration of selfhood was no longer simply
about external social roles or religious identity but was now seen through the lens of personal thought,
emotions, and experiences. Humanist scholars, such as Petrarch, Erasmus, and Machiavelli, emphasized
the centrality of the human being in the universe. This shift led to a more personal, subjective approach to
identity. Rather than viewing identity primarily through the lens of religious or divine providence (as in the
medieval period), Renaissance thinkers like Petrarch and Erasmus began to explore human nature, not just
in terms of religious or divine purpose, but as an autonomous, rational, and emotional being [6; 8]. In doing
S0, they prompted a new focus on the inner life and the personal psychology of the individual.

Humanism placed significant emphasis on the human capacity for reason, creativity, and
introspection, and these qualities became central to the new understanding of personal identity. For
instance, Michel de Montaigne in his “The Complete Essays” famously explored the fluidity and
complexity of the individual self. Moreover, he was one of the first to explicitly question the nature of
identity and selfhood, reflecting on how the human person is both constant and ever-changing. His famous
phrase “What do I know?” captures this skepticism and inquiry into personal identity. Besides, it was
Montaigne who made the idea of self-reflection and introspection important due to his writings about the
complexity of the human psyche, addressing the self as a subject of personal inquiry and psychological
exploration. Montaigne famously explored the contradictions and variability of the human experience,
noting how identity is not a static, fixed entity but rather something fluid and changing. He described how
humans can hold multiple conflicting ideas and feelings, illustrating the dynamic nature of personal identity.
His writing reflects an awareness of the mind’s complexity, signalling an early psychological shift away
from simply viewing identity as a fixed essence or divine gift toward an understanding of identity as a
product of personal experience, emotions, and mental processes [11].

Enlightenment introduced a new psychological and philosophical development through the work
of René Descartes, who is often considered the father of modern philosophy and a key figure in the history
of psychology. Descartes’ famous declaration, “Cogito, ergo sum” (‘I think, therefore I am”), emphasized
the role of consciousness and self-awareness in the formation of identity. For Descartes, the thinking subject
— the individual mind capable of doubt, thought, and reflection — became the foundation for personal
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identity. His focus on the self-conscious mind as the core of the human experience shifted psychological
thought away from theological or purely physical explanations of the self toward one based on mental
processes. Descartes argued that the self could be known and understood through reason and thought,
setting the stage for later psychological theories that would explore consciousness, perception, and personal
identity as products of the mind [4].

Descartes’ work also laid the groundwork for the idea of dualism — the separation of mind and
body — which continued to influence psychological theories of the self, identity, and consciousness. The
Cartesian focus on subjectivity and mental experience highlighted the importance of individual perception
in shaping one’s identity, a key theme in the evolution of psychological thought [4].

In turn, building on the Cartesian notion of self-consciousness, John Locke further developed
ideas about personal identity, particularly through his theory of memory and consciousness. In his work
“An Essay Concerning Human Understanding”, Locke proposed that personal identity is not rooted in the
substance of the body or the soul but in the continuity of consciousness. According to Locke, an individual
remains the same person over time as long as he retains memory of his past actions and experiences. What
is more, Locke made a distinction between the idea of ‘man’ and the idea of ‘person’. A person is “a
thinking intelligent Being, that has reason and reflection, and can consider it self as itself, the same thinking
thing in different times and places” [10, 335]. Locke argued that self-consciousness is what defines a person,
and a person’s identity is tied to the continuity of his self-consciousness. “As far as this consciousness can
be extended backwards to any past Action or Thought, so far reaches the Identity of that Person; it is the
same self now as it was then; and ’tis by the same self with this present one that now reflects on it, that that
Action was done” [10, 335].

Thus, Locke’s theory introduced a psychological dimension to the problem of identity, suggesting
that psychological continuity — the ability to remember and reflect upon one’s past — is what makes an
individual the same person throughout different stages of life. This notion directly tied personal identity to
psychological processes, particularly memory and self-awareness, marking a significant departure from
earlier religious or metaphysical explanations of identity. Locke’s ideas influenced later psychological
thought, particularly in the development of theories of selfhood and personality. By emphasizing memory
and self-awareness as central to identity, Locke introduced the notion that the mind — and not just the body
—was the locus of personal identity. This psychological understanding of identity influenced later thinkers,
particularly in the development of psychological theories of identity in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, in contrast to individualistic theories like those of Locke, proposed that
identity is not merely an internal, self-generated construct but is significantly shaped by the influences of
society and the complex dynamics of social relationships. Rousseau contended that the development of a
person’s sense of self is intricately tied to the broader community, where interactions, collective values,
and social expectations play pivotal roles. He stressed that an individual’s identity is in constant negotiation
with these social forces, creating a tension between the individual’s desire for autonomy and the societal
pressures that seek to define and regulate behaviour. Rousseau’s examination of this struggle between
personal freedom and societal conformity provided important insights into the ways in which identity is not
a purely solitary, internal experience, but something that is constantly being shaped and reshaped within
the context of social interactions and cultural norms [14]. His ideas served as a foundation for later
philosophical and sociological explorations, where thinkers would explore deeper how group membership,
cultural values, and social expectations influence and contribute to the ongoing formation and evolution of
identity. Rousseau’s work underscored the idea that personal identity is a dynamic process, intertwined
with the collective forces that guide and shape individual lives within society.

As Early Modern Period progressed, identity began to be understood not only in terms of rational
thought and consciousness but also in terms of emotions and psychological complexity. Thinkers like
Baruch (also Benedict) Spinoza and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz began exploring the role of emotions,
desires, and mental states in shaping identity. Spinoza, for example, proposed that human emotions and
desires are integral to understanding the self, suggesting that our sense of identity is intertwined with our
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emotional and psychological states. In his “Ethics”, Spinoza argued that human beings are not purely
rational creatures, but rather, our identities are shaped by complex interactions between our thoughts,
emotions, and desires [16]. This psychological insight laid the foundation for later psychological theories
that would explore the role of affect, emotion, and unconscious drives in the formation of identity.

The growing interest in psychology during the Early Modern Period coincided with a broader
cultural shift towards subjectivity — the idea that personal experience, emotions, and thoughts are central to
understanding the self. This shift placed the inner life of the individual at the forefront of intellectual
inquiry, moving beyond external factors like social status or religious duties. Personal identity was now
seen as something deeply tied to the psychological experience of being human — how one thinks, feels,
perceives, and remembers.

Philosophers and early psychologists began to emphasize the self as a subjective, psychological
entity. This development foreshadowed the later rise of modern psychology, where the study of identity
would expand to include unconscious processes, emotional life, and personal experience as key components
of the self.

During the Early Modern Period the problem of identity became more deeply linked with
psychological concepts. Thinkers began to recognize that personal identity is not just a theological or
metaphysical issue but one rooted in human experience, consciousness, and emotional life. Through the
works of Montaigne, Descartes, Locke, and others, identity was reframed as something intrinsically
connected to self-awareness, memory, emotion, and consciousness — foundations that would eventually
lead to the field of psychology. The intellectual movements of this time set the stage for modern
understandings of the self as a complex, evolving psychological entity.

Conclusions. To examine the idea of identity today, it is crucial to trace its origins back to ancient
times because the concept of identity has evolved through centuries of philosophical, psychological, and
cultural developments. Understanding the roots of identity — whether in ancient philosophy, religious
thought, Renaissance humanism, or Enlightenment reason — provides a deeper context for how modern
notions of selfhood, personal identity, and social identity emerged and transformed over time.

The concept of identity appeared in the ancient world, where early philosophical inquiries laid
the groundwork for future debates about the nature of the self and the soul. In the medieval periods Christian
theologians were thinking about identity through the lens of the soul, salvation, and divine purpose. The
identity of a person was seen as something that was rooted in the relationship between the individual and
God. During the Renaissance, the revival of classical ideas and the humanist movement further contributed
to the shaping of identity by emphasizing the value of the individual and human potential. The
Enlightenment period brought about a profound transformation in the understanding of identity. The rise
of reason and scientific inquiry led to a more empirical and rational approach to identity.

Thus, the idea of identity is not a new phenomenon; rather, it has been shaped by millennia of
thought across different civilizations and intellectual traditions. By exploring these diverse historical
origins, it is possible to gain valuable insights into how identity has evolved in response to changing
cultural, philosophical, and societal landscapes. By examining the foundations laid by earlier thinkers and
traditions, we can better understand the fundamental principles that continue to influence modern
understandings of who we are, both as individuals and as members of broader communities. Through this
historical lens, we can appreciate the enduring complexity of identity and the ongoing evolution of its
meaning in the context of our ever-changing world.
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THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF RESEARCH ON THE PSYCHOLOGICAL BASIS
OF FORMING THE READINESS OF THE GROUND FORCES SERVICEMEN OF THE
ARMED FORCES OF UKRAINE TO FULFILL COMBAT MISSIONS AS ASSIGNED

The current military and political situation in Ukraine, caused by the large-scale armed
aggression of the Russian Federation, has necessitated a rethinking of the psychological training
of the personnel of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

In this context, particular importance is attached to the formation of the psychological
readiness of servicemen of the Ground Forces — the main combat component of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine — for the effective execution of assigned combat missions in extremely complex,
dynamic, and often dangerous combat conditions. A serviceman’s psychological readiness is not
only the ability to maintain inner balance in stressful situations, but also an integral personal
characteristic that encompasses motivational attitudes, volitional qualities, as well as cognitive and
behavioral strategies. The successful development of such readiness ensures high combat
efficiency, resilience to psychological stress, the ability to make rapid decisions, and adaptation to
the changing circumstances of modern warfare. The scientific understanding of the psychological
foundations of readiness is crucial not only for improving the system of combat training, but also
for developing effective methods of psychological support for military personnel. The relevance
of this topic is determined by the need to establish a comprehensive theoretical and methodological
framework that will allow for an effective influence on the formation and development of combat
readiness within the system of modern military education and training.

Keywords: psychological readiness, servicemen, Ground Forces, Armed Forces of
Ukraine, combat mission, stress resilience, motivation, self-regulation, military psychology,
combat training.

CydacHa BOEHHO-TIOJNITHYHA CHUTyallisl B YKpaiHi, COpUYMHEHA MIHPOKOMACIITAOHOIO
30poitHoI0 arpeciero 3 Ooky Pociiicekoi ®enepartii, oOymoBuiIa moTpedy MEPEOCMUCICHHS
MICUXOJIOT1YHOT MArOTOBKU 0c000Boro ckianxy 36poitnux Cun Ykpainu. OcobauBOro 3HaueHHs B
IbOMY KOHTEKCTI HaOyBae (opMyBaHHS TICHXOJIOTIYHOI TOTOBHOCTI BIHCHKOBOCITY>KOOBIIIB
CYXOIyTHHUX BifiCbK — OCHOBHOi 00i#10B0i cuin 3CY — 1m0 eeKTUBHOTrO BUKOHAHHS 00HOBHX
3aBJIaHb 33 MPHU3HAYCHHAM Yy HAQJICKJIATHUX, THHAMIYHUX 1 9aCTO HEOE3MEUHNX YMOBAaX BEICHHS
OorioBux mid. IlcuxonoriuHa TOTOBHICTh BIMCHKOBOCTY>KOOBLSI — II€ HE JIUIIE 3AaTHICTb
30epiraTd BHYTPINIHIO PIBHOBAry y CTPECOBUX CHUTYallifX, ajie ¥ 1HTerpajbHa XapaKTepUCTHUKA
0COOMCTOCTI, SIKa BKJIFOYA€ MOTUBAIIHI YCTAHOBKH, BOJIBHOBI SIKOCTi, KOTHITUBHI Ta MOBEIHKOBI
crpaterii. YcmimHe (opMyBaHHS Ii€l TOTOBHOCTI 3abe3medye BHUCOKY OOWOBY €()EKTHUBHICTH,
CTIMKICTh 7O TCHUXOJOTIYHMX HABAaHTa)XCHb, 3/IaTHICTh A0 HIBUAKOTO MPUHHATTS pillleHb Ta
aJlanTaIlio 10 3MIHHUX 00CTaBUH Cy4acHOTO 0O¥O.

HaykoBe OCMHCIICHHS TICMXOJIOTIYHOI OCHOBM TOTOBHOCTI € BQKJIIMBUM HE JIMINE JJIs
BJIOCKOHAJIEHHSI CHCTEeMH OOWOBOi MIATOTOBKH, aje W MJis1 pPO3pOOKH TIEBUX METOIUK
MICUXOJIOTIYHOT MIATPUMKH BiiCbKOBOCTYKOOBI[IB. AKTyaJIbHICTh 0OpaHOi TEMH 0OYMOBIIOETHCS
noTpe0OoI0 y CTBOPEHHI IUIICHOI TEOPETHKO-METOI0IOTIYHOT 0a3u, 10 JA03BOJIUTh €(EKTUBHO
BIUIMBATH Ha (POPMYyBaHHS Ta PO3BUTOK OOWOBOiI TOTOBHOCTI OCOOOBOTO CKIaay y CHCTEMIi
Cy4YacHOI BIICbKOBOI OCBITH Ta MiATOTOBKH.
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Knwuoei cnoea: ncuxoiioTidHa TOTOBHICThH, BIMCHKOBOCITYKOOBII, CyXOITyTHI BiHCBKa,
30poiini Cunmu Ykpainw, OoWOBe 3aBIaHHS, CTPECOCTIHKICTh, MOTHBAIliS, CaMOPETYJIAILis,
BilicbKOBa IICUXO0JIOTis, 00M0Ba MiArOTOBKA.

Introduction. The full-scale armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine
has significantly altered the priorities and approaches to military training, particularly emphasizing
the psychological resilience and operational readiness of personnel. In this context, the Ground
Forces — the backbone of the Armed Forces of Ukraine — are tasked with executing combat
missions in extreme, unpredictable, and often life-threatening conditions. These circumstances
require not only physical endurance and tactical competence but also a high level of psychological
readiness.

Psychological readiness is understood as an integrated system of personal qualities, mental
states, and cognitive-behavioral strategies that enable a soldier to act effectively under stress,
uncertainty, and risk. It includes components such as motivation to serve, emotional stability, the
ability to regulate stress responses, and the mental flexibility needed for quick decision-making on
the battlefield. Given the complexity of modern warfare, the development of psychological
readiness becomes a critical element of overall combat capability. This necessitates a deeper
scientific understanding of its theoretical foundations, factors of influence, and practical methods
for enhancement. Forming psychological readiness is not a spontaneous process but rather one that
must be cultivated through structured training, psychological support systems, and leadership
within the military environment.

The relevance of this research lies in the urgent need to build a comprehensive theoretical
and methodological framework that will enhance the efficiency of military education and the
psychological training of personnel. A scientifically grounded approach to psychological readiness
will directly influence the resilience, cohesion, and combat effectiveness of the Ukrainian Ground
Forces in the face of ongoing military challenges.

Theoretical foundations of research. The formation of psychological readiness among
military personnel for the execution of combat missions is a complex psycho-pedagogical process
that encompasses both individual and collective mechanisms of adaptation, motivation, and stress
resistance. The study of this issue is based on a number of interdisciplinary approaches that
combine achievements from military psychology, general and applied psychology, activity theory,
pedagogy, and sociology. Psychological Readiness as a Scientific Category [1, 5].

In scientific literature, psychological readiness is understood as a multi-level structure
comprising:

- Motivational level (willingness to act, patriotism, internal orientation);

- Cognitive level (knowledge, skills, professional perception);

- Emotional-volitional level (stress resilience, determination, self-
regulation);

- Behavioral level (actual performance in combat settings).

According to activity theory (L.S. Vygotsky, A.N. Leontiev), any type of activity —
including military activity — requires a clearly defined goal, motivation, and the means to
achieve the desired result. Military service, as a form of extreme professional activity, demands
not only strict adherence to regulations but also creative thinking, rapid adaptation, and
psychological resilience. Combat readiness is a dynamic, rather than static, phenomenon. It is
formed in the interaction between the individual and the conditions of service: combat duty,
tactical training, rotations, leadership influence, and the moral-psychological climate in the
unit. In modern warfare, stress resilience and the ability to self-regulate are critical.
Psychophysiological studies (J. Lang, H. Selye, B.M. Teplov) show that constant exposure to
life-threatening danger causes chronic stress, which can either mobilize or destroy a soldier’s
psychological integrity [2, ¢.17-25].

Therefore, training programs must ensure: the development of adaptive stress-coping
strategies; reflective thinking skills; the ability for emotional self-control and regulation.

17



Personality and Environmental Issues, 2025. Volume 4, Issue 1.

Socio-Psychological Factors of Combat Readiness Combat readiness is also shaped by
socio-psychological factors such as:

- Unit cohesion and collective identity;

- The authority and leadership style of commanders;

- Moral support from comrades-in-arms;

- Identification with national purpose and duty.

Military psychologists have found that group dynamics within a combat unit often play a
decisive role in maintaining operational effectiveness under prolonged stress. Methodological
Basis of the Study. A comprehensive investigation of psychological readiness requires the use
of diverse methods, including:

- Theoretical analysis of scientific literature;

- Empirical research (surveys, interviews, observations);

- Combat situation simulation to assess behavioral reactions;

- Psychodiagnostics (measuring stress resilience, anxiety levels, motivational
orientation, etc.).

In summary, psychological readiness is a multifaceted construct shaped by a
combination of internal factors (such as personality traits, motivation, emotional-volitional
stability, and self-regulation) and external factors (such as service conditions, quality of
training, team interaction, and the moral-psychological climate). It determines a serviceman’s
ability to maintain effectiveness, purposefulness, and professional composure under conditions
of combat stress, uncertainty, and life-threatening danger [3, ¢.62-69].

A scientific understanding of this category is crucial for developing a systematic
approach to its formation—one that encompasses both the initial stage of military training and
ongoing psychological support throughout the course of service. A comprehensive
understanding of the structure, mechanisms, and determinants of psychological readiness
allows for the creation of effective combat training models, methods for strengthening stress
resilience, and adaptive programs. In turn, this directly contributes to sustaining a high level
of combat capability and the operational potential of the Armed Forces of Ukraine under the
conditions of modern warfare. [4, ¢.33-40].

The purpose of the article The purpose of this article is to theoretically substantiate and
analyze the psychological foundations of forming the readiness of servicemen of the Ground
Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine to fulfill combat missions as assigned, taking into
account the current challenges of the military-political situation, the specific nature of combat
activities, and the requirements for psychological training of personnel.
This objective includes identifying the key components of psychological readiness, the factors
that influence its development, and summarizing scientific approaches and practical methods
for its enhancement under the conditions of modern warfare.

Methods To achieve the objectives of this study and ensure a comprehensive
examination of the psychological foundations of combat readiness, a set of complementary
research methods was employed. These included theoretical, empirical, and statistical
approaches, enabling a multi-level analysis of the subject matter. This approach allowed us to
not only comprehensively cover the subject of the study but also to ensure the high
reliability and validity of the obtained results. Specifically, the research included
theoretical methods such as analysis, synthesis, generalization, and systematization of
scientific literature, which helped form a strong conceptual base and define key concepts. In
parallel, empirical approaches were used, including surveys, interviews, testing, and
observation of military personnel during combat training and real exercises. This enabled the
collection of primary data on the psychological states, reactions, and adaptation mechanisms
of personnel. Finally, statistical methods played a crucial role in the quantitative analysis of
the collected data, allowing for the identification of significant correlations, trends, and
patterns, as well as confirming or refuting hypotheses. Thanks to this multi-level and
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comprehensive analysis of the research subject, we were able to obtain objective and valid
conclusions that hold significant scientific and practical value for enhancing the psychological
resilience and combat readiness of Ukrainian servicemen.

Analysis,  synthesis, and generalization of  scientific  literature:
A broad spectrum of Ukrainian and international sources in military psychology, general
psychology, pedagogy, and activity theory was reviewed to construct the conceptual and
theoretical framework of the study. This included fundamental works on military
psychology, which allowed for an understanding of the specifics of the military
servicemember's psyche in combat conditions. Sources from general psychology were also
drawn upon, providing the opportunity to integrate broader psychological concepts of
personality, stress, motivation, and adaptation. Pedagogical research played a crucial role,
helping to identify the most effective methods for forming and developing psychological
readiness through training and education. Finally, activity theory provided a methodological
basis for analyzing the behavior of military personnel as a systematic, goal-oriented activity.
This multifaceted approach allowed not only for the systematization of existing knowledge
but also for the identification of research gaps, which in turn determined the main directions
of the empirical part of the work. The generalization of these sources enabled the construction
of a holistic model of psychological readiness that takes into account both individual
characteristics and the context of modern military challenges.

Modeling:

A conceptual model of the psychological structure of servicemen’s readiness for combat tasks
was developed, integrating motivational, cognitive, emotional-volitional, and behavioral
dimensions. Modeling was a pivotal stage of the study, during which a detailed conceptual
model of the psychological structure of servicemen's readiness for combat tasks was
developed. This model doesn't just describe individual components; it integrates them into a
holistic, dynamic system, reflecting the complexity of the human psyche in extreme conditions.
The model encompasses four interconnected dimensions:

Motivational Dimension: This includes aspects such as combat motivation, a sense of
duty, patriotism, the desire for victory, and personal values that drive a serviceman to act
effectively even under threat.

- Cognitive Dimension: This covers the knowledge, skills, and abilities
necessary for rapid and adequate perception of a situation, information analysis, decision-
making, and consequence prediction in a combat environment. It also includes tactical
thinking and the ability to learn under high stress.

- Emotional-Volitional Dimension: This refers to the ability to manage one's
own emotions (fear, anxiety, aggression), maintain a high level of self-control, demonstrate
determination, resilience, and a will to win. It also includes the development of stress
resistance and psychological endurance.

- Behavioral Dimension: This reflects the serviceman's actual actions and
reactions in a combat situation, their ability to work cohesively in a team, effectively use
weapons and equipment, and adhere to military regulations and procedures under pressure.
The development of this model not only allowed for the systematization of understanding
psychological readiness but also became the foundation for further empirical verification
and the development of practical recommendations for its formation and development in
servicemen of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. It provides a unified framework for assessing
and purposefully influencing the key psychological aspects of combat effectiveness.

Questionnaires and Surveys:

A structured survey was conducted among servicemen of the Ground Forces of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine to assess their self-perceived levels of motivation, emotional
stability, and readiness for combat missions. The objective of this stage was to assess their
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self-perceived levels of key psychological components: motivation for service and combat
tasks, emotional stability under stress, and overall readiness for effective action in combat
missions. The developed questionnaires included both closed and open-ended questions,
which allowed for obtaining both quantitative data for statistical analysis and qualitative
insights revealing the individual perceptions and experiences of service members. This
approach ensured the collection of valuable "first-hand" information about the internal state,
expectations, and adaptive strategies of personnel, which is extremely important for
understanding the actual state of psychological readiness in the context of the ongoing full-
scale aggression.

Observation:

Continuous participant observation was carried out during tactical exercises, training
operations, and field deployments to monitor behavioral manifestations of readiness, group
cohesion, and decision-making under pressure.

Quantitative analysis of test and survey results was performed, including calculation
of mean values, standard deviations, and correlation coefficients to determine relationships
between psychological variables.

Quialitative analysis was also conducted to interpret open responses and identify
recurring psychological patterns.

The integration of these methods ensured both the validity and reliability of the research
outcomes, allowing for a rigorous understanding of the psychological mechanisms and
conditions necessary for the effective formation of combat readiness among Ukrainian Ground
Forces personnel.

Conclusions. Psychological readiness of a serviceman to perform combat tasks is a
complex, multifaceted system of personal traits that includes motivational, cognitive,
emotional-volitional, and behavioral components. It is not an innate or static characteristic but
is developed through targeted military-psychological training and through direct participation
in combat operations, tactical exercises, and field training. The theoretical analysis of scientific
literature revealed key approaches to understanding the phenomenon of combat readiness.
Activity theory plays a central role, positing that effective functioning of an individual in
extreme and stressful conditions is possible only with clearly defined motivation, purposeful
behavior, and well-formed self-regulation strategies.

It was found that the motivational component of readiness (intrinsic motivation,
patriotism, sense of duty) serves as a foundational element in the structure of psychological
combat training. Additionally, emotional stability and stress resilience significantly influence a
soldier’s ability to operate effectively in situations involving danger, unpredictability, or tactical
chaos. The empirical research confirmed that high levels of psychological readiness correlate
with factors such as effective leadership, unit cohesion, a positive moral and psychological
climate, and systematic training in conditions close to real combat. The use of an integrated
methodological approach — including theoretical analysis, empirical observation,
psychodiagnostics, and statistical processing — ensured the reliability and validity of the
findings and made it possible to formulate practical recommendations for enhancing
psychological training of military personnel.

The results obtained have important practical value for the system of military education
and combat preparation. They can be used to develop programs for psychological support,
individual psychological counseling, and for training commanders in leadership and
communication skills within their units. These programs will cover all stages of service — from
initial training to adaptation upon returning from combat zones. They will include not only the
prevention of stress disorders but also the development of personal resilience, emotional
intelligence, and self-regulation skills in service members. Moreover, the data obtained will
allow for the refinement of approaches to individual psychological counseling, making it more
targeted and effective. This means that psychologists will be able to provide personalized
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assistance, taking into account the specifics of each service member's combat experience and
their unique psychological needs.

The research findings will be of particular importance for training commanders. They
will be able to master the leadership and communication skills necessary for creating a healthy
psychological climate within their units. Commanders who understand the importance of
psychological readiness and can recognize signs of stress in their subordinates will become key
figures in supporting morale and personnel effectiveness. This, in turn, will contribute to
strengthening unit cohesion, increasing their combat readiness, and the overall psychological
stability of the Armed Forces of Ukraine in the face of full-scale aggression.

Future research directions may include examining the dynamics of psychological
readiness over prolonged periods of military service; developing innovative methods for
training stress resistance; and analyzing the impact of combat experience on the psychological
characteristics of servicemen. This will allow us to understand how servicemen adapt to stress
and threats, as well as to identify potential risks of burnout or post-traumatic stress
disorders. Particular attention should be paid to developing innovative methods for training
stress resistance, which will go beyond traditional approaches and include, for example,
virtual reality for simulating combat scenarios, biofeedback for self-regulation, and the
development of cognitive-behavioral strategies for managing emotions in extreme
conditions. Furthermore, analyzing the impact of combat experience on the psychological
characteristics of servicemen is critically important for developing effective rehabilitation
and support programs. This research should consider both negative consequences, such as
traumatic stress, and positive adaptations that can lead to personal growth and increased
resilience. Understanding these aspects will enable the creation of a comprehensive system of
psychological support and development that will accompany servicemen at all stages of their
service.
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CHILDHOOD TRAUMA AND PSYCHOLOGICAL WELL-BEING OF AN
ADULT

Abstract. The article presents an analysis of modern views on the specifics of childhood
trauma and the psychological well-being of an adult. The growing number of socio-political
challenges caused by war, economic crisis, etc. does not exclude the presence of complex life
experiences that require excessive efforts to maintain and preserve the psychological stability of
adults. Unfortunately, traumatic situations can occur in a person’s life regardless of age, including
in childhood. This experience often determines the further ontogenesis and prospects of
psychological well-being, which determined the interest in this issue. The purpose of the study is
to analyze scientific approaches to understanding childhood trauma and the prerequisites for the
psychological well-being of an adult. The article applies methods of theoretical study of scientific
literature (analysis, synthesis, generalization, comparison of approaches of scientists) in relation
to highlighting the problem of childhood trauma and the psychological well-being of an adult. The
theoretical methods used present the essence of the concept of childhood trauma and the
representation of remote long-term consequences of psychological well-being in adulthood. As a
result of the conducted scientific investigations, it was determined that childhood trauma is defined
by complex negative events in the ontogenesis of a child, such as emotional, physical, sexual
violence, emotional deprivation. It is emphasized that childhood trauma has a deep and long-term
impact on the psychological well-being of an adult. It is highlighted that childhood trauma
provokes the risk of forming personality pathology, emotional regulation disorders, psychosomatic
symptoms, anxiety and depressive disorders. It is presented that the consequences of trauma affect
the level of self-esteem, the quality of interpersonal relationships, provoke avoidance of help, and
form negative attitudes about oneself and the world. Within the framework of adult life, this is
manifested in a tendency to destructive forms of behavior, in particular, substance abuse, a feeling
of inner emptiness. Modern scientific views are summarized, which emphasize the importance of
supporting self-compassion, positive self-perception and a safe family environment as resources
for psychological resilience in adulthood.

Keywords. violence, personality, psychological well-being, self-knowledge, family, trauma,
anxiety.

Introduction. The best representatives of psychological, medical, and pedagogical science
have established the principles of maintaining psychological well-being as the basis for healthy
functioning of the individual throughout life. Modern research emphasizes that childhood
experiences, in particular those related to social cataclysms, violence, or emotional deprivation,
have a profound and lasting impact on psychological health in adulthood. In this regard, the study
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of the concept of childhood trauma, mechanisms of functioning, and prerequisites for well-being
in adulthood is of particular importance. The psychological discourse on understanding the
concept of “childhood trauma” is far from unambiguous. Instead, the integrative approach
represents childhood trauma as a child’s psychological reaction to events that exceed his or her
ability to cope with them independently, causing strong fear, pain, despair, and a sense of danger.
It is known that in the long term, childhood trauma can worsen the psychological well-being of an
adult. Despite significant progress in studying the consequences of childhood trauma,
psychological science needs more attention focused not only on identifying complications, but also
on supporting the resources of the individual in the healing process.

Stating the aim of the study. To analyze scientific approaches to understanding childhood
trauma and the prerequisites for the psychological well-being of an adult.

Methods. The article uses methods of theoretical study of scientific literature (analysis,
synthesis, generalization, comparison of approaches of scientists) in relation to highlighting the
problem of childhood trauma and the psychological well-being of an adult. The theoretical
methods used present the essence of the concept of "childhood trauma™ and the representation of
the long-term consequences of psychological well-being in adulthood.

Summary of the main material. The problem that almost every researcher of mental trauma
and psychotrauma has paid attention to is understanding the essence and content of these
phenomena. The interpretation of these processes is closely interconnected with the author’s
affiliation to certain branches of social sciences and scientific directions. The operationalization
and assessment of trauma is the basis on which research into the consequences of traumatic
experience is based and forms the basis of an important discourse. Carrying out a dictionary
interpretation, the concept of “psychological trauma” is defined as damage (injury) that has arisen
as a result of the action of personally significant information on the human psyche and is capable
of leading to the development of a mental disorder due to the insufficiency of psychological
defense mechanisms [Syniavskyi & Serhieienkova, 2007].

In the scientific literature, the definitions of “psychological trauma” and “childhood trauma”
are observed. Let us outline the differentiation of these phenomena. From the point of view of T.
Tytarenko, the phenomenon of “psychological trauma” is meaningfully filled with the emotional
reaction of the individual to an unexpected sudden event that has a pathogenic effect on the
personality [Tytarenko, 2020]. The scientist identifies the main characteristics of the nature of
psychological trauma: the subconscious form of mental activity; the uncertainty and rigidity of
mental processes; the presence of internal conflict as a clash of contradictions in the self-perception
of the individual; the psychological significance of the psychotraumatic situation for the
individual; the intrapersonal localization of the psychotraumatic action.

Childhood trauma, in turn, narrows the definition of the problem as a collective definition of
traumatic experiences up to 18 years of age, including physical neglect of the child's needs,
emotional deprivation [Doba, 2022]. Childhood maltreatment as a result of traumatization is also
accompanied by emotional, physical and sexual violence [Zheng, 2024]. Childhood trauma has
long-term adverse consequences for cognitive functions, the emotional sphere and health in
general (for example, cognitive deficits, emotional dysregulation, substance abuse and a high risk
of mental disorders in the ontogenesis of the personality) [McKay, 2021]. Thus, it was found that
the place of childhood trauma is key in the general understanding of the psychology of personality
trauma, which determines the further strategy of personality development.
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Let us consider modern approaches to understanding the phenomenon of psychological well-
being. In the scientific works of L. Serduk highlighted that psychological well-being is closely
interconnected with the value-meaning orientations of the individual and its resilience [Serduk,
2017]. Analyzing the main components of psychological well-being, which were identified by K.
Riff, Ukrainian scientists L. Tsibukh, O. Tsisar identify three main components: positive self-
esteem, mental health and the presence of life goals [Tsybukh & Tsisar, 2022]. From this
perspective, psychological well-being contributes to flexibility in overcoming stress and
complicated life difficulties. In turn, the chronic accumulation of stressful experiences can largely
predict the negative psychogenesis of the functioning of children and adults [Arslan, 2024]. That
is why the study of factors that support or undermine psychological well-being is a valuable task
of fundamental and applied psychology.

For a more detailed understanding of childhood trauma and psychological well-being of an
adult, let us turn to the fundamental teachings within the framework of psychogenic theory. We
consider the thesis that childhood traumatic experiences are significant predictors of long-term
pain and anxiety disorders in adults to be important. When studying psychotrauma, N. Kascakova
[Kascakova, 2020] analyzes the “unholy” triad: childhood trauma, anxiety, and chronic pain. The
comparison as “unholy” is determined by the process of interaction of factors, where it is proven
that the psychoemotional consequences of trauma are transformed into somatic symptoms with a
long-term effect. Scientists have found that individuals with a history of emotional, physical, or
sexual abuse are more likely to report acute somatoform pain. Long-term physical suffering
increases emotional vulnerability, reduces well-being, and life satisfaction.

No less important is the statement that the experience of childhood trauma is interconnected
with the tendency to use psychoactive substances, which is regulated by self-compassion. In
empirical studies [Habibi, Soleimani & Zeinali, 2025], physical, psychological, and sexual
violence form the overall level of traumatization of the child, which affects the risk of addiction.
Referring to the mediation model of self-compassion, scientists prove the correlation between
childhood trauma, self-compassion, and the tendency to addiction. It is illustrated that the
emotional and physical pain caused by psychotrauma reduces the emotional sensitivity of the
individual to himself. Accordingly, directly trauma and a low level of self-sensitivity provoke the
use of destructive self-help strategies, such as psychoactive substances. Thus, this study
emphasizes the importance of developing self-compassion as a key factor in reducing the negative
consequences of childhood trauma and restoring the psychological well-being of adults.

Analyzing the long-term consequences of early childhood trauma, S. Sudarsanan, N. Nakul
[Sudarsanan et al., 2025] describe the determining factors of the formation of personality disorders
in adulthood. Scientists have found that there is a specific influence of various traumatic events on
the emergence of personality pathology. The first cluster includes antisocial, borderline, hysterical,
narcissistic disorders, which are more often associated with a history of emotional and physical
violence in childhood. The second cluster combines anxiety, obsessive-compulsive and dependent
disorders that arise as a result of emotional neglect by significant adults. In contrast, a weak
relationship between schizotypal and paranoid disorders in individuals with adverse childhood
experiences has been proven. We see the researchers' confirmation that the frequency and severity
of traumatic experiences in childhood increases the risk of psychopathology in adulthood as
important results. This highlights the need for early screening for childhood trauma during
psychological examinations to prevent mental health in adult society.
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Within the framework of family psychology, it is advisable to pay attention to family
dynamics, which are a critical factor in the emergence or processing of psychological trauma in
childhood. The quality of the emotional family climate, methods of interaction, the presence or
absence of support form the child’s internal strategies for responding to stress and pain. Analyzing
destructive family dynamics as a source of trauma, R. Mitra [Mitra, 2024] notes that ignoring or
normalizing pain by other family members leads to deep emotional isolation and negative self-
perception. In turn, the psychological recovery of a child after trauma also lies in the family plane
[Carr, 2018]. Family support acts as a protective space that can mitigate the long-term
consequences of childhood trauma. Emotional recognition from relatives, building a safe
environment, emotional support enhances motivation for self-healing.

Summarizing the analyzed provisions, we conclude that the psychological well-being of an
adult is critically important in the process of recovery from childhood trauma. Adults who were
traumatized in childhood often show a reduced level of self-esteem, emotional stability and social
support. The deficit of internal harmony leads to the formation of persistent negative thought
patterns (for example, “I am unworthy of love”, “The world is dangerous”). In turn, such an
imbalance is accompanied by avoidance of help, self-blame, difficulties in reflecting on traumatic
experiences. Referring to scientific research [Bhati & Dutt, 2025], there is an axiom that
psychological well-being is not only a state, but also an active internal resource that contributes to
resilience to psychotraumatic influences in adulthood. Scientists emphasize that resilience is
formed through the experience of support, safety, and adaptive capacity. Accordingly, the ability
to self-compassion, seek support, strengthen self-worth, and positive self-perception creates the
conditions for healing.

Conclusions. Thus, the results of the theoretical analysis indicate that the phenomenon of
childhood trauma has a deep and multidimensional significance for understanding the mental
functioning of an adult personality. It has been determined that childhood trauma has long-term
consequences not only for psychological but also for physical health. Traumatic experiences
experienced in childhood include such forms of negative impact as emotional, physical, sexual
violence and emotional deprivation. These factors, according to scientific sources, cause an
increased risk of developing personality pathology, emotional regulation disorders, psychosomatic
symptoms, anxiety and depressive disorders. It has been found that the consequences of early
traumatization affect the level of self-esteem, the quality of interpersonal relationships, provoke
avoidance of help, and form negative attitudes about oneself and the world. Within the framework
of adult life, this is manifested in a tendency to destructive forms of behavior, in particular, abuse
of psychoactive substances, and a feeling of inner emptiness. Knowledge of the main principles of
the functioning of childhood trauma allows us to better understand the psychological well-being
of an adult personality and their level of resilience.

The prospects of the research lie in the in-depth study of childhood trauma and
psychological functioning of adults. Special attention should be paid to effective strategies for
preventing childhood trauma and optimizing the psychological well-being of an adult personality,
taking into account individual resources, family context and social environment.
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AN EMPIRICAL STUDY OF THE CONTENT COMPONENTS OF THE SELF-CONCEPT
OF INDIVIDUALS WITH INCEST TRAUMA

Abstract. ¥V crarti npeicTaBieHo aHalli3 Ta iHTEpIpeTallisi pe3yJbTaTiB EMITIPHIHOTO JOCIPKCHHS
3MICTOBHUX KOMIIOHEHTIB fl-KOHIeniiii oci0 3 TpaBMOl iHIeCTy. BiIMoOBiIHO 10 MOCTaBICHOI METH
JOCTIDKEHHS 3aBJIaHHAMH POOOTH BUCTYITHIIN: OIIEpalliOHalIi3allisl 3MiCTOBHUX KOMITOHEHTIB SI-KOHIemii
Ta iHTepHpeTaliss eMIipUYHUX iHAWKATOPIB B CTPYKTYpi OCOOHMCTOCTI 3 TpaBMOIO iHHECTy. 3a s
JIOCSTHEHHS O3HAYCHHWX ITUIEH OyJI0 3acTOCOBaHO OaTapero ICHUXOMIarHOCTHIHHUX METONHK: «Young
schema Questionanire (YSQ-3)» (J. Yang), «Impact of Even Scale — Reviser (IES-R)» (D. Weiss,
Ch. Marmar), «Scale of Incestuous Personality» (M. Dushkevych, M. Hlushchenko). Bubipky
KOHCTATYI04Oro eKCIepuMeHTy ckiano 173 ocobu (3 Hux 61 ocoba, sika 3a3Hana TpaBMU iHuecTy Ta 112
0ci6 xKoHTponsHOI rpymu). Cepemuiii Bik 3aransHoi BuOipku 32 poku. CraTrcTHuHa 00poOKa pe3yIbTariB
3IIHCHIOBANACh 3a JIOTMOMOIOI0 HemapameTpuyHoro kpurepito U-Manna-YitHi Ta oxHO(akTOpHOTrO
mucnepciiHoro anamizy ANOVA 3 momajplior IHTEpHpeTaliio eMIipHYHHUX KOMIIOHEHTIB. Y XOmi
EMITIPUYHOTO JIOCTI/UKEHHS IPEICTaBICHO YSBICHHS NPO (EHOMEHOJIOTII0 TPaBMAaTHYHOI'O JOCBiLY
iHIecTy B CTpyKTypi S-koHmemmii ocoOuctocti. Ha OCHOBI OTpMMaHMX [NaHUX Ta MOPIBHSUIBHUX
CTaTUCTUYHUX MPOLEAYyp NPOaHaIi30BaHO, IO NPOSB CaMOCBIIOMOCTI 0Ci0 3 TpaBMOIO iHILECTY
PO3ropTaEThCS HABKOJIO KOHCTPYKTUBHOTO Ta JECTPYKTHUBHOTO podiro S-koHuemntii. Bcranopnexo, 1o
piBEHB MPOSBY MOKA3HUKIB IHTErPATUBHOCTI TPABMATUYHOI MMO1i1, aKTHUBI3aMii TUCHYHKIIIHIX KOTHITHBHAX
CXeM Ta pIBHS IHIIECTYO3HOCTI CTaTMCTUYHO BHINA Cepea OcCi0 3 TpPaBMOK IHIECTY y Tpymi 3
NECTPYKTHBHHM, a HiXK 3 KOHCTPYKTHBHHM TipodisiemM. BusBieHo, 110 akTHBI3aIlis iHTPY3ii TpaBMaTHYHUX
CIOTaJliB YCKIAQJHIOE TCHUXIYHUH CTaH OCOOMCTOCTI, YTBOPIOIOYH TMPHU I[OMY CKIIAIHY CHUCTEMY
HETaTUBHOTO CaMOCIIPUMHSITTA Ta EMOIHOro auctpecy. S-KoHIemiis ocid 3 TpaMoro IHIECTY Yy
JECTPYKTUBHOMY TpOo(disii CynmpOBOMKYETbCS CIPUUHATTAM BIACHOI Ae(EKTHUBHOCTI, HagMIpHOKWO abo
HEJOCTaTHBOIO YYTIMBICTIO y cdepi MCUXIYHOTO Ta TINECHOTO, CIEMU(IYHAM CTaBJICHHAM /IO CEKCy,
EMOIIIHHOK JICPUBAIlI€I0, TPYAHOIIAMU Y MIXKOCOOUCTICHUX CTOCyHKax. HaromomieHo, 1mo po3yminas -
KOHIIeNii 03BOJIsiE BU3HAUaTH €()eKTHBHI CTpaTerii MCHUXOJOTIYHOTO CYNMPOBOAY Ta TMCHXOCOIATbHOL
JOTIOMOTH Ha Pi3HUX (O0COONMBO KPU30BHX) €Tamax OHTOTreHe3y 3a/uisi (OpMyBaHHS MO3UTHBHOI -
koHrremIii. [IpakTidHa 3HaYyMIiCTh Pe3yJILTATIB MOJISATAE Y MOKIIUBOCTI iX BUKOPHUCTAHHS TICHXOJIOTaMH,
MICUXOTEpaNeBTaMHy sl CKIIaJaHHsI TICUXOJIOTIYHOTO CYIPOBOAY Ta IOTIOMOTH 0c00aMm, sIKi 3a3HaJIN TPaBMH
IHITECTY.

KarwuoBi cioBa. f-koHuenmis, xenpuBauis, MCHUXOJIOTIYHA TpaBMa, CEKCyallbHE HACHIIBCTBO,
TICUXOJIOTIYHE OJIaronoryydds.

Abstract. The article presents the analysis and interpretation of the results of an empirical study of
the substantive components of the self-concept of individuals with incest trauma. In accordance with the
stated goal of the study, the tasks of the work were: operationalization of the substantive components of the
self-concept and interpretation of empirical indicators in the structure of the personality with incest trauma.
To achieve the stated goals, a battery of psychodiagnostic methods was used: “Young schema
Questionanire (YSQ-3)” (J. Yang), “Impact of Even Scale — Reviser (IES-R)” (D. Weiss, Ch. Marmar),
“Scale of Incestuous Personality” (M. Dushkevych, M. Hlushchenko). The sample of the ascertaining
experiment consisted of 173 individuals (of which 61 individuals who had experienced incest trauma and
112 individuals from the control group). The average age of the total sample was 32 years. Statistical
processing of the results was carried out using the nonparametric Mann-Whitney U-test and one-way
variance ANOVA analysis with subsequent interpretation of empirical components. The empirical study
presented an idea of the phenomenology of the traumatic experience of incest in the structure of the self-
concept of the individual. Based on the data obtained and comparative statistical procedures, it was analyzed
that the manifestation of self-awareness of individuals with incest trauma unfolds around the constructive

28


mailto:mykyta.hlushchenko@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1235-109X

Personality and Environmental Issues, 2025. Volume 4, Issue 1.

and destructive profile of the self-concept. It was established that the level of manifestation of indicators of
the integrative nature of the traumatic event, the activation of dysfunctional cognitive schemes and the level
of incestuousness is statistically higher among individuals with incest trauma in the group with a destructive
rather than a constructive profile. It was found that the activation of the intrusion of traumatic memories
complicates the mental state of the individual, forming a complex system of negative self-perception and
emotional distress. The self-concept of individuals with incest trauma in a destructive profile is
accompanied by the perception of their own defectiveness, excessive or insufficient sensitivity in the mental
and physical spheres, a specific attitude towards sex, emotional derivation, and difficulties in interpersonal
relationships. It is emphasized that understanding the self-concept allows for the identification of effective
strategies for psychological support and psychosocial assistance at different (especially crisis) stages of
ontogenesis in order to form a positive self-concept. The practical significance of the results lies in the
possibility of their use by psychologists and psychotherapists to provide psychological support and
assistance to individuals who have suffered incest trauma.

Keywords: Self-concept, deprivation, psychological trauma, sexual violence, psychological support.

Introduction. In the scientific paradigm, incest trauma is interpreted as sexual violence against
children. At the same time, there are a number of synonymous terms, such as “sexual violence against
children in the family”, “sexual exploitation of children by close relatives or significant adults”, “victim of
incest”, “incest trauma”. In accordance with the approach proposed by D. Finkelhor, J. Herman, D. Russell
(Finkelhor, 1978; Herman & Russell, 1986), it can be emphasized that the use of these terms will denote
the same experience. The first attempts at theoretical analysis of the impact of traumatic experiences of
sexual violence on the child’s personality were studied by scientists S. Blume, J. Herman, D. Russell, D.
Finkelhor (Blume, 1998; Finkelhor, 1978; Herman & Russell, 1986). Scientists have devoted research to
studying the features of the occurrence of incest in the family system and analyzed its impact on the
development of the child's personality. Further studies by psychologists were aimed at studying the social
identity of people with incest trauma (Muldoon, Nightingal, McMahon & Griffin, 2019), the features of the
perception of sexuality and sexual self-concept (Gewirtz-Meydan & Lahav, 2020; Guyon, Fernet & etc,
2020; Gewirtz-Meydan & Godbout, 2023). We would also like to note the specifics of gender differences
in the manifestation of the self-concept of people with incest trauma, which was studied by P. O’Leary, S.
Easton, N. Gould (O’Leary, Easton & Gould, 2015). In Ukrainian scientific works, the problem of the self-
concept of people with incest trauma is described in the studies of O. Deshchynska, M. Dushkevych, M.
Glushchenko, M. Mushkevych (Deshchynska & Mushkevych, 2023; Dushkevych & Glushchenko,
2019,2020,2021).

One of the ways to ensure psychological well-being and organize psychological assistance to
individuals with incest trauma is to determine the specifics of the self-concept of the individual. The studies
of J. Hoshovskyi, O. Dudnyk, and G. Katolyk (Hoshovskyi, 2014; Dudnyk, 2022; Katolyk, 2020) have
proven that the self-concept as a system of individual self-awareness is an important determinant of
psychological well-being. The theoretical explorations conducted have determined that in modern studies
the specifics of the self-concept of individuals with incest trauma require better systematization and
delineation of the criteria for the manifestation of the system of individual self-perception at the emotional,
cognitive, and behavioral levels. That is why we turned to the scientific view and empirical substantiation
of such a poorly researched topic.

Stating the aim of the study. The purpose of the study was to analyze and interpret the results of an
empirical study of the features of the self-concept of individuals with incest trauma.

Methods. In the process of empirical study of the self-concept with incest trauma, we applied the
following diagnostic methods — “Young schema Questionanire (YSQ-3)” (J. Yang), “Impact of Even Scale
— Reviser (IES-R)” (D. Weiss, Ch. Marmar), “Scale of Incestuous Personality” (M. Dushkevych,
M. Hlushchenko). Qualitative, quantitative and statistical analysis were used to process empirical data using
SPSS software.

Justification of methods. The experience of sexual violence in childhood traumatizes the social
identity of the child. In the works of O. Muldoon, it is described that incest is accompanied by the imposition
of undesirable, destructive verbal constructs from the social environment, which complicates the formation
of a positive self-perception. As a result, children acquire negative self-images of themselves as different,
defective, punished, disgraced. Referring to the scientific experience of J. Yang, it is determined that the
traumatic basis of the functioning of the personality lies in the plane of maladaptive cognitive beliefs about
oneself, the surrounding world, and relationships that were formed in childhood. Traumatic experience in
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the family, in particular sexual violence, is a powerful factor in the formation of deep violations of self-
identity. Thus, the application of the Young schema Questionanire (YSQ-3) (J. Yang) technique allows us
to study the content of the self-concept at the cognitive level. We assume that the relevance of cognitive
schemas to the self-concept of individuals with incest trauma is expressed in the exacerbation of indicators
of emotional deprivation, defectiveness, shame, humility and submissiveness.

The experience of sexual violence in childhood has delayed consequences, such as the development
of depressive, anxiety or post-traumatic stress disorders. Accordingly, incest as a trauma provokes the risk
of PTSD, which more often leads to deep, long-term structural changes in a person’s self-perception.
Studies (Channer & Jobson, 2018) indicate that individuals with PTSD have significantly higher negative
complexity of their own self than individuals without PTSD. Summarizing the main features of traumatic
situations, T. Titarenko (Titarenko, 2017) indicates that trauma destroys the integrity of the worldview,
dividing it into life before and after the trauma. However, the researcher notes that a traumatic situation has
a dual nature: on the one hand, it carries a threat and danger, and on the other hand, it appeals to endurance,
the search for new meanings and personality transformation. Based on these theoretical provisions, we used
the “Impact of Even Scale — Reviser (IES-R)” to study the specifics of the impact of a traumatic event on
personality structures, the level of intrusive memories and emotional distress.

Incest as sexual violence by significant close adults and sexual violence against children committed
by adults from outside the family environment have different effects on the mental organization of the
victim. Since violence is committed by close people, it destroys basic ideas about safety and trust. Also, the
trauma of incest can be accompanied by the sexualization of the family environment, when the system
includes eroticization of the child, encouragement of nudity, allowing children to see the genitals of adults,
observing sex, etc. The existence of such factors leads to distortion of sexual identity, violation of personal
boundaries, confusion in perceived sexuality. Considering these provisions, to diagnose the level of
violation of personal boundaries as a result of sexual abuse between emotionally connected people, we used
the “Scale of Incestuous Personality” questionnaire (M. Dushkevych, M. Hlushchenko).

Sample. An empirical study of the content components of the self-concept of individuals with incest
trauma was carried out from December 2021 to March 2024. To achieve the goal of the study, we formed
a sample consisting of three groups: the first group - experimental (EG), - individuals in whose lives incest
trauma was recorded (61 subjects, of whom 42 were women and 19 were men) and the second group -
control (CG) of random composition and population (113 subjects, of whom 59 were women and 54 were
men). The age of the subjects ranged from 18 to 52 years (the average age of the total sample was 32 years).
The research procedure involved filling out regular and electronic forms created using the “OnlineTestPad”
test construction platform. The subjects of the experimental group were clients receiving psychosocial
services: in centers for victims of domestic violence, medical-psychological, psychological-consulting
centers, public organizations, private psychotherapists. All participants provided written consent to
participate in the study and publish the results in compliance with the ethics of psychological scientific
research.

Presentation of the results of the study. At the first stage of the empirical study, we prepared data
for comparative statistical procedures. To accomplish the task, we reduced the diagnosed variables to
standard estimates (Stans). Also, we were guided by the belief that focusing on aspects of the self-concept
of individuals with incest trauma only in the context of a destructive self-perception system can contribute
to the stigmatization of individuals with such experiences (Yatsenko & Darvishov, 2023). Accordingly, the
leveling of the resource potential of the psyche, the devaluation of important rethinking and positive
changes occurring in a person’s life can have serious negative consequences both for the individual and for
the quality of psychological care. Based on this logic, we divided the experimental group, people with incest
trauma, into two subgroups: people with a constructive personal profile of the self-concept (EG1) and
people with a destructive personal profile of the self-concept (EG2). However, testing the hypothesis about
the existence of specific manifestations of the self-concept of people with incest trauma requires the
introduction of a control group. The control group consisted of people who had not experienced incest
(n=113).

Continuing the logic of the scientific appeal, we will justify that the standardization of variables into
stans aims to avoid the dominance of one variable over the others, to correctly weigh the contribution of
each indicator, and to carry out the optimal division of the experimental group into two subgroups. The
scale of the stans is built from the arithmetic mean value in "raw" scores, which is taken as a reference
point. To the right and left, intervals equal to 1/2 of the standard deviation are measured. For the scales, the
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average value is 5.5, and the standard deviation is 2. The calculations were carried out based on the
indicators of the total sample - 173 people.

The procedure for selecting individuals with incest trauma into subgroups with a constructive and
destructive profile involved taking into account the arithmetic mean of three indicators: “integrativeness of
the traumatic event” (M=46; SD=25), “Activation of maladaptive schemes” (M=193; SD=52), and “general
level of incestuousness” (M=149; SD=31). Further, we grouped the stans according to the levels of
constructiveness/destructiveness, the logic of grouping is as follows: 5 and 6 stans account for 50% of the
sample and this determines the average level, further deviation to the right and left are high or low
indicators, respectively. Based on Table 1, we observe that stans 1 to 6 indicate low and average levels
according to three indicators and form a constructive profile. Accordingly, stans 7 to 10 are high and
excessively high levels that will characterize a destructive profile. Note that the correspondence of the
destructive/constructive profile category demonstrates the average value of the stans according to the three
indicators.

Table.l.
Table for converting raw scores to standard scores (sten scores) of the personality profile
(n=173)

Personal profile Constructive Destructive
Levels Low Middle Hight Excessive
Stan scores 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Integrativeness of 21- 34- | 46- 72-
a traumatic event. =8 | 920 | 53 45 58 | 2971 | gg |85 297
Advanon of qg | 89 | 115~ | 141~ | 167- | 193- | 220- | 246- | 272- | _ o

P - 114 | 140 | 166 | 192 | 219 245 271 | 297 -
schemas
Overall level of 36 87- | 103- | 118- | 134- | 150- | 166- | 182- | 196- 913
incestuousness - 102 | 117 | 134 | 150 | 165 181 195 212 -

The results obtained in the experimental group (n=61) allowed us to form a group of individuals with
incest trauma who exhibit a constructive personality profile (EG1=31 individuals) and a destructive profile
(EG2=30 individuals).

At the next stage of the study, to determine statistical differences among the studied variables
between the group of individuals with incest trauma with a constructive and destructive profile, we used a
nonparametric Mann-Whitney U-test. The nonparametric test for comparing ranks between samples allows
us to determine differences without assuming a normal distribution. For the sensitivity of the indicators, we
used a comparison of raw data to preserve variability within the sample. Different categories were analyzed.
The following statistically significant differences between the two groups were identified (see Table 2).

Table. 2.
Statistically significant differences between groups of individuals with incest trauma with a
constructive and destructive personality profile

Mean rank | Mean rank | Mann-Whitney | Asymp.Si
Variables for EG1 for EG2 U-test g.
Intrusion 21,10 41,23 158,00 ,000
Avoidance 22,61 39,67 205,00 ,000
Physiological excitability 22,56 39,72 203,50 ,000
Integrativeness of a traumatic event 20,90 41,43 152,00 ,000
Communication breakdown and rejection | 18,95 43,45 91,50 ,000
Violation of autonomy 21,02 41,32 155,50 ,000
Privilege 25,84 36,33 305,00 ,019
Excessive vigilance and prohibitions 21,45 40,87 169,00 ,000
Psycho-emotional distrust 19,31 43,08 102,50 ,000
Sexualized identification 25,11 37,08 282,50 ,008
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Emotional-anxious identification 21,56 40,75 172,50 ,000
Overt-controlling intimacy 22,69 39,58 207,50 ,000
Overall level of incestuousness 17,97 44 47 61,00 ,000

The study revealed differences in the manifestation of intrusion (U=158.0; p=0.00); tendency to
avoid (U=205.0; p=0.000); physiological arousal (U=203.5; p=0.00), integrativeness of the traumatic event
(U=152.0; p=0.00), disruption of communication and rejection (U=91.5; p=0.00), disruption of autonomy
(U=155.5; p=0.00), privilege/special status (U=305.0; p=0.19), excessive vigilance and prohibition
(U=169.0; p=0.00), psycho-emotional distrust (U=102.5; p=0.00), sexualized identification (U=282.5;
p=0.08), emotional-anxious identification (U=172.5; p=0.00), open-controlling intimacy (U=207.5;
p=0.00), general level of incestuousness (U=61.0; p=0.00). It was established that the level of manifestation
of indicators is statistically higher among individuals with incest trauma in the group with a destructive
personality profile.

At the third stage of the empirical study, in order to compare the mean values of the diagnosed
indicators in different independent samples, we used a one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). Table 3
shows the degrees of equality of the means for the groups of subjects with different personality profiles
(EG1=31; EG2=30) and the control sample (h=113). We observe that the Levene's homogeneity criterion
in the poverty indicator has a significance level of p>0.05, which indicates the homogeneity of the
dispersion and allows us to carry out a one-way analysis of variance.

Table 3.
The degree of equality of the mean values of the indicators in the experimental and control
groups
Mean Mean Mean | Levene's test for equality
Variables for for for of variances
EG: EG; CG

n=31 n=30 | n=113 F Sig.
Intrusion 49 7,2 5,2 5,8 ,004
Avoidance 5,3 7.1 51 1,6 ,195
Physiological excitability 51 7,0 51 1,9 ,143
Integrativeness of a traumatic event 4,9 7,3 5,2 7,3 ,001
Communication breakdown and rejection | 5,5 7,7 55 13 ,263
Violation of autonomy 5,2 7,2 5,3 0,37 ,689
Privilege 53 6,3 55 0,84 432
Excessive vigilance and prohibitions 55 7,7 5,8 0,24 ,783
Psycho-emotional distrust 4,8 7,9 5,3 0,56 ,572
Sexualized identification 6,2 7,5 55 1,41 ,245
Emotional-anxious identification 5,8 7,6 5,3 5,01 ,008
Overt-controlling intimacy 5,8 7,7 5,6 1,16 ,315
Overall level of incestuousness 4,8 79 5,0 0,84 ,430

Referring to modern scientific research on statistical research, A. Cramer, O. Ravenzwaaij, D.
Matzke note that psychological research often ignores a post-hoc procedures when using multiple
comparisons in multivariate analysis of variance. Scientists note that without appropriate corrections, such
as a post-hoc procedure, there is a high probability of obtaining false positive results. Given this, in our
empirical study we introduced an additional sequential Bonferroni procedure to ensure statistical reliability
of the results. In order to increase the sensitivity of the intergroup indicators, the average values were
checked at the level of 0.01.

Studying the features of emotional experiences and intrusions in people who have suffered severe
stressful situations using the example of incest trauma, we found statistical differences between groups of
people with a destructive profile and a constructive profile (see Table 4). It is observed that the level of
integrative traumatic impact is higher in the group with a destructive profile (M=7.3, SD=1.3). This
indicates that the activation of the intervention of traumatic memories complicates the mental state of the
individual, forming a complex system of negative self-perception and emotional distress. Thus, we come
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to the assumption that psychotherapy is a significant factor in influencing the self-concept of the individual
when working with incest trauma. Accordingly, this actualizes the need to find the most effective methods
of support and psychotherapeutic interventions to optimize the positive functioning of the individual.

Table 4
Intergroup comparison of mean values for study groups based on assessment of the impact
of a traumatic event

Variables Intergroup Mean _
comparison Difference (1-J) Sig,

Intrusion EG1 x EG2 -2,263* ,000
EG1 x CG -0,337 ,000

EG2 x CG 1,925* ,000

Avoidance EG1 x EG2 -1,810* ,000
EG1 x CG 0,179 ,001

EG2 x CG 1,990* ,000

Physiological excitability EG1 x EG2 -1,772* ,001
EG1 x CG -0,053 ,000

EG2 x CG 1,719* ,001

Integrativeness of a traumatic event EG1 x EG2 -2,265* ,000
EG1x CG -0,228 ,000

EG2 x CG 2,036* ,000

* The mean difference is significant at the 0.01 level.

By studying maladaptive cognitive schemes that were formed as a result of experiencing traumatic
or emotionally deformed experiences in early childhood in the process of the child's interaction with the
immediate environment, statistical differences were determined between the experimental groups and the
control group. According to the results shown in Table 5, statistical differences are observed between
individuals with incest trauma with a destructive profile versus individuals with this incest experience in a
constructive direction. This indicates that individuals in the experimental group with maladaptive schemes
of this category have such expectations of themselves and the world that prevent them from acting
effectively and independently, in accordance with their age. Probably, when these people were children,
their parents surrounded them with excessive care or, conversely, did not care for them at all, as a result of
which they partially demonstrate dependent behavior and have difficulty realizing their goals and
intentions. In turn, there is no difference in the indicators of “disconnection and rejection” between the
control group (M=5.5; SD=1.3) and the experimental group with a constructive profile (M=5.4; SD=1.02),
which indicates the normalization of the dysfunctional perception of oneself and the world regardless of
the presence of a traumatic experience of sexual violence in the family. Let us pay attention to the indicator
of privilege, which represents the perception of oneself as special, someone who needs a specific attitude.
A comparison of this indicator did not reveal any differences between all groups (MEG1 =5.2; SDEG1=1.4;
MEG2 =6.3; SDEG2 =1.8; MKG = 5.5; SDKG =1.7), this may indicate that individuals with incest trauma
perceive themselves as a fully functioning individual who does not need a privileged stigmatizing attitude.
The results of such a study suggest the effectiveness of psychotherapeutic interventions for the formation
of a new adaptive worldview in adulthood and the restoration of psychological well-being after trauma.

Table 5
Intergroup comparison of mean values for groups of subjects according to indicators of
functioning of maladaptive schemes

Variables Intergroup Mean Sig,
comparison Difference (1-J)
Communication breakdown and rejection EG1 x EG2 -2,118* ,000
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EG1 x CG -0,146 ,000
EG2 x CG 2,035* ,000
Violation of autonomy EG1 x EG2 -1,876* ,000
EG1 x CG -0,035 ,001
EG2 x CG 1,845* ,000
Privilege/Special status EG1 x EG2 -1,108 ,033
EG1 x CG -0,277 ,053
EG2 x CG 0,830 ,053
Excessive vigilance and prohibitions EG1 x EG2 -2,118* ,000
EG1 x CG -0,317 ,000
EG2 x CG 1,800* ,000

*The mean difference is significant at the 0.01 level.

Analyzing the results obtained using the “Scale of Incestuous Personality” method (M. Dushkevych,
M. Hlushchenko), it is worth noting that all incestuousness factors are normalized between the group of
individuals with incest trauma with a constructive profile and the control group. On the other hand, the
statistical difference with higher indicators is found between the group of individuals with a destructive
profile and the control group. This indicates that individuals who are experiencing a traumatic
experience of incest are characterized by significant violations of the psychological and physical
boundaries of the personality, which contained sexual subtext. The self-concept is accompanied by the
perception of one’s own defectiveness, excessive or insufficient sensitivity in the mental and physical
sphere, a specific attitude towards sex, emotional deprivation, and difficulties in interpersonal
relationships. Also, the self-concept of individuals with destructive incest trauma is characterized by
distrust of the environment and difficulty distinguishing between feelings of closeness, love, sexuality,
and danger. It should be noted that individuals with excessive incestuousness require psychological
support, which is difficult to seek due to the negative load on the self-concept.

Table 6
Intergroup comparison of mean values for groups of subjects according to indicators of
personality incestuousness

Variables Intergroup Mean Sig,
comparison Difference (1-J)

Psycho-emotional distrust EG1 x EG2 -3,158* ,000
EG1 x CG -0,512 ,000

EG2 x CG 2,632* ,000

Sexualized identification EG1 x EG2 -1,337* ,000
EG1 x CG 0,602 ,001

EG2 x CG 1,939* ,000

Emotional-anxious identification EG1 x EG2 -1,858* ,000
EG1 x CG 0,259 ,000

EG2 x CG 2,117* ,000

Overt-controlling intimacy EG1 x EG2 -2,024* ,000
EG1 x CG 0,115 ,000

EG2 x CG 2,141* ,000

Overall level of incestuousness EG1 x EG2 -3,127* ,000
EG1 x CG -0,259 ,000

EG2 x CG 2,868* ,000

*The mean difference is significant at the 0.01 level.

We consider it important to outline the limitations of the empirical research. Let us emphasize that

the study of this issue requires a larger group of subjects with incest trauma in order to study differences
by gender. Additionally, it is observed that the group of people who have experienced incest with a
constructive profile was mainly people who have been undergoing psychotherapy for a long time, which
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may be a determining factor in the impact on the results. Given the stated theses, the above results have
scientific validity and deserve the attention of a wide range of scientists and mental health professionals.

Conclusions. Thus, based on the presented data and comparative statistical procedures, it was
analyzed that the manifestation of self-awareness of people with incest trauma unfolds around the
constructive and destructive profile of the self-concept. It was found that the level of manifestation of
indicators of the integrative nature of the traumatic event, activation of dysfunctional cognitive schemes
and the level of incestuousness is statistically higher among individuals with incest trauma in the group
with a destructive rather than a constructive profile. The analysis of the comparison of intergroup indicators
between the experimental and control groups determined the difference in self-perception of individuals
with a destructive manifestation from a constructive one. It was found that the activation of the intrusion of
traumatic memories complicates the mental state of the individual, forming a complex system of negative
self-perception and emotional distress. The self-concept of individuals with incest trauma in the destructive
profile is accompanied by the perception of their own defectiveness, excessive or insufficient sensitivity in
the mental and physical sphere, a specific attitude towards sex, emotional derivation, and difficulties in
interpersonal relationships. It is emphasized that understanding the self-concept allows us to determine
effective strategies for psychological support and psychosocial assistance at different (especially crisis)
stages of ontogenesis in order to form a positive self-concept. The practical significance of the results lies
in the possibility of their use by psychologists and psychotherapists to compile psychological support and
assistance for individuals who have suffered the trauma of incest.

We see the prospects of the research in a more detailed empirical study of the substantive components
of the self-concept of a person with an incest trauma. The diagnostic capabilities of the applied methods
limit the study of a deeper understanding of the self-attitude system of individuals who have been sexually
abused by close people in childhood. Therefore, we consider it appropriate to expand the methodological
tools and carry out factor analysis procedures. This will provide an opportunity to conduct a structural factor
analysis procedure with the possibility of studying the main indicators of the modality of self-perception in
the sphere of corporeality, sexuality, and trust in the world in individuals with a constructive and destructive
profile of the self-concept.
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FORMATION OF STUDENTS' CREATIVE POTENTIAL AS APRIORITY OF
MODERN HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE CONTEXT OF TRANSFORMATIONAL CHANGES

Anomauyia. Y CTaTTi PO3TISHYTO TEOPETHYHI MIAXOAW IO PO3YMIHHS TBOPYOTO MOTEHITIATY Ta
KPEaTUBHOCTI SK BXJIMBHX TMCHXOJIOTIYHUX XapaKTEPUCTUK OCOOMCTOCTI B yMOBaxX Cy4acHOTO
COLIIOKYNBTypHOTO cepenoBuma. OcobmuBa yBara MpuAiIeHa aHaii3y piBHIB C(hOPMOBAHOCTI TBOPUHX
31i0HOCTEH Yy MOJIO1, 30KpeMa CTYAEHTIB — MalOyTHiX (axiBLiB, 110 Mepe0yBalOTh HA €Talli aKTUBHOTO
npodeciiHoro Ta OCOOWCTICHOTO CTaHOBJICHHS. EMmipndHa dYacTWHAa IOCHIIKEHHS Mependadaia
BHKOPHUCTaHHS MCUXO/iarHOCTUYHUX METOJMK, 33 JIOTIOMOTOK) SKUX OYJIO 3/iMCHEHO KUIBKICHY OIIHKY
PIBHIB KpeaTUBHOCTI B PECIIOHEHTIB. Y MpPOIEC] aHai3y pe3yJIbTaTiB BCTAHOBIECHO PO3MOJLT YYaCHUKIB
3a piBHAMH TBOPYHX 310HOCTEH, 110 JO3BOJIMIIO BUSBUTH SIK 3araibHi TEHICHIII, Tak i qudepeHIiiiioBaHi
XapaKTePUCTUKH KPEaTHBHOTO MUCJICHHS Y JOCTIPKyBaHiid BuOipii. OTprMaHi JaHi iHTEPIPETOBAHO Y
KOHTEKCTI aKTyaJbHOCTI PO3BUTKY TBOPYOTO IMOTEHIIANTY y MOJIOIIKHOMY CEPEIOBHII Ta OKPECICHO
HAMpPsAMU MOXJIMBOT MiITPUMKH IIHOTO TPOIIECY B MEkKaX OCBITHHOT'O CEPEIOBHIIIA.

Knwuoei cnoea: TBOpUMiA TIOTEHINAN, KPEATHBHICTh, KPEaTHBHE MUCIEHHS, TICHXO/IiarHOCTHKA,
TBOPUIi 3710HOCTI, MOJIOJTh, MaHOYTHI (haxiBIli, PO3BUTOK 3I0HOCTEH, IHIUBIIyaTbHAN TIAX1J, CTYICHTH.

Formation of students' creative potential as a priority of modern higher education in the context of
transformational changes

Introduction: In the context of rapid socio-cultural changes, technological progress and growing
demands for innovation and flexibility of thinking, the development of young people's creative potential is
of particular importance. The modern labour market requires professionals who can quickly adapt to new
conditions, generate innovative solutions, think critically and act proactively. At the same time, education
and training systems often focus on the reproduction of knowledge, which does not contribute to the
development of creativity as a key competence of the 21st century.

Of particular concern is the trend towards a decline in creative activity in adolescence and youth
due to the standardisation of educational approaches, lack of individual approach, lack of support for self-
expression and psychological safety. In this context, a comprehensive study of the levels of formation of
the creative potential of young people is relevant, which will allow not only to diagnose its state but also to
predict the possibilities of development under favourable pedagogical conditions.

In addition, the need to understand the theoretical and methodological foundations of
psychodiagnostics of creative abilities is actualised due to the need to adapt classical methods to the
Ukrainian socio-cultural environment, in particular in the conditions of the war and post-war period. Thus,
the study not only fills a scientific gap in the empirical study of youth creativity, but also serves as a practical
basis for the introduction of innovative forms of psychological and educational support.

Theoretical basis of the study: The concepts of creativity and creativity are key in personality
psychology, pedagogy, and cognitive science, as they are related to an individual's ability to generate new
ideas, solve non-standard problems, adapt to change, and find effective ways to interact with the world.
The theoretical basis for the study of creative abilities is formed on the basis of research by both foreign
and Ukrainian scholars [3].

In the classical sense, creativity is seen as the process of creating a new product that is both original
and socially significant. J. Guilford was one of the first to identify divergent thinking as an important
characteristic of creativity, which contrasts with convergent (logical) thinking. Later, E. Torrance proposed
his own tests of creativity, which included the measurement of such indicators as originality, flexibility,
fluidity and elaboration of ideas.

Researchers pay special attention to the structure of creative abilities. Among the key components
are usually identified: motivational (interest in novelty), cognitive (thinking, intellectual operations),
emotional (emotional sensitivity, openness to experience) and behavioural (real willingness to act outside
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the box) [4]. Such a multidimensional understanding of creativity allows us to talk about its development
not only as an intellectual but also as a personal characteristic.

Modern approaches to the study of creativity also include neuropsychological theories that study
the functioning of the brain during creative activity and psychodiagnostic models that allow quantifying
the level of creativity and creative abilities [6].

In the context of the development of future professionals, the development of creative potential is
of particular importance, as it is associated with self-realisation, professional choice, and the ability to adapt
in the face of uncertainty. Modern research points to the need to individualise learning, develop critical
thinking and create conditions for creative expression [2].

The issue of forming a creative personality is traditionally considered in the works of leading
Ukrainian and foreign researchers, including N. Guziy, V. Zagvyazinsky, V. Kan-Kalik, N. Kichuk, S.
Sysoeva. In their studies, creativity is understood as a key characteristic of professional competence that
requires targeted development in the learning process [1].

The purpose of the article is to provide a theoretical and empirical substantiation of the levels of
creativity of future specialists based on the results of an empirical study, as well as to analyse the
peculiarities of their creativity.

0. Moliako makes a significant contribution to the theoretical substantiation of educational and
creative activity, emphasising the importance of involving students in an interactive educational
environment [5].

Adolescence, as an important stage of personality development, is accompanied by an intensive
search for the meaning of life, personal identity and professional self-determination. During this period,
there is a transition from an idealised worldview to a critical understanding of reality, which is often
accompanied by an appeal to creative forms of self-expression [7].

Practice shows that youth is a sensitive period for the development of creative thinking. Young
people strive to understand complex existential contradictions and seek harmony between the inner world
and the external environment. This process is often accompanied by growth crises, which at the same time
open the way to deep reflection and creative activity [7].

From a historical and cultural point of view, the youth period has repeatedly demonstrated its
productivity in the field of art, science and invention [2]. At the same time, the development of creative
potential is determined by the interaction of genetic predispositions and the educational and social context,
which either promotes or inhibits the disclosure of abilities [3].

Youth is also characterised by a tendency to experiment with creative roles, active imagination and
openness to new ideas [4]. It is during this period that the experience of self-observation is accumulated,
which forms the basis for conscious self-development.

The complex dynamics of personality formation in adolescence encompasses not only the
cognitive, but also the socio-emotional and physical spheres. The growth of intellectual potential is ensured
by the development of analytical, critical and systemic thinking [8], and emotional maturity is formed
through the awareness and regulation of one's own experiences.

At the same time, physical growth stimulates interest in healthy lifestyles, sports and physical
activity, which forms long-term habits and supports psycho-emotional well-being [9]. The close interaction
of all components of personal potential forms the basis for self-realisation in the social and professional
environment.

The educational process should include not only the acquisition of knowledge, but also the
development of the ability to think creatively, flexibility in decision-making and an innovative approach to
professional situations [10]. The ability to go beyond traditional algorithms, generate new ideas and apply
them in the unstable conditions of the modern labour market is a crucial factor in professional adaptation

[6].

However, in practice, the higher education system often remains focused on the academic style of
teaching, which does not always contribute to the development of creative thinking. Therefore, there is a
need to create a creatively oriented educational environment [11] that will promote students' initiative and
self-realisation.

The creative potential of an individual can be considered as an integral characteristic that includes
worldview, value, intellectual and volitional qualities. Together they form the basis for the formation of
creativity as a key professional competence of a psychologist [5].

Effective disclosure of creative potential in the educational environment is possible due to:

Interactive forms of work - trainings, business games, case methods;
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Integration of disciplines - an interdisciplinary approach that stimulates complex thinking;

Development of self-regulatory mechanisms - the ability to organise one's own activities in difficult
conditions [6].

Scientific research outlines the stages of the creative process, which include: preparation
(formulation of the problem), frustration (encountering difficulties), incubation (unconscious processing),
insight (insight) and implementation (implementation of the solution) [12].

Involvement of students in scientific and practical activities - participation in conferences,
development of author's projects, writing qualification papers - creates conditions for the development of
initiative, responsibility and reflective thinking [2].

Thus, developing students' creative potential is a strategically important goal of modern higher
education. This contributes not only to professional training but also to the comprehensive development of
a personality capable of innovative thinking, adaptation and self-realisation in the context of constant socio-
cultural change [6].

Three methods were used in the study. The first of them, the Diagnostics of Creative Potential and
Creativity methodology, is focused on determining the general level of an individual's creative readiness
for creative activity. The structure of this methodology includes eighteen tasks that identify key personality
characteristics that contribute to creativity, including intellectual curiosity, ability to concentrate, self-
confidence, perseverance and ability to abstract. The obtained results allow for a quantitative assessment
of creative potential, which is classified into three levels - high, medium and low. This approach provides
an opportunity for a differentiated analysis of students' individual characteristics and the degree of their
readiness for self-realisation in creative activity.

The second methodology used was the diagnostic system developed by O. Tunik, which allows to
study personal creative abilities with regard to the motivational and emotional component. This tool
consists of fifty questions grouped into blocks covering such characteristics as developed imagination,
curiosity, openness to new experiences, risk-taking and the ability to overcome obstacles. An important
advantage of this methodology is its ability to identify not only the presence of creative traits, but also the
depth of their manifestation in different contexts. It allows us to trace the extent to which a student is able
to act in conditions of uncertainty, how he or she treats non-standard situations, and to what extent he or
she is ready to generate new ideas. Thus, the results of this stage of diagnostics allowed us to establish the
level of personal creative activity and its connection with the general creative orientation of the respondent.

The third methodology used was M. Yantsur's methodology ‘Determination of General Creative
Abilities of a Person’, which is focused on identifying the general level of creativity development without
reference to a particular type of activity. It involves assessing attitudes towards the creative process by
analysing responses to twenty statements relating to personal reactions, thinking, emotional perception and
general openness to new experiences. This approach allows us to quantify the degree of development of
creative abilities and trace their connection with psychological qualities that ensure effective self-realisation
in creative activity. The obtained indicators provided the basis for a comprehensive analysis of students'
creativity in the modern educational space.

Thus, the use of three diverse methods made it possible to cover both general manifestations of
creative potential and personal characteristics that facilitate or, conversely, inhibit its realisation. This
approach is methodologically sound and ensures the reliability of the results obtained, which later became
the basis for analysing the dynamics and peculiarities of the formation of creative thinking in adolescence.

As part of an empirical study of creative potential as a component of the professional competence
of future specialists, a comprehensive psychodiagnosis was conducted among students aged 16 to 22. The
total sample was 60 people.

Researching the level of creative potential of young people is an important component in studying
the impact of socio-psychological factors on the formation of creative thinking in adolescence. The use of
the methodology ‘Diagnostics of Creative Potential and Creativity’ allowed us to obtain substantiated
empirical information on the individual characteristics of the development of creative abilities in student
youth. With the help of this psychodiagnostic tool, it became possible not only to record the existing level
of creativity among respondents, but also to outline characteristic trends and identify barriers that may
hinder the active development of creative potential. Based on the collected data, the peculiarities of the
realisation of creative opportunities in the context of the social environment and personal characteristics of
students were analysed.

The results show that 30 % of respondents, which corresponds to 18 people, showed a high level
of creative potential. This group is characterised by a clear desire for novelty, ease in forming non-standard
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ideas, and the ability to quickly adapt to unusual situations. These participants are usually characterised by
a high level of self-expression, a tendency to think innovatively, and confidence in their own abilities.
Probably, the development of their creative potential was positively influenced by a favourable microsocial
environment, support from family and teaching staff, as well as internal motivation for self-realisation.
Within this group, there is openness to new experiences, readiness for creative experimentation and the
ability to overcome difficulties arising in the course of their work.

Percentage

H High Creative Potential

Moderate Creative Potential

Fig. 1. Distribution of participants by level of creative potential (Diagnostics of Creative Potential
and Creativity)

Instead, the majority of respondents, namely 70%, demonstrated a moderate level of creative
potential. This indicator indicates the presence of certain inclinations towards creative activity, but their
implementation is complicated by a number of barriers. Young people with a moderate level of creativity
generally show interest in creative processes, but often do not actively implement their ideas. One of the
most common factors hindering the development of creativity is the fear of failure. It can have both internal
origins - associated with low self-esteem and self-doubt - and external origins, caused by social influence
or fear of being judged by peers or significant adults. Such fear blocks the basic cognitive and emotional
mechanisms that ensure the emergence of creative ideas, reduces motivation to implement them and the
ability to express oneself productively.

The impact of fear of failure is particularly noticeable in the initial stages of the creative process,
when ideas are being formulated or new approaches to problem solving are being sought. In such cases,
uncertainty can reduce the intensity of creative thinking or completely inhibit the initiative. In the
implementation phase, fear of criticism often leads to avoidance of public presentation of ideas or refusal
to participate in creative initiatives. In a social context, this may be accompanied by feelings of isolation,
misunderstanding or anxiety, which further exacerbates the blockage of creativity.

Young people with moderate levels of creativity are characterised by an internal conflict: on the
one hand, they strive to fulfil themselves through creativity, and on the other hand, they face psychological
limitations that reduce their belief in their own abilities. Each new idea often passes through stages of doubt,
critical analysis and uncertainty in their minds, which often ends in a refusal to take further action. In such
circumstances, the social environment is of particular importance, as it either supports or hinders the
development of the initiative.

The general conclusions drawn from the data indicate that the development of youth creativity is a
derivative not only of the existing potential, but also of the influence of the social environment, emotional
climate and personal readiness for creative activity. A high level of creativity demonstrates the importance
of support from an environment that encourages self-expression and innovation. At the same time, the
moderate level of creativity among most respondents signals the need to create conditions that will help
overcome existing barriers and stimulate creative activity.

In order to increase the level of creativity among the younger generation, it is advisable to focus on
reducing the fear of failure and fostering a positive attitude towards experimentation and self-expression.
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Creating an educational environment that supports individuality, tolerates mistakes as a necessary part of
creative search, and provides tools for building confidence in one's own abilities is a priority in the context
of realising the potential of young people. The introduction of innovative forms and methods of work,
including art therapy practices, can contribute to a significant increase in the level of creativity and reduce
the impact of adverse social and psychological factors.

Percentage

H High Level
Moderate Level

M Low Level

Fig. 2. Distribution of participants by level of creativity (Diagnostics of Personal Creative Abilities
by O. Tunik)

For an in-depth study of the level of creativity development among students, the methodology
‘Diagnostics of Personal Creative Abilities’ developed by O. Tunik was used. This tool allowed for a
comprehensive assessment of the internal creative potential of respondents, as well as to explore the
psychological mechanisms underlying the formation and implementation of creative thinking. The
guestionnaire consisted of 50 questions aimed at identifying key indicators of a person's creative activity.
In particular, it covered such characteristics as the ability to present new ideas, flexibility of thinking, the
desire for self-expression, risk-taking, and intrinsic motivation to overcome difficult situations. The results
allowed us to divide the respondents into three main groups depending on the level of their creativity: high,
medium and low.

The use of this methodology was an important step in determining not only the current state of
creative abilities among young people, but also potential barriers that could hinder or, conversely, enhance
the development of creative potential. This approach made it possible to analyse the impact of socio-
psychological factors, the educational environment and personal attitudes on young people's ability to
express themselves creatively. Based on the survey results, a graphical representation of the distribution of
creativity levels among the respondents was constructed.

The data shows that 30 per cent of the participants, i.e. 18 people, have reached a high level of
personal creativity. Representatives of this group showed a distinct ability to generate new ideas, flexibility
in thinking, ease in solving non-standard tasks and a tendency to take an innovative approach to their work.
Young people with this level of creativity are usually able to adapt quickly to change, solve complex
problems effectively, and demonstrate a high level of independence in decision-making. Indicators of this
level may indicate the positive influence of the environment - family, academic or professional - as well as
the formed internal motivation for self-realisation. This result confirms the presence of a significant
percentage of students who are ready for productive creative activity even within traditional educational
settings.

The largest proportion of respondents - 50%, or 30 people - demonstrated an average level of
creative activity. Participants in this category have basic creative thinking abilities, but need additional
stimulation to fully realise them. Although there is a certain inclination towards original thinking, its
manifestations remain limited due to a number of factors, including a lack of support from significant
others, insufficient motivation or lack of self-confidence. Young people with an average level of creativity
often avoid taking risks, holding back their ideas and striving for innovation for fear of making mistakes or
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being criticised. That is why this group is potentially promising for the implementation of educational
activities aimed at developing creative thinking. In this context, it is effective to create a learning
environment that supports experimentation, promotes tolerance for failure, and encourages independent
decision-making.

Another 20 per cent of respondents (12 people) were classified as having a low level of personal
creativity. Representatives of this category face difficulties in the process of implementing creative ideas,
and sometimes in the very formation of new concepts or approaches. The reasons for this level can be both
individual and psychological (e.g., anxiety, low self-esteem, lack of self-confidence) and external social
(e.g., arestrictive environment, lack of support, stigmatisation of innovative approaches). The identification
of such a group indicates the need for an individual approach in the process of developing their potential,
which may include art therapy practices, interactive forms of learning, as well as methods aimed at reducing
psychological stress and forming a positive attitude towards creativity.

The analysis of the results shows that most students are within the average level of creativity, which
opens up wide opportunities for further pedagogical and psychological work to stimulate their creative
abilities. At the same time, the presence of a significant percentage of participants with a high level of
creativity indicates the potential of modern youth for innovative thinking and openness to change. This
indicates the expediency of systematic implementation of creativity development programmes in the
educational process, which will not only increase youth participation in creative forms of activity, but also
contribute to the comprehensive development of the individual, increase adaptive potential and readiness
for professional implementation in a modern dynamic society.

The study used the methodology ‘Determination of General Human Creative Abilities’ by M.
Yantsur, which allowed to assess the level of creative potential among the sample participants. The
respondents had to answer 20 statements, indicating the degree of agreement with them, which made it
possible to obtain quantitative data for further analysis

Very High Level
5%

High Level
259 H Very High Level

High Level

Low Level
10%

B Moderate Level

Moderate Level
60%

H Low Level

Very Low Level

Fig. 3. Distribution of participants by level of general creative abilities (Method by M. Yantsur)

The analysis of the results showed that only 5% of respondents (three people) demonstrated a very
high level of creativity. This indicates that they have a pronounced ability to think innovatively, generate
non-standard ideas and implement creative approaches. These participants are distinguished by their
creative activity, original vision of problems and a tendency to intellectual experimentation. Their thinking
style is characterised by flexibility, self-confidence and a desire to find unique solutions.

A high level of creativity was found in 25% of respondents (15 people). This category also has
significant creative potential, although it is less stable. Their ability to generate ideas and adapt to new
conditions is evident, but requires external stimulation or support to be fully developed. They demonstrate
openness to new experiences and interest in search, although they are more likely to prefer safe options,
avoiding risky decisions.

The average level of creativity inherent in 60% of the respondents (36 people) indicates the
presence of a basic creative potential that can be developed under conditions of targeted pedagogical
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influence. These respondents have the opportunity to participate in creative processes, but their activity in
this area often remains hidden or underutilised. Their thinking can be guided by habitual patterns, which
requires the development of skills of alternative vision, the formation of internal motivation for creativity
and the creation of a favourable educational environment.

A low level of creativity was recorded in 10% of respondents (6 people). These participants
demonstrate restrained creative activity, tend to be structured and methodical, preferring proven models of
action. Their approach to solving problems is rational and cautious, which limits spontaneity and risk-taking
in their thinking. However, with individual support and a supportive environment, it is possible to gradually
unlock their hidden potential.

It is worth noting that a very low level of creativity was not found in this sample. This indicates the
presence of at least a minimum level of creativity in each of the respondents, which opens up prospects for
further development of individual characteristics of creative thinking.

A comparative analysis of different levels of creativity showed that participants with a low level of
creativity, despite their limited imagination, have a high level of discipline, focus and ability to complete
tasks consistently. Their work style is focused on clear instructions, predictability and risk avoidance.
Whereas respondents with high and very high levels of creativity demonstrate a tendency to experiment,
critically rethink established norms, easily switch to new strategies and a desire for self-expression.

Conclusions and prospects for further research. The results of the study revealed a significant
variation in the levels of creativity among young people. The majority of respondents have an average level
of creativity, which indicates the presence of a basic potential that can be activated under favourable
conditions. A small proportion of participants demonstrate a high and very high level of creativity, which
is a positive indicator for further support and development of innovative thinking. The findings emphasise
the need for individualised approaches to the development of creative abilities and the implementation of
appropriate educational and psycho-pedagogical programmes. Prospects for further research include
studying the dynamics of creative potential depending on social, educational and psychological factors, as
well as developing effective interventions to stimulate creativity in the youth environment.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL FEATURES OF INTERNET ADDICTION IN ADOLESCENT
CHILDREN

Anotauiss: Merta po6oru. HaykoBe pocmipkeHHs TMpHCBAYeHE TpoOiemi I[HTepHeT-
3aJIeKHOCTI MUIITKIB Bif TapkeriB. Metomodoria. Ha pisHuX eranmax BHKOHAHHS 3aB/aHb
BHKOPHUCTAHO TaKi METOMIM Ta TEXHOJIOTIi, sSIK: iIHTEepaKTUBHA Oecina, anketyBaHH: («Ha BU3HaUeHHS
InTepHer-3anexHocTi»), TectyBaHHsi («OLiHKAa PO3BUTKY BOJBOBHUX SIKOCTEH», «JlocmimKkeHHs
BOJIBOBOI caMoperyJisiiiin, «J/liarHocTuka MOTHBAIII 10 ycmixy»). HaykoBa HoBH3HA. BeTaHoBIeHO,
o [HTepHeT-3aIeKHICTh MOYKE PO3BHBATH TEBHI BHIIM MOBEMIHKH MIiTEH MiTITKOBOTO BIKY, Cepel
SKUX OCHOBHUMH €: TPHUCTPACTh 1O BIPTYaJbHOTO CHUIKYBaHHS Ta BIPTyaJbHUX 3HAHOMCTB;
ITHOpYBaHHSI MO HaBKOJIO cede,; MoraHa ajamnTallisi [0 PeajlbHOTrO KUTTS; HAasBHICTh MEBHHUX
(hi3ioNOTIYHNX O3HAK (3arajbHa BTOMA, HEOAKaHHS MPOSBIISTH aKTHBHICTH, KBOJICTh, arPECUBHICTh
ToIO), iH(OpMaIiiiHe NepeHaBaHTaXXCHHS. BHCHOBKHM. JlOCTIKEHO, MO OUIBIIICTh Cy4YaCHHX
0aTbKiB 103BOJISIIOTH CBOIM JIITSIM KOPUCTYBaTHCA rajkeTaMy 0e3 0OMeXeHHs B 4aci, 00TpyHTOBYIOUH
e THM, II0 TaKUM YMHOM JIiTH Kpalle PO3BHBAIOTHCA. Y TOH ke 4ac OAThKU MOTOKYBAIUCS, IO
BKpail HeOE3MeYHOI cTae MpobjemMa MiIMIHU IHAMBITYaIbHO-OCOOUCTICHOTO PEALHOTO >KUTTS
BIPTyaJIbHOI pealibHiCTIO. JlOBeleHo, M0 JAWTHHA, siIKa 0arato 4Yacy MPOBOIUTH Y BipTyaJIbHOMY
iH(OpMaIIHHOMY TIPOCTOPI, TipIIe B3aEMOII€ 3 HABKOJUIIIHIM CBITOM, «BHITQJa€» 3 HHOTO, IOYNHAE
BiUyBaTH CKJIQJHOIII y B3a€MHUHAX i3 COIIaJIbHUM OTOYECHHSIM BHsBIeHO cXuibHiCTh [HTEpHET-
3aJIeKHUX MUUTTKIB 10 MOPYUIEHHS CYCIUIBHUX HOPM 1 IpaBWJI NOBEAIHKH. BUALIEHO 3B’ 30K MK
[HTepHET-aqUKITIEI0 Ta TOTATOM 10 OpexHi. BCTaHOBIEHO 3BOPOTHY KOPEISIII0O MK KPHUTEPIEM
KOMII'FOTEPHOT 3aJISKHOCTI Ta MOKA3HMKOM CHJIM BOJII, IO XapaKTepHO sl BCiX (OpM 3aleKHOI
MOBEIHKH. AKIIEHTOBAHO Ha 3BOPOTHHI B3a€MO3B’S30K MK CTaJli€}0 KOMIT FOTEPHOI 3aJI€KHOCTI Ta
MMOKa3HUKOM MOTHBAIIii: MOTHBHU COIIAJIbHOI 3HAYYMIOCTI. BCTaHOBIIGHO HETATHBHHM 3B’SI30K MIXK
CTamissiMM  CPOPMOBAHOCTI KOMIT'FOTEPHOI 3aJIeKHOCTI Ta CaMOOIHKOK 3a TIOKa3HHKAMU
«30BHIIIHICTBY 1 «BIEBHEHICTb Y c001». Bka3aHo Ha 3HM)KEeHHS MOTUBAL] TpHU popMyBaHHI [HTEepHET-
3aJIe)KHOCTI BHACTIIOK 33JJ0BOJICHHS TTOTPeON y camopeaizallii Ta CaMOBHPAXKECHHI y BipTyaTbHOMY
cBiTi. OMUCaHO COIiabHY HE3PLTICTh, iIHQAHTHIBHICTD T'a/DKET-aIUKTIB. BCTAHOBIEHO BUHUKHEHHS
MOPYIIIEHb B €MOIIIHHO-BOJIBOBIH cdepi, 0cnabiieHHs BOJIHOBUX YCTaHOBOK, IIIO BIUIMBAE 3AATHICTh
CaMOCTIHHO MPUAMATH PIIIEHHS 1 TPU3BOAUTH IO BTPATH KOHTPOJTIO 32 JIISIMHU.

KirouoBi cioBa: BipTyanpHMil 1HQOpMauiiiHuii mpocTip, OHJIaH-pecypcH, IHTepHeT-
3alIeKHICTh,  BIpTyallizallii  OCBITHROTO  CEpPEIOBWINA, MIMIITKA, TCUXOJIOTO-TIEIaroriaHa
npodinakTuka.

Abstract: Purpose of the study. The scientific research is devoted to the problem of
adolescents’ Internet addiction to gadgets. Methodology. At various stages of the study, the following
methods and technologies were used: interactive conversation, questionnaires (“To determine Internet
addiction”), and testing (‘“Assessment of the development of volitional qualities,” “Study of volitional
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self-regulation,” “Diagnosis of achievement motivation”).Scientific novelty. It was found that Internet
addiction may foster certain types of behavior in adolescents, the main ones being: a passion for virtual
communication and online acquaintances; ignoring events around them; poor adaptation to real life;
presence of certain physiological signs (general fatigue, reluctance to be active, weakness,
aggressiveness, etc.), and informational overload. Conclusions. The study found that most modern
parents allow their children to use gadgets without time limits, justifying this by the belief that it
enhances development. At the same time, parents acknowledged the dangerous substitution of real
personal life with virtual reality. It has been proven that children who spend excessive time in virtual
information environments interact poorly with the real world, “drop out” of it, and experience social
communication difficulties. A tendency among Internet-addicted adolescents to violate social norms
and rules was identified, as well as a link between Internet addiction and the propensity for lying. A
negative correlation was established between the level of computer addiction and the strength of will,
which is typical for all forms of addictive behavior. A reverse relationship was also noted between the
stage of computer addiction and the motivation level related to social significance. A negative
correlation was found between the stages of computer addiction development and self-esteem in the
areas of “appearance” and “self-confidence.” Decreased motivation is noted due to satisfying self-
realization and self-expression needs in the virtual world. The article describes the social immaturity
and infantilism of gadget addicts and highlights emotional-volitional sphere disorders and weakened
volitional attitudes, which impair decision-making abilities and lead to a loss of behavioral control.

Keywords: virtual information space, online resources, Internet addiction, virtualization of the
educational environment, adolescents, psychological-pedagogical prevention.

Introduction. Modern Ukrainian society is marked by crises in many areas of public life,
resulting in a sharp shift in habitual behavioral stereotypes. The destabilization of the financial situation
and the country’s unfavorable conditions contribute to a widespread sense of insecurity among the
population. Dissatisfaction with real life is one of the pressing issues of contemporary society and often
takes on a pathological character. Adolescents are especially vulnerable in this context due to their
psychological characteristics and developmental stage, which place them in a state of crisis. One of the
forms of escape from an unbearable reality is the virtual information space, which particularly affects
teenagers. This age group seeks opportunities to express themselves, assume a certain social role, and
achieve self-determination needs that are most easily fulfilled through online resources.

Theoretical Background of the Study. Significant contributions to the study of Internet
addiction have been made by researchers such as N. Petryk and O. Fedoriv (2023), who examined the
impact of modern gadgets on the health of children and adolescents; O. Litvinova (2021), who
conducted an empirical study on the influence of gadgets on adolescents’ mental state; L. Levytska
(2022), who analyzed the psychological characteristics of adolescent Internet addiction; O. Kuleshova
and L. Mikheeva (2022), who studied Internet addiction in youth and outlined ways to overcome it;
and A. Kariyev, F. Orazbayeva, A. Zhunusbekova, and R. Kenzhetaaieva (2025), who identified types
of Internet addiction among Kazakhstani students in the context of the virtualization of the educational
environment. Notably, V. Bedan (2022), O. Petrynko, and K. Teleshun (2022) proposed
psychoprophylactic strategies for addressing gadget addiction among adolescents and adults.

Individual personality traits that may act as determinants of gadget addiction, as identified by
M. Khovrych (2021), S. Cherneta and Zabolotskyi (2023), I. Yuskiv (2024), and I. Fedorchenko
(2025), include: weak volitional control, high levels of neuroticism, heightened emotionality, external
locus of control, inadequate self-perception, unrealistically low or high self-esteem, dissatisfaction
with oneself, shyness and introversion, a desire for independence, social phobias, feelings of loneliness
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and a lack of mutual understanding from others, awareness of low social status, a need for attention, a
tendency toward fantasy and gambling.

Despite the significant number of publications, the issue of Internet addiction among
adolescents requires further study. The relevance of the problem and the importance of methodological
and practical development led to the choice of this research topic in order to highlight previously
unresolved aspects of the broader issue.

Purpose of the Article. To examine the key psychological characteristics of adolescent
children with Internet addiction.

Empirical Part. At various stages of the empirical study, the following methods and
technologies were used: interactive conversation, questionnaires (“To determine Internet addiction”™),
and testing (“Assessment of the development of volitional qualities,” “Study of volitional self-
regulation,” “Diagnosis of achievement motivation”). During the conversation phase, parents of
adolescents were asked to complete the tasks and answer questions regarding their children’s Internet
use. When asked, “How do you feel about your child using modern gadgets, and why?”, 60% of parents
responded positively. They believed that interacting with gadgets enriched and diversified children’s
activities and helped them learn reading, writing, and math. Parents also noted that modern society
dictates its own rules, and that using new technologies is a necessity for the younger generation.
Meanwhile, 40% of parents responded negatively, explaining that adolescence is too early for using
mobile phones and tablets.

When asked, “How much time do you allow your child to spend using gadgets?”, 35% of
parents said their child played educational games on a tablet or smartphone for one hour per day. 30%
did not monitor how much time their child spent on games. 15% allowed up to 30 minutes per day of
phone use, and 20% only allowed gadget use for school-related tasks. Thus, most modern parents
permit their children to use gadgets without time limits, believing it contributes to their development.

At the same time, parents agreed that the substitution of a child’s real, personal life with virtual
reality was becoming extremely dangerous. Children who spend a lot of time on electronic devices
interact less effectively with the world around them, “drop out” of reality, and begin to struggle in
social relationships.

As part of the study, participants were asked to spend an entire day—eight hours—without
access to the virtual information space, online resources, the Internet, or any digital devices
(smartphones, computers, televisions, etc.) and to document their activities and feelings throughout the
experience.

It was found that:

- 75% of the adolescents were unable to last eight hours without the Internet. The main
sensations they described included increased irritability, emotional instability, a tendency toward
depression, and low stress tolerance. This group also exhibited negative reactions when others tried to
divert their attention away from the Internet.

- 25% of adolescents managed to stay offline for eight hours. While they described
similar feelings to the 75% who failed the task, the intensity of these feelings was much lower. This
group showed the ability to manage their time effectively and preferred spending their free time
meeting with friends. Their use of digital resources did not interfere with social interaction. Still, 47.6%
of these adolescents reported some issues related to excessive Internet use. They typically spent more
than three hours online per day and often checked their email before engaging in more important tasks.

Based on these findings, it was determined that two out of three participants were unable to
stay away from gadgets for eight hours, indicating they were Internet-dependent.

Based on the results of the questionnaire administered to adolescents regarding their level of
Internet addiction, the following distribution was identified:
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- 35.4% of respondents were classified as regular Internet users who were able to control
the amount of time spent online (low level of addiction);

- 25.8% of respondents exhibited minor problems associated with excessive Internet use
(moderate level of addiction);

- 31.4% scored between 80-100 points, indicating the presence of Internet addiction
(high level of addiction), requiring professional intervention.

Thus, the results revealed that 42.8% of respondents demonstrated a low level of Internet
addiction. However, the high level of addiction—31.4%—represents the “at-risk group” that requires
corresponding corrective and preventive psychological-pedagogical measures.

After speaking with the adolescents, it was determined that most of them cited online
communication with friends as the primary reason for using the Internet. A smaller portion used the
Internet for educational purposes (reading books, articles), and, interestingly, none of the respondents
reported going online without a specific purpose. Most students accessed the Internet not via computers
but via personal smartphones or tablets.

The students also completed a situational questionnaire entitled “Your Leisure Time”, where
they were asked to choose how they most frequently spent their free time (e.g., reading books, walking
with friends, browsing the Internet without a specific purpose, helping at home, listening to music,
doing live streams, etc.).

However, even listening to music, as a form of leisure, was often connected to the Internet
(e.g., watching movies or listening to music online). Only 20% of children reported attending
extracurricular activities or hobby groups. It is encouraging that 31.3% preferred face-to-face
communication and walking with friends.

These results suggest that “Internet-based leisure” is increasingly displacing traditional forms
of recreation such as socializing with friends, reading books, and participating in clubs or sports. Our
findings indicate that the ages of 12 to 14 are a critical period of “self-discovery”, during which
children are particularly vulnerable to becoming trapped in Internet dependence.

In general, the respondents were not selective about how they spent their leisure time, often
choosing the most accessible options. As a result, adolescent schoolchildren tend to seek fulfillment of
their needs online. They use Internet time indiscriminately and without control, most often staying
online on social networks or playing online games. Excessive use of digital resources leads to the
formation of a stable dependence on the virtual environment. Further clarifying surveys revealed that
among the group of Internet-dependent adolescents, the most common indicators of loss of control
over their behavior included: inability to quit a game without outside help; high tolerance — spending
40 or more hours per week in the virtual space. This group also exhibited signs of social dysfunction:
irritability and anger when others inquired about what they were doing online; preference for virtual
communication over real-life interaction; and complaints from others about the respondent’s prolonged
presence in the virtual world.

Results and Their Discussion. The data obtained indicate a growing significance of the
virtual space in adolescents’ communication systems and, as a result, a decline in the importance of
live interpersonal interaction. This contributes to emotional changes and a loss of motivation. The
intangible nature of the virtual environment leads to a sense of dissatisfaction, as well as decreased
internal activity and motivation.

A particularly notable finding is the pronounced need for intense sensations among addicted
individuals (p < 0.05). Combined with external passivity, this need turns into a desire for thrills in the
virtual world—where fulfilling such needs requires no real effort. All that is needed for excitement in
online reality is modern equipment and a subscription. Thus, the combination of thrill-seeking and
passivity creates a risk of Internet addiction.
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Adolescents suffering from Internet addiction show a tendency to violate social norms and
rules of behavior. This urge is easier to express in online communication, where there is less likelihood
of being held accountable for one’s words or actions. The Internet environment fosters a sense of
permissiveness and impunity, encouraging delinquent behavior. Attempts at unlawful actions made in
virtual reality often lead to similar actions in the real world. On the Internet, insults, profanity,
defamation, and copyright violations are commonplace, and the information space often becomes a
training ground for unlawful behavior. Despite the vast amount of useful content and diversity of
opinions online, traces of moral decay are more visible than efforts to restore ethical norms and often
go unpunished.

A significant correlation between Internet addiction and a tendency to lie was found (p < 0.01).
During online communication, it is easier to hide the truth or provide false information than in face-
to-face conversations. Online dialogue offers different levels of user accessibility—from real-time text
chats to delayed forum responses, and includes audio and video communication. The lower the level
of user accessibility, the harder it is to detect lies. Over time, individuals develop a habit of concealing
the amount of time spent online and the nature of their activity. This information is most often hidden
from family members or, if relevant, from supervisors when the work involves computers and Internet
use.

A negative correlation was identified between the level of computer dependence and the
strength of will (Rs = —0.33, p < 0.01), which is characteristic of all forms of addictive behavior.
Additionally, an inverse relationship was found between the stage of computer addiction and
motivational indicators—specifically, socially significant motives (Rs = —0.23, p < 0.05). The
reduction in willpower and motivation among gadget users indicates structural changes in personality
processes as computer addiction develops, leading to a shift in their activity orientation.

According to the correlation analysis, a negative relationship was observed between the stages
of computer addiction formation and self-esteem regarding appearance and self-confidence (p = 0.01).
Dissatisfaction with one’s appearance is common among adolescents and may take dangerous forms
such as dysmorphophobia or anorexia. Real or imagined flaws reduce an adolescent’s self-esteem and
confidence, which can negatively affect their social status and relationships with peers. In this context,
Internet communication becomes a means of compensating for failures in real interpersonal
relationships.

Conclusions. The analysis of theoretical and empirical research results allows us to draw the
following conclusions:

1. Adolescents are currently the most vulnerable group to the development of Internet
addiction, as their psyche is still in the process of formation.
2. Specific psychological traits have been identified in adolescents at various stages of

Internet addiction. These adolescents often ignore or fail to notice events around them, are poorly
adapted to real life, and exhibit certain physiological symptoms (general fatigue, reluctance to be
active, weakness, aggressiveness, etc.). Their self-esteem scores for appearance and confidence are
low, and they tend to prefer a dependent style of communication.

3. A decline in motivation is observed as Internet addiction forms, due to the satisfaction
of self-realization and self-expression needs in the virtual world. A tendency toward social immaturity
and infantilism is also noted among gadget addicts.

4. Internet-addicted adolescents experience emotional-volitional disruptions and a
weakening of volitional attitudes, which negatively affects their ability to make independent decisions
and leads to a loss of behavioral control.

Prospects for Further Research. The next steps in assessing Internet addiction in adolescents
will involve the psychodiagnostic study of this process using psychometric tools developed by: M.
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Orzack and D. Orzack (1999), S. Yang and J. Chieh-Ju (2007), S. Zhu, N. Liu, W. Zhang, Y. Sun, H.
Song, K. Tang, and X. Zhang (2024), to identify the psychological and physical symptoms of Internet
addiction.
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THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL FACTORS ON THE
DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONALITY INDEPENDENCE IN ADOLESCENCE

AHoTamiss. B cTaTTi po3nISIaeThCs BIUTUB COIIATBHUX 1 EMOIMIMHUX (aKTOPIB Ha PO3BUTOK
CaMOCTIHHOCTI OCOOMCTOCTI y FOHaIbKoMy Billi. Oco0mBa yBara mpuauIIe€ThCs aHalli3y COIIaIbHOTO
OTOYCHHS, MDKOCOOMCTICHMX B3a€EMHUH, PIBHS €MOIIMHOI MITPUMKH Ta BIUIMBY ITUX YHHHHUKIB Ha
CTaHOBJIEHHS] aBTOHOMHOCTI, 1HII[IaTUBHOCTI Ta BIIMOBIAAIBLHOCTI Y Mojoi. PoboTa cripsimoBana Ha
BHUBYEHHS POJIi EMOIIIIHOT 3p1IOCTI Ta ComiaabHOI B3aeMO/Iii y (hOpMyBaHHI CAaMOCTIHHOCTI, IO CTIPHUSIE
aganTarlii 0COOMCTOCTI 10 BUKIWKIB IOHAIBKOTO TepioAy. Pe3ynabTatu MOCHIKEHHS MOXYTh OyTH
KOPUCHUMH JJIS1 TI€JJaroris, ICUXOJIOTIB Ta OATHKIB y MIATPUMII PO3BUTKY CAMOCTIHHOCTI y MOJIOI.

B craTTi po3risnaeThcsi mparHeHHs 10 CAMOCTIHHOCTI B IOHAIIBKOMY Billi, 110 € ()eHOMEHOM
€Taly CTaHOBJEHHS OCOOMCTOCTi. AHANI3Y€EThCS BIUIMB YCHhOTO OTOUYYBAaHHS, 30Kpema ciM'T Ta
JIopociuX, Ha (OpMYBaHHS CaMOCTIHHOCTI dYepe3 MIATPUMKY Ta MOJCTIOBAHHS TIOBEIIHKH.
BucBiTiII0€THCS 3HAUEHHS aKTUBHOT XKUTTEBOT MO3UIII{ Ta MOPAIbHO-LIHHICHUX aCIIEKTIB Y PO3BUTKY
CaMOCTIHHOCTI, 10 CIPHUSIIOTH (POPMYBAHHIO BiAMOBITAILHOCTI Ta 3MaTHOCTI JISITH BiIMOBIIHO 0
BJIACHUX LIHHOCTEH. FOHALBKUI BiK XapaKTePH3YEThCS BUCOKOIO CIIPUMHSATIMBICTIO 10 COLIaTbHUX
BIUTMBIB Ta MOXJIMBICTIO PO3BUTKY MO3UTHBHHUX SKOCTEH. Y I[bOMY MEpiofli aKTUBHO (OPMYIOTHCS
MOTHBAIIisl, BOJISI, EMOIIii Ta CAMOCBIZIOMICTb, IO JTO3BOJISIE FOHAKAM YCBIIOMITFOBATH CBOi OakKaHHS Ta
BU3HAYATH KUTTEBUN HUIIX. CaMOCTIMHICTD MPOTUCTABISIETHCS OCOOMCTICHIA Oe3MmopajHOCTI, fKa
TIPOSIBIIIETHCSL Yepe3 HEPBOBY HECTAOUIbHICTh, HU3bKY CAMOOIIHKY Ta TMAacHBHICTH. JlocmimkeHHs
MOKa3yI0Th, 110 CAMOCTIHHI 0COOM MalOTh BHIIUI pPiBEHb YKUTTECTIHKOCTI, 110 TO3BOJSE M Kpalle
CIPABIIATHUCS 31 CTPECOBUMU CUTYALISIMHU.

B crarTi migkpecieHo, 1O comianbHI Ta €MOIlHI (PaKTOpH MarTh KIIOYOBY pOJIb Y
(hopMyBaHHI CaMOCTIHHOCTI B IOHAIIBKOMY BIilll, KOJM BiJOYBAa€ThCS AaKTUBHE CTAHOBJICHHS
ABTOHOMHOCTI Ta 1HII1aTUBH.

KuarouoBi cjioBa: caMoCTiliHICTh, IOHAIIBKUI BIiK, COIIaidbHI (paKTOpH, EMOIliiiHI YNHHUKH,
ABTOHOMHICTb, IHII[IATHBHICTH, aJalNTallis, €MOIIMHA 3pUTICTh, COIliaJIbHA B3a€EMOJIiS, PO3BUTOK
0COOHCTOCTI.

The article examines the influence of social and emotional factors on the development of
personal autonomy in adolescence. Particular attention is paid to the analysis of the social environment,
interpersonal relationships, the level of emotional support and the impact of these factors on the
formation of autonomy, initiative and responsibility in young people. The work is aimed at studying
the role of emotional maturity and social interaction in the formation of autonomy, which contributes
to the adaptation of the individual to the challenges of adolescence. The results of the study can be
useful for teachers, psychologists and parents in supporting the development of independence in young
people.

The article examines the desire for independence in adolescence, which is a phenomenon of
the stage of personality development. The author analyzes the influence of the entire environment,
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including family and adults, on the formation of independence through support and behavioral
modeling. The author highlights the importance of an active life position and moral and value aspects
in the development of independence, which contribute to the formation of responsibility and the ability
to act in accordance with one's own values. Adolescence is characterized by high susceptibility to
social influences and the possibility of developing positive qualities. During this period, motivation,
will, emotions, and self-awareness are actively formed, allowing young people to realize their desires
and determine their life path. Independence is opposed to personal helplessness, which is manifested
through nervous instability, low self-esteem and passivity. Studies show that independent individuals
have a higher level of resilience, which allows them to cope better with stressful situations.

The article emphasizes that social and emotional factors play a key role in the formation of
autonomy in adolescence, when autonomy and initiative are actively developing.

Keywords: independence, adolescence, social factors, emotional factors, autonomy, initiative,
adaptation, emotional maturity, social interaction, personality development.

Modern society presents new challenges to young people: rapid changes in the information
space, a high level of mobility and globalization, as well as changes in the initial approaches to youth.
In this context, autonomy becomes a factor that ensures the ability of adolescents to adapt to new
conditions, make a conscious choice, and take responsibility for their lives. Adolescence is a critical
stage for the formation of personal characteristics, including independence. Significant changes in
cognitive, emotional and social development occur at this age, requiring an understanding of the
specifics of these processes to provide adequate support and development for adolescents. Awareness
of the mechanisms of self-regulation and independence makes it possible to create effective programs
to support and correction of development during this period.

A review of psychological research in the context of the formation of independence really
reveals the multidimensionality of this concept and its importance for the development of personality
in adolescence. Such scientists as L. Dolynska, O. Penkova, T. Gurleyeva focus on the internal
formation of the personality, its formation through self-regulation and awareness. O. Zavhorodnia, O.
Konopko, and H. Kostiuk emphasize the importance of revealing subjectivity in the ability to act
independently in different situations, forming confidence and purposefulness. Self-regulation of the
individual (O. Emishchyants, V. Zarytska, V. Kotyrlo) focuses on the ability to control one's own
emotions, actions and decisions, creating harmony between the inner world and external conditions.
The formation of the desire for independence in children of different ages (P. Bauer, A. Lukowski, T.
Pathman, L. Spivak) reveals the stages of independence development from early childhood to
adolescence, taking into account age peculiarities and motivation [1-4].

Since independence can be manifested differently depending on gender, studying this aspect
allows us to better understand how gender stereotypes, social expectations, and other factors affect the
formation of independence in adolescence. This is important for psychocorrection in providing
opportunities for the development of personal autonomy regardless of gender. Studying the factors of
independence development is a place for teachers, psychologists, and parents. Knowledge about how
to support and stimulate autonomy in adolescents can help promote their healthy development, prepare
them for adulthood, and ensure successful socialization in the future, which is important for minimizing
the risks associated with dependence, low self-esteem, or inability to make independent decisions.

Studying the psychological factors of adolescent autonomy is effective for understanding the
processes that help adolescents effectively adapt to the changing world, as well as for developing
individual strategies to support their psychological health and social success.

The purpose of the article is to identify and substantiate the influence of social and emotional
factors on the formation and development of personal autonomy in adolescence, taking into account
the peculiarities of this stage of development and the social context.
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Studies of the ontogenetic development of personality have shown that children are highly
sensitive to social contacts and able to adapt to environmental changes. Already in the first year of life,
the process of separation is activated, which stimulates autonomous activity. The development of
speech contributes to the child's awareness of himself or herself and the environment, and the
“recovery” phase (M. Mahler et al.) marks the beginning of independent cognitive activity.
Independence is formed through voluntary movements, object actions and interaction with others.
Mastering walking and object activities provides independence, which is revealed through the attitude
of adults. As S. Doskach and G. Lublinska emphasize, important age crises (for example, the crisis of
three years) become key to the development of independence, in particular the emergence of the “I
am” formation. Cognitive autonomy (K. Karasyova, S. Ladyvir, T. Pirozhenko) draws attention to the
individual's ability to acquire knowledge, think critically, and expand their worldview independently
[2, 3].

The influence of the immediate environment (G. Bevz, M. Kanibolotska, O. Kononko, P. Blos)
is due to the role of family and adults in the early formation of independence, especially in matters of
support and behavior modeling. An active life position and moral and value aspects (V. Kuzmenko, I.
Kuchynska) highlight the importance of independence for the formation of moral qualities,
responsibility and the ability to act in accordance with one's own values [1, 3].

Adolescence is a sensitive period for personality formation, characterized by high susceptibility
to social influences and the ability to develop positive qualities. At this time, motivation, will,
emotions, and self-awareness are actively formed, allowing young people to realize their desires,
determine their life path, and develop a harmonious personality. This age stage is characterized by
professional orientation, development of meaningful life orientations, and integration of social and
gender roles that are important for entering adulthood. At the same time, self-concept, moral principles,
identity, and gender culture are formed as the basis for interpersonal interaction in society. Thanks to
mentoring and support, young men overcome the challenges of youth, reveal their potential and assert
their independence [2, 4].

Independence in adolescence is opposed to personal helplessness, which was studied by M.
Pavliuk, S. Maier, and M. Seligman. Helplessness is defined as a stable characteristic that is formed
under the influence of interaction with the environment and manifests itself through emotional
instability, low self-esteem, pessimism, neuroticism, and passivity. It is important to note that this is
not a sentence - it can be overcome with the help of psychotherapy and self-work. The opposite
formation is independence, which is characterized by volitional activity, optimism, emotional stability,
motivation, and creativity, combining volitional, motivational, cognitive, and emotional components
[1, 2].

Studies have shown that “independent” individuals have a higher level of resilience, which
allows them to better cope with stressful situations and perceive them as less significant. The resilience
associated with independence can be developed through self-development and psychotherapy.
Independent people demonstrate energy, leadership skills, constructive thinking, and confidently
overcome difficulties, while those prone to helplessness are more likely to show pessimism, low
initiative, and vulnerability to challenges [2, 3].

Social and emotional factors play a key role in the formation and development of personal
autonomy in adolescence, when autonomy and initiative are actively developing (Table 1).
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Table 1
Social and emotional influence of the formation of prerequisites in the formation of
personality
Factors Characteristics
1 2

Social factors
A young person develops their independence through
interaction with their parents and other family members. A supportive
atmosphere, trust, and encouragement of independent action on the
part of the family create the conditions for the development of
responsibility and independence.

The role of the family

Peer groups influence the formation of personal traits,
Peers including independence, through the exchange of experience, mutual
support or competition.

Social norms and ideals related to self-realization motivate
young men to be independent, make their own decisions and take
responsibility for them.

A school or higher education institution creates conditions for
developing independence through learning tasks, project activities,
and the growing demand for independent learning and decision-
making.

Social expectations

Educational
environment

Emotional factors
Emotional support Trust, attention, and emotional support from significant adults
help young men overcome self-doubt and develop initiative.

Understanding and managing one's emotions are important
aspects of independence. Young men who can overcome fears,
disappointments and other emotional difficulties become more
confident in their actions.

Emotional involvement and intrinsic motivation, such as
Motivation interest in a particular activity or a desire to achieve goals, contribute
to the development of independence.

Interaction of social and emotional factors

The interplay of social expectations and emotional support
creates a harmonious environment in which young men can take
initiative and take responsibility.

At this age, social and emotional influences form the

Emotional maturity

Initiative and
responsibility

Personality prerequisites for the formation of a personality that is able to make
development informed decisions, achieve goals and take responsibility for their own
choices.

Positive evaluation of a young person's actions plays a key role in developing his self-
confidence and desire for independence. When a young person's family or teacher recognizes his
successes, it helps to build positive self-esteem. Awareness of his achievements motivates him to take
initiative, make decisions and take responsibility for his actions, which are the main components of

54



Personality and Environmental Issues, 2025. Volume 4, Issue 1.

independence. Praise or approval from significant others increases the desire to repeat positive
experiences. A young person feels supported, which motivates to act independently without waiting
for external help. Positive evaluation helps to reduce the fear of failure and promotes self-confidence,
which provides the emotional stability necessary to overcome difficulties on the path to autonomy [3,
4].

Approval from a teacher or others gives a young person a sense of social significance.
Understanding that his independent actions are recognized and valued stimulates him to further
development. Thus, positive evaluation creates a favorable environment for personal development,
which stimulates the desire for independence, the formation of initiative and the ability to make
responsible decisions.

The development of independence as a basic quality of personality was studied by V. Kotyrlo,
focusing on the ability to self-regulation, which is formed through the child's interaction with the social
environment from birth. The independent behavior of young children is manifested through activity,
mobilization of their own resources to solve problems, confidence and independence. The formation
of independence is largely determined by social influences in the process of education, upbringing and
communication. In adolescence, independence is expressed through motivation, perseverance,
initiative, determination, self-control, and interest in the moral aspects of life. Young men demonstrate
the ability to take risks, dedication, grow emotionally, and form moral components of self-regulation,
although they may also experience self-doubt or misunderstanding from others [1, 3].

The study conducted by T. Titarenko and M. Yatsiuk is based on the division of the sample of
respondents into three groups: “independent”, “adaptive” and those with a symptom complex of
helplessness. “Independent” students are characterized by realistic self-esteem, optimism, and low
anxiety, while helplessness is manifested through low self-esteem, depression, and high anxiety. Self-
reliance is seen as an integral formation with motivational and volitional, cognitive, and emotional and
volitional components that form an active life position, confidence, and responsibility [1, 4].

M. Maler was the first to propose the use of the psychodynamic theory of separation-
individuation to understand the development of independence in adolescence. During this period, there
is a search for identity, transformation of the “I”, the formation of independence and psychological
autonomy. The process of separation includes cognitive independence (own value system), emotional
independence (reduced need for close ties with parents), and behavioral independence (planning and
implementation of actions without parental intervention). Researchers identify the following aspects
of autonomy: independent decision-making, self-control, self-esteem regulation, independence in
behavior, and responsibility for actions. Also important are closeness, care, empathy, and
communication. Adolescence is characterized by life self-determination (the ability to be independent)
and emotional intimacy (healthy boundaries and intimacy in relationships).

Autonomous regulation is an individual's ability to self-evaluate and self-regulate, which resists
the influence and control of the immediate environment. According to the theory of systems
development by B. Weinhold and J. Weinhold, all socio-psychological systems go through the stages
of codependence, counterdependence, independence, and interdependence. The development of
independence includes the awareness of one's values, goals and abilities, as well as relationships with
close people [2, 3].

Research in Ukraine confirms the formation of a differentiated self-concept and autonomous
responsibility through the transition from externally determined activity to independent activity.
Autonomy is defined as the ability of an individual to take responsibility for their own actions, relying
on their own resources, regardless of external influence. Thus, in adolescence, an important feature is
the ability to self-organize and make life choices, which is formed under the influence of objective,
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intrapersonal, interpersonal and material factors, allowing the individual to analyze alternatives, set
priorities and create new strategies for activity.

Personal choice depends on the dialogic type of personality (open, creative, trusting), self-
efficacy, internal coherence, socio-cultural context, emotional and value background, interpretive
complex, content, and harmony. Free choice is related to attitudes and values, value self-regulation,
self-worth, axiological potential, and self-image. Individual characteristics (activity, autonomy, self-
sufficiency, optimism, determination, internalization) influence the realization of the choice that
reflects psychological maturity.

Conclusion. Independence in adolescence is a complex quality that manifests itself in activity,
free choice, behavioral control and actions related to personal values. Personality development at this
age depends on internal (values, beliefs, self-esteem, self-regulation, independence) and external
factors that affect the value-semantic, cognitive, reflective, and regulatory spheres. The research is
based on gender, activity, and value-personality approaches that interpret independence as gendered
social behavior in the context of active human interaction with the environment, including self-
regulation and choice, and the possibility of self-realization and building harmonious relationships.
Such approaches help to understand the desire of young men for independence, the factors of its
formation and the influence of gender on this process.

Further prospects for the research are conditioned by the study of the impact of modern socio-
cultural changes on gender roles and their reflection in the development of personal autonomy. The
study of the specifics of the manifestation of independence in representatives of different gender
identities will contribute to the development and testing of methods for diagnosing the level of
development of gender independence, etc.
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SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS OF PROFESSIONAL BURNOUT AMONG
EMPLOYEES OF THE SES OF UKRAINE IN THE CONTEXT OF MODERN CHALLENGES

Y crarTi pO3MISHYTO COMIaJbHO-TICHXOJIOTIYHI YWHHUKH TPOo(ECciHHOTO BHUTOPAHHS Cepen
npauiBHUKIB [lepxaBHoi cinyx0u Ykpainum 3 Hag3Buuainmx cutyanii (JJCHC) B ymoBax cyuyacHux
BHKJIKiB. 30KpeMa, akIIeHT 3p00JIeHO Ha KOMIUIEKCHOMY aHalli3i BHYTPIIIHIX Ta 30BHIMIHIX ()aKTOpIB, IO
CIPUYMHSIOTH E€MOLIHE BUCHAXXEHHS, BTPAaTy MOTHBalii Ta 3HWKEHHS NpodeciiiHoi epeKTHBHOCTI
PATYBATBHUKIB. AKTyaJbHICTH OOpaHOi TeMH 3yMOBJIEHAa 3POCTaHHAM pIBHS CTPECOBHX BIUIUBIB Y
mpodecitinomy cepenoBumti JJCHC, ocoOmMBo B yMOBaX BOEHHOTO CTaHY, 3POCTaHHSIM KUTBKOCTI
HaJ3BUYAWHUX TOJIH, TICHXOJIOTIYHOI HeCTablILHOCTI Ta iHPOPMAITIHHOTO THUCKY .

MeToto TOCIHiKEHHS € BUSIBIEHHS! OCHOBHUX COLIATBHO-TICHXOJIOTIYHUX YHHHUKIB MTpodeciitHoro
BUTOpaHHS, aHali3 IXHbOI B3a€MOJIi Ta BU3HAYEHHs MPAKTUYHUX PEKOMEHJAMIN 1010 MPOQUIAKTHKH ¢
MOJOJIaHHS IIbOTO CHUHAPOMY cepell pATYBAIBHUKIB. Y TOCIIIKEHHI BUKOPUCTAHO aBTOPCHKY aHKETY, sKa
JO3BOJIMIIA BUBYHUTH €MOLIWHUI CTaH, piBEHb MOTHBAIlil, CTYMiHb COLIaJbHOI MIATPUMKH Ta 3arajibHy
IICUX0eMOIiHY HanpyxeHicTs npaniBaukiB JCHC. Y mocnimkeHHi B3sUIH y4acTh PECIIOHACHTH Pi3HOTO
BiKY, CTaTi Ta CIIy>KOOBOTO CTaXKy, 110 JTO3BOJIIIO OTPUMATH PETIPE3CHTATUBHI JJaHi PO CTaH MEHTaIbHOTO
3JI0pOB’Sl B CUCTEMI HaA3BHYAMHUX CITYKO.

Pe3ynpTaTd aHKeTyBaHHS CBiTYaTh NP0 CHCTEMHE TOIIMPEHHS CHUMOTOMIB TmpodeciitHoro
BUTOPAHHS Cepea TpaIliBHUKIB CIyxkO0W. 3Ha4HAa YaCTWHA PECHOHJICHTIB IOBIOMIJIA TIPO PETYISIPHE
eMOLilfHe BUCHA)KEHHS, 3HIDKEHHS PiBHSI MOTHBALIi1 10 BUKOHAHHS NpodeciiiHnX 000B’s3KiB, a TAKOK MPO
HecTady MITPUMKHU 3 OOKY KepiBHUIITBA Ta KoJjer. PiBeHb cTpecy, OB’ I3aHUH 13 CyYaCHUMH BUKJIHKAMH,
TaKUM SIK BiifHa, OI[IHCHO PECIOHICHTAaMH K BUCOKHiA. OcoOIMBOI yBaru nmoTpedye Toi (akT, 1o JIUIIIe
HE3HAYHA YacTHHA PATYBAIHHUKIB IPOXOAMIa IICHXOJIOTIYHI TPEHIHTH YU OTpUMYyBaja MpodeciitHy
JOTIOMOT'Y ITiCJISt TPAaBMAaTHYHUX ITOIH.

AHaji3 YMHHUKIB BUTOPaHHS MPOACMOHCTPYBaB, IO Cepell OCHOBHHX JETCPMIHAHT MOJKHA
BHOKPEMHTH TaKi: XpOHIYHUH CTpec, BUCOKHUHN PiBEHb BiANOBIAAIBHOCTI 38 JKUTTS 1HIINX, YaCTUH KOHTAKT
13 TpaBMaTUIHUMH TIOJISIMHA, HEJOCTATHICTh PECYPCIB IS TICHXOJIOTIYHOTO BiTHOBJICHHS Ta 3HEI[IHCHHS
npodecii y cycminpHil cBizoMocTi. JIOCHITHUKY BiJl3HAYar0Th, II0 B YMOBAaX IMOCTIHHOT HeOe3meKkn Ta
HarpyXeHHs GOPMYIOThCS MEPEAYMOBH Ul PO3BUTKY BTOPUHHOT TpaBMAaTHU3AIlil, 0 TAKOX € YaCTUHOIO
CHUHJIpOMY TIpo(eciifHOr0 BUTOpaHHS.

Y po0oTi HaBeJIEHO OTJISIA CYYaCHUX TICUXOTEPANEBTUIHNX IT1AXO0/iB 10 PO ITAKTHKY Ta KOPEKIIii
BHTOpaHHS. 30KpeMa, PO3TIISIHYTO e(EeKTHBHICTh KOTHITHBHO-TIOBEIHKOBOI Teparii, sika poKyCyeThcs Ha
3MiHi JeCTPYKTHBHUX MHUCJICHHEBHUX MAaTEPHIB; TYMaHICTUYHOTO MiIXOY, O aKIEHTYE yBary Ha MOUIyKy
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ceHcy mnpodeciiHol MiSUTBHOCTI; TICHXOMWHAMIYHOI Teparii, skKa JO3BOJIAE ONPAIIOBAaTH TIHOWHHI
KOH(JTIKTH Ta TPaBMH; a TaK0X OpraHi3alliifHO-COMiaJhbHOTO MiAXO0y, IO MPOIIOHYE 3MiHY YMOB ITpalli,
MOKPAILEHHS! KOMYHIKallii B KOJIEKTHBI Ta PO3BUTOK CUCTEMH 3a0XOUYCHHSI.

Oxpemo migkpecneHo BaxiuBicTe crBopeHHs B JCHC cramux CTpyKTyp NCHXOJOTi4HOT
HiITPUMKH, BIIPOBA/KEHHS PETYIISIPHUX NPOQITAKTUIHHX 3aX0JIiB, OpraHi3ailii KpU30BHX BTPYYaHb MICIIs
CKIIAIHUX BHI3IiB, a TaKOXX HaJIaroJpKEeHHSI e(EKTUBHOI CITBIpAI MiX IICHXOJIOTaMH, KepiBHUKAMH Ta
pATYBanbHUKaMu. [IpakTH4Hi IHCTPYMEHTH, TaKi SIK pelakcalliiiHi TeXHIKH, apT-Teparis, MaiHadyiHec-
MPaKTUKK Ta IHTEPBI3iiHI 3ycTpidi, BKE MOBEIN CBOIO €(PEKTHUBHICTH Y 3HIKEHHI PiBHSA IpodeciHiHOTO
HANpPY>KEHHS Ta MOKPAICHHI 3araJIbHOTO MICUXOEMOIIIMHOTO CTaHy MPAalliBHUKIB.

Y3arajapHIOI0YH pe3yIbTaTH, aBTOPH CTBEPKYIOTH, IO MPodiIakTHKa Ta KOPEKITis mpodeciitHoTo
BUTOpaHHs Ma€ OyTH CUCTEMHHMM 1 0araToOpiBHEBUM IPOLECOM, Y SIKOMY TOETHYIOTHCS 1HIUBiTyasbHi,
TPYIIOBI Ta OpraHizamiifHi 3ax0oau. BrpoBapkeHHs TaKuX MAXOIIB CIPUATAME 30€pEKEHHIO IICHXITHOTO
3II0pOB’S PATYBAIBHUKIB, MiABUILICHHIO iXHBOT €(DEKTUBHOCTI Ta CTIHKOCTI 10 CTpeCy B yMOBax MOCTIHHOT
3arpo3u Ta HaA3BUYAWHUX CHUTYaIliH.

Kawuosi caoBa: mpodeciiine Buropanns, HCHC, crtpec, psATyBaJbHUKH, TICHUXOJIOTiYHA
MiATPUMKA, eMOIliiTHe BUCHAXKEHHS, MOTHBAIlis, MPodilakTHKa, IICHXOTEPaIrtisi, COIliallbHI YHHHUKH.

The article examines the socio-psychological factors of professional burnout among employees of
the State Emergency Service of Ukraine (SES) in the context of modern challenges. In particular, the
emphasis is placed on a comprehensive analysis of internal and external factors that cause emotional
exhaustion, loss of motivation and a decrease in the professional efficiency of rescuers. The relevance of
the chosen topic is due to the increasing level of stress in the professional environment of the SES,
especially under martial law, the growing number of emergencies, psychological instability and information
pressure.

The aim of the study is to identify the main socio-psychological factors of professional burnout,
analyze their interaction and determine practical recommendations for the prevention and overcoming of
this syndrome among rescuers. The study used the author's questionnaire, which allowed us to study the
emotional state, level of motivation, degree of social support and overall psycho-emotional stress of SES
employees. The study involved respondents of different ages, genders, and length of service, which allowed
us to obtain representative data on the state of mental health in the emergency services system.

The results of the survey indicate a systemic spread of symptoms of professional burnout among
service employees. A significant number of respondents reported regular emotional exhaustion, decreased
motivation to perform their professional duties, and a lack of support from their superiors and colleagues.
The level of stress associated with current challenges, such as the war, was rated by respondents as high.
Particular attention should be paid to the fact that only a small proportion of rescuers have undergone
psychological training or received professional help after traumatic events.

The analysis of burnout factors showed that the main determinants include chronic stress, a high
level of responsibility for the lives of others, frequent contact with traumatic events, lack of resources for
psychological recovery, and devaluation of the profession in the public consciousness. The researchers note
that in conditions of constant danger and tension, the prerequisites for the development of secondary
traumatization are formed, which is also part of the burnout syndrome.

Y po60oTi HaBeIeHO OTJISA CyUYaCHUX TICUXOTEPANICBTUIHUX ITiIXO0IiB A0 PO ITaKTHKH Ta KOPEKITii
The paper provides an overview of modern psychotherapeutic approaches to the prevention and correction
of burnout. In particular, the author examines the effectiveness of cognitive behavioral therapy, which
focuses on changing destructive thought patterns; humanistic approach, which focuses on finding the
meaning of professional activity; psychodynamic therapy, which allows working through deep conflicts
and traumas; and organizational and social approach, which offers changes in working conditions,
improved communication in the team and the development of an incentive system.

The importance of establishing sustainable psychological support structures in the SES,
implementing regular preventive measures, organizing crisis interventions after difficult calls, and
establishing effective cooperation between psychologists, managers and rescuers is emphasized. Practical
tools, such as relaxation techniques, art therapy, mindfulness practices, and intervention meetings, have
already proven effective in reducing the level of professional stress and improving the overall psycho-
emotional state of employees.

Summarizing the results, the authors argue that the prevention and correction of professional
burnout should be a systematic and multilevel process that combines individual, group, and organizational
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measures. The implementation of such approaches will help to preserve the mental health of rescuers,
increase their efficiency and resilience to stress in conditions of constant threat and emergency situations.

Key words: professional burnout, SES, stress, rescuers, psychological support, emotional
exhaustion, motivation, prevention, psychotherapy, social factors.

Statement of the problem. In modern conditions, employees of the State Emergency Service of
Ukraine (SESU) face significant professional challenges associated with increased levels of stress, physical
and emotional exhaustion, and high responsibility for the lives and safety of citizens. Constant contact with
crisis situations, extreme working conditions, insufficient social support and psychological assistance can
lead to the development of professional burnout syndrome, which negatively affects the psycho-emotional
state, performance and personal life of employees. The relevance of the study of the socio-psychological
characteristics of professional burnout is due to the need to find ways to prevent and overcome it, develop
effective methods of psychological support and increase the stress resistance of SES employees. It is
especially important to take into account modern social challenges, such as the growing number of
emergencies, the impact of military operations, information overload and changes in the social structure of
society, which increase the risk of burnout.

Effective psychological correction and psychotherapy of burnout should take into account the
specifics of rescuers' work and help reduce emotional exhaustion, develop stress resistance and increase
overall adaptive capacity.

The purpose of our article is to provide a theoretical and empirical analysis of the socio-
psychological factors of professional burnout among employees of the SES of Ukraine in the context of
modern challenges.

Presentation of the main material. Occupational burnout is a syndrome resulting from chronic
work stress that has not been successfully managed. It is manifested by emotional exhaustion, cynical
attitude to work and reduced performance. The phenomenon of burnout was first described in 1974 by
psychotherapist Herbert Freudenberger, who observed exhaustion in fellow volunteers who worked beyond
their strength. Since then, the problem has been studied in detail by Christina Maslach and other scientists
who emphasize three key signs of this condition: physical and emotional exhaustion, depersonalization
(callousness towards work and people), and a decline in professional achievement. For employees of the
State Emergency Service (SES), the problem of burnout is particularly relevant. Every day, rescuers face
extreme events, accidents, fires, and, in today's environment, military risks. During a full-scale war, the
burden on the psychological state of rescuers has increased many times over: they work under fire, often
without sufficient protection, risking their lives [7]. Such conditions lead to the accumulation of mental
exhaustion, latent aggression and rapid “burnout”. According to a SES officer, after responding to difficult
incidents, some rescuers experience strong internal tension and even aggression, which is important not to
carry over either to work or home, so work is needed to overcome burnout, especially among those who
perform combat missions and demining [2; 6]. In other words, maintaining the mental health of rescuers is
not a luxury, but a necessity in the face of constant modern challenges.

Structuring allows us to analyze the phenomenon of professional burnout from different scientific
positions, identify common and unique features, and provide more substantiated recommendations for
psychological support for rescuers in modern conditions. This is an important step towards developing a
holistic prevention and intervention program focused on the specifics of the activities of emergency services
workers (tabl 1).

In the national psychological science, the problem of professional burnout is considered in the
works of V. O. Bodrov, L. M. Karamushka, who focus on the peculiarities of emotional exhaustion among
representatives of extreme professions, in particular, SES employees. It is noted that the main factors of
burnout are high emotional involvement in the process of rescue operations, constant contact with danger
and insufficient psychological support.

Table 1.
Interpretation of professional burnout by various psychological approaches
Approach Burnout Essence Key Symptoms
Classical (H. Freudenberger) Result of chronic stress and Emotional exhaustion,
internal conflict between fatigue, apathy

expectations and reality of
professional activity
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Cognitive-Behavioral (A.
Bandura)

Consequence of reduced self-
efficacy and inability to
influence work outcomes

Reduced self-confidence,
ineffective coping strategies

Humanistic-Existential (V.
Frankl, C. Rogers)

Loss of meaning in
professional activity,
devaluation of values and
personal growth

Depressiveness, loss of
meaning, feeling of futility

Psychodynamic

Burnout as a manifestation of
internal psychological
conflicts, unmet needs, and
traumas

Cynicism, aggression, sense
of alienation

Organizational-Social (C.
Maslach, M. Leiter)

Result of imbalance between
job demands, lack of support,
fairness, and control

Chronic fatigue, decreased
productivity, negative attitude
towards work

Self-Determination Theory
(R. Ryan, E. Deci)

Caused by lack of autonomy,
internal motivation, and
social support

Loss of interest, formal
attitude to work, inner
emptiness

Job Strain Model (R.

Imbalance between high job

Overload, anxiety, lack of

demands and low control over
work activities

Karasek, T. Theorell) recovery resources

Foreign studies (M. Leiter, W. Schaufele) emphasize the importance of organizational climate, in
particular the impact of the level of social support and internal corporate culture on the processes of
professional burnout. Studies conducted in the United States show that the introduction of a psychological
support system for rescuers reduces the risk of burnout by 30%. According to the model of occupational
distress developed by R. Karasek and T. Theorell, professional burnout is caused by an imbalance between
the level of demands on an employee and the level of control over their own activities. For SESU
employees, this balance is shifted toward high demands, which leads to an increased risk of emotional and
physical exhaustion.

The psychoanalytic approach presented by F. Freudenberger considers burnout as an internal
conflict between professional expectations and the reality of the work environment. This approach
emphasizes the importance of psychological mechanisms of self-defense, which can manifest themselves
in the form of cynicism, apathy, or aggression.

The cognitive-behavioral approach, developed by A. Bandura, emphasizes the importance of self-
efficacy in the process of professional burnout. According to the researcher, the loss of faith in one's own
competence and the inability to influence the results of professional activity is one of the main factors in
the development of this syndrome.

According to the theory of self-determination (E. Desi, R. Ryan), lack of autonomy in professional
activities, insufficient motivation and low level of social support can lead to the development of emotional
exhaustion and loss of interest in work. In our study, we used the author's questionnaire “Socio-
Psychological Factors of Professional Burnout in the SES of Ukraine in the Context of Modern Challenges”
developed to identify factors that affect the emotional state, motivation and professional burnout of rescuers
in the difficult conditions of today. It is anonymous, contains 12 questions, and is intended for employees
of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine of all ages, genders, and length of service.

The questionnaire consists of several thematic blocks. The first block contains socio-demographic
questions: age, gender, length of service and position. The second block deals with the respondent'’s psycho-
emotional state: the level of emotional exhaustion, motivation, support from colleagues and management,
and thoughts about changing careers. The third block is devoted to social and psychological factors: stress
level (assessed on a scale from 0 to 10), availability of psychological support from family, influence of
public attitudes towards the profession, and participation in trainings or psychological rehabilitation
programs. The last question is an open-ended one, where respondents express their own opinion on the
main causes of professional burnout.

The results of the survey conducted among the employees of the State Emergency Service of
Ukraine show that there is a significant level of professional burnout among the respondents. The analysis
of the data showed that most of the respondents are in the age group of 26 to 45 years, have significant
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professional experience (over 10 years) and are mostly men, which reflects the real structure of the SES
personnel.

About 60% of respondents regularly feel emotionally exhausted, 30% of them almost every day.
More than half of the respondents report a decrease in motivation to perform their duties, which indicates
the depletion of personal resources. 45% of respondents lack constant support from colleagues and
management, which is a significant factor in the development of burnout. It is worth noting that 35% of
participants regularly think about changing their profession.

An important component of the study was the analysis of social and psychological pressure. The
average level of stress associated with current challenges (including the war) was 8.2 points out of 10,
indicating a high level of psycho-emotional stress. Only half of the respondents receive psychological
support from their families, while the rest indicated its partial or complete absence. The assessment of
public attitudes towards the rescue profession varies: 40% consider it positive, but one in four thinks it is
negative. Only 18% of respondents have undergone psychological training or rehabilitation programs,
which indicates a low level of preventive work. The answers to the open-ended question made it possible
to identify the main subjective causes of burnout: a high level of responsibility, constant risk to life, lack of
moral support, devaluation of the profession in the eyes of society, and insufficient recognition and
encouragement from the state.

Thus, the results of the survey indicate the systemic presence of signs of professional burnout
among rescuers. The most critical factors are emotional and social: constant psychological stress, lack of
support, and lack of systemic assistance. This requires the urgent development of measures to prevent
burnout, the implementation of psychological support programs and the improvement of internal
communication in SES units.

There are several scientifically based approaches used by psychologists to correct burnout
syndrome in rescue service employees. Each approach has its well-known representatives and methods of
work:

Cognitive-behavioral approach (A. Beck, A. Ellis). It is based on changing negative thoughts and
behavioral reactions that contribute to stress. It is believed that an employee's attitudes and beliefs largely
determine the level of stress and burnout. Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) helps rescuers learn to cope
more constructively with stressful events and develop emotional self-control skills. Studies show that CBT
effectively reduces the level of professional stress and burnout by building resilient coping skills [5].

Humanistic-existential approach (V. Frankl, K. Rogers). This approach emphasizes the personal
meaning of work and self-realization. It is known that rescuers often chose their profession out of a sense
of duty and a desire to help people. Humanistic psychologists help employees rethink professional
difficulties and restore a sense of the importance of their mission. For example, V. Frankl's logotherapy
methods (search for meaning) can reduce the feeling of devastation: when a rescuer sees a deep meaning
in the lives saved and understands the value of his or her contribution, it helps to counteract burnout. Self-
compassion, support from colleagues, and restoring work-life balance are also key themes of this approach.

Psychodynamic approach (H. Freudenberger et al.). This approach considers burnout as a
consequence of internal psychological conflicts, unmet needs, and post-traumatic stress. Freudenberger also
noted that personal traits and motives can increase vulnerability to burnout. A psychologist working in this
line of work helps the rescuer to realize their own feelings, to “talk out” traumatic incidents, and to live
through the grief of loss. Crisis intervention methods and elements of psychoanalytic therapy are used to
work through deep feelings. An important aspect is the provision of “psychological first aid” immediately
after a critical incident to prevent long-term consequences.

Organizational and social approach (H. Maslach, M. Leiter). This approach emphasizes the role of
the work environment and management decisions in preventing burnout. Maslach noted that burnout is not
only a personal problem, but also a systemic one: excessive workload, lack of control over working
conditions, lack of reward and support, and poor team microclimate all feed the burnout syndrome.
Accordingly, the correction should include “changes at the organization level”: optimization of duty
schedules, clear rules for rest after extreme trips, moral and material encouragement of rescuers, and
development of team mutual support. Representatives of this approach (Maslach and Leiter) propose to
evaluate the “fit” between a person and a job according to six parameters - workload, control, reward,
community, justice, values - and to correct imbalances to reduce burnout.

It is clear that in the actual work of a SES psychologist, these approaches are often combined. A
comprehensive burnout assistance program can include individual counseling in the style of CBT, group
training to develop resilience, and recommendations to management on how to improve service conditions.
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The main thing is to focus on the practical benefits for the rescuer, choosing a method for a specific situation
and person.

A practical psychologist of the SESU and heads of units can apply a variety of methods to prevent
or correct professional burnout of employees. Below are some proven techniques available in the daily
work with rescuers [10]:

Psychological education and condition monitoring. The first step is to have a frank conversation
about the “symptoms of burnout” and stress. Conduct a class or talk that explains the stages of burnout, the
characteristic signs (chronic fatigue, cynicism, feeling of futility, etc.) and the consequences for health and
work. Rescuers need to understand what is happening to them and know that feeling exhausted in their
conditions is a “normal reaction” and not a “weakness.” Introduce the practice of self-monitoring: simple
anonymous questionnaires or surveys every few months to help detect the first signs of burnout.

Self-regulation and relaxation techniques. Training in quick recovery techniques right at the
workplace is an indispensable part of prevention. A psychologist can teach the team simple breathing
exercises to reduce anxiety (for example, the 4-4-4-4 box breathing method or slow deep breaths and
exhalations). Muscle relaxation technigques by Jacobson (gradual tension and relaxation of muscle groups)
or auto-training exercises that allow you to relieve physical stress after leaving are useful. Mindfulness
meditation (conscious breathing, concentration on the “here and now”) is also popular: even 5-10 minutes
of this practice a day increases stress resistance [3]. Setting up a special “relaxation corner” in the unit
(with comfortable chairs, soothing music, perhaps aromatherapy) can encourage regular short breaks for
recovery.

Crisis counseling and CISM defusing. After particularly difficult deployments (mass casualties,
deaths of children, threats to the lives of rescuers themselves), it is very important to provide group
psychological support. In the world practice, the method of “Critical Incident Stress Debriefing (CISD)” is
used for this purpose - a structured group meeting during which participants, under the guidance of a
psychologist and a trained “peer” (fellow rescuer), discuss their experiences [2]. This technique was
specifically developed by Jeffrey Mitchell in 1974 for emergency services [8]. During the meeting (lasting
~1-2 hours), rescuers can share emotions, get information about typical reactions to stress and ways to cope
with them. Important: CISD is not an investigation or criticism of actions, but a psychological first aid. If
a collective debriefing session is not possible, a psychologist or supervisor conducts individual
conversations with each participant in the event (or short “defuzzing” sessions immediately after the
incident, lasting 15-30 minutes). Such interventions reduce the risk of developing post-traumatic reactions
and burnout, and increase team cohesion [6].

Regular group support meetings (intervisions). It is useful to introduce monthly or quarterly
meetings of rescuers in the presence of a psychologist to discuss accumulated difficulties. The format can
vary from formal trainings to an informal “cup of tea” after a shift. The goal is to provide an opportunity to
speak out, find solutions to problems together, and support each other. Colleagues who understand the
specifics of the job can provide effective emotional support. For example, the “buddy system” program:
managers encourage rescuers to form pairs to monitor each other's well-being and notice signs in time [9].
These meetings can also be used to train stress-resistance skills - to simulate crisis situations and practice
responses together (similar to fire drills, but for the psyche).

Individual psychological counseling and therapy. Some employees may need individual assistance,
either short-term (several supportive meetings) or longer-term therapy. The SES employs full-time
psychologists whom rescuers can contact confidentially. These sessions use cognitive-behavioral therapy
methods to correct negative thoughts (“I don't care about anything,” “My job is meaningless”), guided
visualization techniques (to work through traumatic memories in a safe environment), methods to improve
self-esteem and restore motivation. If an employee has symptoms of anxiety disorder or depression, the
psychologist will recommend that they see a psychotherapist or psychiatrist for additional help. The main
thing is to build trust so that the rescuer is not afraid to seek support when he or she feels “on the edge.”

Body-oriented and art therapy techniques. The work of a rescuer is very “bodily” - constant physical
stress, injuries, overwork. Therefore, methods that help to “let off steam” through the body or creativity
have a good effect. For example, sports and physical activity: team games, jogging together, a gym at the
unit - all this helps to reduce the level of stress hormones and switch attention. Art therapy in various forms:
drawing stressful images and then discussing them; clay therapy (clay modeling), which helps to
symbolically “mold” and get rid of your feelings; keeping a personal diary or writing stories about cases
from practice. Such methods are especially appropriate when words are difficult to convey emotions -
creativity opens a safe channel for discharge.
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The practice of combating burnout in the emergency services has accumulated many successful
examples, both abroad and in Ukraine. Let's look at a few of them to see how the theory is translated into
real action. Mental Health Support Program of the Ministry of Internal Affairs “Are you okay?” and
“Psychological Practice Point” (Ukraine). Ukraine has begun to implement systematic measures to support
the psychological well-being of rescuers and police officers. Thus, the prevention and correction of burnout
is a common task for both rescuers and psychologists and managers. If all levels work in harmony - an
employee knows how to help themselves, feels supported by the team and sees that the organization cares
about them - the negative effects of chronic stress can be significantly reduced. Given the current challenges
that Ukraine is facing, the psychological stability of our rescuers is the key to their efficiency and safety.
Taking care of them today is an investment in the service's ability to respond to any emergency tomorrow.
Thus, by implementing the approaches and methods described above, we not only help individuals avoid
emotional.

Analysis of scientific literature and practical experience allows us to conclude that professional
burnout is a complex phenomenon that develops under the influence of organizational, personal and socio-
psychological factors. The peculiarities of the professional activity of the SES employees, in particular the
high level of stress, physical exhaustion and frequent contact with crisis situations, contribute to the
accelerated development of this syndrome. In this regard, there is a need to implement systemic measures
to prevent burnout, which should be aimed at increasing the level of stress resistance, improving working
conditions and ensuring proper psychological support for employees of the State Emergency Service of
Ukraine.

The conducted research points to a high level of relevance of the problem of professional burnout
among the employees of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine. The results of the survey showed that
most rescuers daily face emotional exhaustion, loss of motivation and lack of support. The main factors of
burnout are constant stress, danger in the service, low level of social and psychological support. Especially
critical is the situation during hostilities, when the burden on workers increases significantly. It was found
that some respondents do not receive help after severe incidents, which increases the risk of post-traumatic
disorders. Scientific literature confirms the effectiveness of cognitive-behavioral, humanistic,
psychodynamic and organizational-social approaches to the prevention of burnout. Practical tools such as
relaxation, art therapy, crisis counseling and support programs have proven their effectiveness. The
introduction of a systematic approach to the mental health of rescuers should become a priority at the state
level. The activities of psychologists in the structure of the SES require the expansion and strengthening of
the resource base. Prevention of burnout not only increases the efficiency of the service, but also preserves
the life and health of workers. Successful implementation of the recommendations will ensure the resilience
of the SES to modern challenges and emergencies.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL DETERMINANTS OF INTERPERSONAL
TRUST IN YOUNG PEOPLE

The article presents a theoretical and empirical study of the psychological determinants of
interpersonal trust in adolescents. The relevance of the study is due to the complexity and ambiguity of the
processes of socialization of youth in modern society, which is characterized by rapid changes, information
overload, high levels of uncertainty and psychological pressure. In the face of such challenges, the study of
individual strategies for coping with stress becomes particularly important, particularly during adolescence,
when basic character traits are formed, the foundations of future interpersonal relationships are laid, and
mechanisms of self-regulation and self-support are developed. The aim of the article is to identify the
psychological determinants of interpersonal trust in adolescents. The theoretical part of the work analyzes
modern approaches to defining the concept of “coping behavior", the classification of coping strategies
(problem-oriented, emotional-oriented, maladaptive, etc.), and also reveals the essence of interpersonal
trust as a psychological construct that affects the nature of social interaction, emotional comfort, and
personal stability. Empirical research has shown that individuals with a high level of interpersonal trust are
more likely to use adaptive coping strategies: constructive thinking, seeking support, planning actions, and
positive reappraisal of situations. In contrast, young men with low levels of interpersonal trust are prone to
problem avoidance, emotional isolation, self-blame, and passive acceptance. The results suggest that
interpersonal trust is an important predictor of effective adaptation to stressful influences and plays a key
role in the formation of constructive coping behavior. The presence of stable, emotionally supportive
interpersonal relationships increases the internal resources of the individual, contributes to the development
of self-confidence and the formation of a positive self-concept. At the same time, a lack of trust, emotional
closure, and a tendency toward social isolation significantly complicate self-regulation processes, reduce
psychological resilience, and can lead to the development of anxiety or depression..

The psychological determinants of interpersonal trust in adolescents are determined by a
combination of individual characteristics of the emotional-volitional sphere, the level of self-regulation,
self-esteem, as well as dominant coping strategies. According to the results of the study, the development
of interpersonal trust is facilitated by the presence of constructive coping strategies, such as positive
reappraisal, problem-solving planning, and seeking social support. Individuals with high levels of
interpersonal trust demonstrate a higher ability for emotional self-regulation, openness in communication,
and greater confidence in themselves and their surroundings. At the same time, young people with low
levels of trust tend to have a predominance of unique or maladaptive coping strategies, which indicates the
need for psychological support and the development of emotional intelligence.

Keywords: coping behavior, adolescence, interpersonal trust, stress resistance, psychological
adaptation, coping strategies, emotional regulation.

Y crarti 37iliCHEHO TEOPETHKO-EMITIpUYHE JIOCHI/DKEHHS TICUXOJIOTIYHUX  JIETePMiHAHT
MI>KOCOOHCTICHOT TOBIpH B 0Ci0 FOHAIBKOTO BiKy. AKTYalbHICTh JOCIIHKCHHS 3yMOBJICHA CKIAIHICTIO Ta
HEOJTHO3HAYHICTIO TPOIIECIB comiaji3amii MOJOJi B Cy4acHOMY CYCHIJIIBCTBI, SIKE€ XapaKTepPU3yeEThCs
MIBUAKUMU TEMIIaMH 3MiH, iHGOpPMAaLifHUM IepEeBaHTA)KEHHSIM, BHCOKHM DIBHEM HEBH3HAYEHOCTI i
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TICHXOJIOTIYHOTO THUCKY. B yMOBax TakuX BUKJIHMKIB OCOOTMBOI Barwm HaOyBae BUBUCHHS 1HIAWBIAYaTbHUX
CTpaTeriii MOJOJaHHS CTpPeCy, 30KpeMa y BIKOBOMY IEpiojli FOHAITBA, KOJH (hOPMYIOThCS 0a30Bi pHcH
XapakTepy, 3aKjIaJaroThCs 3acagd MalOyTHIX MIXXOCOOMCTICHUX BIJIHOCHH, PO3BHBAIOTHCA MEXaHI3MU
caMOperyJsillii W CcaMOmATPUMKH. MEeTOl CTarTi € BHSBJICHHS IICHXOJIOTIYHUX JIETEPMiHAHT
M1)KOCOOHCTICHOT TOBIpH B 0Ci0 IOHAIBLKOTO BiKy. Y TEOPETUUHIN YaCTHHI pOOOTH MPOaHai30BaHO Cy4acHi
MiIXOOM 10 BHM3HAYEHHsS IMOHATTS «KOINHI IOBENiHKa», Kiacu(ikaIlii KoIiHr-ctpareriii (mpobieMHO-
OpIEHTOBAHI, EMOIIHHO-OPIEHTOBAHI, /Ie3aIallTHBHI TOIIO), & TAKOX PO3KPUTO CYTHICTh Mi>KOCOOHUCTICHOT
JOBIpY SIK TICHXOJIOTIYHOTO KOHCTPYKTa, IO BIUIMBAa€E HAa XapakKTep COIiajbHOI B3a€MOJii, eMOIHUN
KOMQOPT Ta 0COOUCTICHY CTaOUIBHICTh. EMImipruHe oCiiKeHHsI 103BOJIIIIO KOHCTAaTyBaTH, 10 0COOH 3
BHCOKHM pIBHEM MiKOCOOHCTICHOI TOBIpHM HacTillle BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTh aIalTUBHI CTPATETii IOIOTAHHS:
KOHCTPYKTUBHE MUCJICHHS, TOINYK TMiITPUMKH, TUIAHYBAaHHS Jild, TMO3UTHUBHY IICPEOIHKY CHUTYaIlii.
HaromicTs foHAaKM 3 HU3BKHM pPIBHEM MDKOCOOHCTICHOI MOBIpHM CXWJIBHI IO YHHUKHEHHS MpoOIeMm,
EMOIIIHHOT 130151111, CAMO3BHHYBAYCHHS Ta MACHUBHOTO NPUHHATTS. OTpuMaHi pe3ysbTaTH J03BOJSIOTh
CTBEP/DKYBaTH, IO MIDKOCOOWCTICHA MIOBipa € BaXKJIMBHUM MPEAUKTOPOM €(PeKTHBHOI amamTamii 10
CTPECOBUX BIUIMBIB Ta BiAirpae KIIOUOBY poib y (OPMyBaHHI KOHCTPYKTHMBHOI KOIIHI ITOBEIIiHKH.
HasBHiCTh CTaOLIBHHUX, €MOIIHO MiATPUMYBAIFHUX MIDKOCOOHMCTICHMX 3B’SI3KIB IMiJBHUIINY€E BHYTPIIIHI
pecypcu 0COOUCTOCTI, CIpHUsi€ PO3BUTKY BIEBHEHOCTI B cO0i Ta (YOPMYBaHHIO MO3UTUBHOI SI-KOHIIEMIIi].
Bonrowac aediuT moBipH, eMOIiiHA 3aKPHUTICTh Ta CXWIBHICTD J0 COIMIabHOI BiICTOPOHEHOCTI 3HAYHO
YCKJIaTHIOIOTh TIPOIIECH CaMOPETYIIsIlii, 3HIKYIOTh IICUXOJIOTIUYHY CTIHKICTh Ta MOXYTh NMPU3BOIUTU IO
PO3BHUTKY TPHUBOXXHUX a00 JETPECUBHUX CTaHIB.

[lcuxomnoriuHuMu JeTepMiHaHTaMU MiI>KOCOOHMCTICHOI JJOBipU B OCI0 FOHAIILKOTO BiKy BH3HAYEHO
MOETHAHHS 1HIUBIAYaTbHUX OCOOJUBOCTEH CyO’€KTHMBHOTO KOHTPOJIsi, MOTHUBAIl] adimiamii, a Takox
JOMIHYIOYMX CTpaTerii KOIIHT-MOBEMIiHKHW. 3TiJHO 3 pe3yjibTaTaMH JOCTIDKEHHs, PO3BUTKY
MIXKOCOOHCTICHOT JOBIpH CHpuUsie HAasBHICTH KOHCTPYKTHBHUX KOIIHT-CTpATeriid, TakKUX SK TMO3UTHBHA
MIEpEeOIliHKa, TUIaHyBaHHS BUPIMIEHHS TPo0eM, TOMIYK COIiaibHOI mATPpUMKA. OCOOHM 3 BUCOKUM PiBHEM
MDKOCOOHCTICHOT TOBipH JE€MOHCTPYIOTh BHUIIY 3JAaTHICTH 10 €MOLIMHOI caMOperysiii, BIAKPUTICTb y
KOMYHiKaIlii, OibpIly BIIEBHEHICTh Yy c001 Ta oTO4YeHHi. BogHowac y Moo/l 3 HU3BKHM piBHEM TOBipH
CIIOCTEPIra€eThCsl IMEPEBaXKAHHS HEAJANTUBHUX KOMIHI-CTpATerid, M0 CBIAYUTH NpPO MOTpedy Yy
TICHXOJIOTIYHIN MATPUMIII.

Knrouoei cnosa: MixocoOUCTICHA TOBipa, KOIIHT TIOBE/IiHKA, FOHAI[bKUI BiK, MOTHBAIlis adimarii,
CyO’€eKTHBHHUN KOHTPOJTb.

Introduction. Modern society is characterized by high levels of social tension, instability,
information overload, and rapid change, which places significant psychological strain on the individual,
especially during adolescence. This period is a critical stage in the formation of identity, self-awareness,
autonomy, and social maturity. The ability to effectively overcome life's difficulties, adapt to stressful
situations, and maintain emotional balance is of particular importance in the context of preserving the
mental health of young people.. One of the important factors influencing the effectiveness of coping with
difficulties is interpersonal trust - the ability of an individual to establish open, sincere, safe relationships
with other people, to rely on social support and emotional acceptance. Despite significant interest in the
problem of interpersonal trust, its psychological determinants have not been sufficiently researched. There
is a need to identify typical coping strategies inherent in young people with different levels of interpersonal
trust, which will allow for a deeper understanding of the peculiarities of their psychological response to
stressful situations, as well as to determine the level of motivation for affiliation and subjective control as
important factors influencing the formation of trusting interpersonal relationships.

Theoretical foundations of research. The studies of L. Kolomiiets, G. Shulga & I. Lebed indicate
the appropriateness of taking into account the level of trust of an individual in himself when analyzing
interpersonal trust, since “a high level of trust in himself symbolizes the individual’s experience of a state
of inner harmony, psychological well-being, self-acceptance, orientation towards life achievements,
achieving success, and an optimistic attitude towards life. On the contrary, a low level of self-confidence
is accompanied by insecurity, misunderstanding of oneself and one's own needs, inadequate self-esteem,
experiencing intrapersonal conflict, fear of difficulties and failures, inability to use one's own personal
resources, which disintegrates the "I, worsens adaptability, reduces the feeling of satisfaction with life,
negatively affects the establishment of social contacts" [3, p.413]. Therefore, interpersonal trust is a
certain attitude towards others, with the aim of harmonizing social relations. In modern conditions of social,
political and economic transformations, youth, as the most sensitive to external influences, requires special
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attention. Adolescence is accompanied not only by physiological and emotional changes, but also by the
formation of personal identity, worldview, value system and patterns of behavior in difficult life situations.
During this period, the need for autonomy, emotional support and social recognition increases, which
increases vulnerability to the influence of stress factors. At the same time, insufficient life experience and
the formation of self-regulation mechanisms can complicate overcoming difficulties, which makes it
necessary to study the coping behavior of young people. Coping behavior is not only an adaptation
mechanism, but also an indicator of the internal psychological organization of the individual. The specific
stress coping strategies a young person chooses indicate their level of emotional maturity, communicative
competence, self-confidence, and attitude toward others. That is why the analysis of coping behavior in
connection with interpersonal trust is relevant - a phenomenon that underlies the building of social contacts,
empathy, willingness to seek help, and openness to joint problem solving.

Theoretical ideas about the adaptive mechanisms of the personality began to form within the
framework of the psychoanalytic approach. A significant contribution to the development of ideas about
psychological defenses was made by A. Freud, who proposed the concept of the development of defense
mechanisms using the example of childhood. She emphasized that defenses are not purely innate properties,
but arise as a result of the child's interaction with the social environment, primarily with parents, significant
adults, and the environment in general. In her works, the researcher emphasized that defense mechanisms
are activated in situations when the "I" experiences danger from internal conflicts or external stimuli. They
function as a barrier between the "I" and the destructive influence of excessive activity of interpsychic
impulses. The views of A. Freud were deepened and supplemented by other representatives of the
psychodynamic direction. In particular, A. Adler noted that at the age of four or five years, a behavioral
model is formed in children, which reflects both a defense mechanism and an attitude towards themselves.
Such an early appearance of protective mechanisms indicates the laying of the foundation of a single
adaptive system, which subsequently transforms and becomes more complicated as the personality
develops. Thus, in the process of ontogenesis, there is a gradual transition from elementary forms of
psychological defense to more complex, conscious coping strategies that provide a more flexible and
purposeful response to stressful situations [6, p. 204].

In modern society, which is characterized by dynamism, high intensity of information flows,
uncertainty, and increasing levels of social tension, the problem of psychological well-being of youth is of
particular importance. Adolescence is a critical period of psychosocial development of the individual,
accompanied by intensive formation of self-awareness, social identity, moral guidelines and self-regulation
skills. During this period, a young person acquires the ability to make independent decisions, masters
models of behavior in conditions of uncertainty, and forms a system of interpersonal relationships.
Therefore, the study of coping behavior and the factors that influence it, in particular the level of
interpersonal trust, is extremely relevant. Coping behavior is an individual way of responding to stressful
situations, aimed at overcoming internal or external difficulties and maintaining psychological balance.
According to the classification of modern researchers, coping strategies are divided into problem-oriented
(active problem solving), emotional-oriented (emotion regulation), social-oriented (support seeking) and
maladaptive (avoidance, isolation, etc.) [4, p. 291]. The effectiveness of coping behavior largely depends
on such psychological characteristics as the level of reflexivity, emotional stability, self-esteem, and the
level of interpersonal trust. Interpersonal trust is the willingness of an individual to interact with others,
assuming positive intentions, honesty, and support from the environment. This phenomenon plays a key
role in social adaptation, emotional stability, communication competence, and overall mental health. Trust
promotes openness in communication, reduces interpersonal anxiety, and makes it easier for a person to
seek help in critical situations.

The purpose of the article. The aim of the article is to identify the relationship between the level of
interpersonal trust and the prevailing coping strategies in young people, as well as to outline the
psychological portrait of a person with a low and high level of interpersonal trust.

Methods. As part of the psychological study of coping behavior in adolescents with different levels
of interpersonal trust, a number of valid psychodiagnostic techniques were used, which allow for a
comprehensive assessment of individual psychological characteristics of the personality. Each of the
methods is aimed at studying a separate aspect - motivational, cognitive, behavioral or emotional
component, which provides a comprehensive approach to the analysis of the phenomenon under study. In
order to determine the level of an individual's need for recognition, the "Affiliation Motivation” (AfM)
method (A. Mehrabyan) was used. The questionnaire "Level of Subjective Control" (J. Rotter) allowed to
assess the ability of the subjects to take responsibility for their own life events. The method "Indicator of
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Coping Strategies" (J. Amirkhan) allowed to find out the main ways of overcoming stressful situations of
adolescents. «The Interpersonal Trust Scale» (J. Rotter) is designed to measure the level of trust in other
people in various areas of life..

Sample. The sample of the study subjects consisted of 60 people, students of the Chernyavsky
Lyceum of Vinnytsia region, Vinnytsia district, the average age of the subjects was 17 years. In this study,
the gender composition of the sample was not taken into account separately, since the ratio of men and
women was balanced and consistent with the general population norm, which allows for reasonable
conclusions to be drawn without the risk of significant gender bias in the results.

Results and discussion.

The results according to the “Coping Strategies Indicator” method (J. Amirkhan) are given in Table

1.
Table 1.
Features of the expression of coping strategies studied using the method of **Coping
Strategies Indicator' by J. Amirkhan

The name of the scale High Medium Low
Problem solving strategy 20 (33,5%) 29 (50%) 11 (17,5%)
Strategy for seeking social 24 (40%) 24 (40%) 13 (20%)
support
Avoidance strategy 22 (36,5%) 25 (44,5%) 13 (20%)

The results of the study allowed us to divide respondents into groups according to the level of severity
of each strategy: high, medium, and low, which made it possible to trace general trends in the choice of
ways to overcome stressful situations. The largest number of respondents (50%) demonstrated an average
level of expression of the “Problem Solving Strategy”, which indicates the partial use of active, constructive
approaches to solving complex situations. 33.5% of people have a high level, which indicates the
dominance of orientation towards problem analysis, planning and decision-making under stressful
conditions. Only 17.5% of the respondents showed a low level — this is a sign of insufficiently developed
self-regulation skills and problem-oriented behavior. In general, these data demonstrate a tendency to use
adaptive strategies, although for some young people the issue of forming the ability to effectively solve
problems remains relevant.

On the “Social Support Seeking Strategy” scale, high and medium levels of expression are equally
represented (40% each), which indicates a tendency to seek help from significant social circles (friends,
parents, mentors). This behavior is a sign of high interpersonal trust and psychological maturity. The 20%
of individuals who showed low levels of support seeking may have difficulties with communication,
emotional expression, or trust in others, which requires additional psychoprophylactic work.

In general, the indicators for the "Avoidance Strategy" demonstrate a fairly positive trend in the youth
environment. The prevalence of the average level in 44.5% of individuals indicates that some respondents
use avoidance as a temporary defense strategy, but do not make it the leading one. 36.5% of individuals
showed a high level of expression of this strategy, which may be an alarming signal: avoiding problems
can cause the accumulation of emotional tension, anxiety, and frustration. Instead, 20% of respondents have
a low level of avoidance, which indicates a desire to directly resolve situations without emotional
detachment. Thus, although avoidance as a coping strategy is present in the behavioral patterns of the
subjects, it does not dominate, but its high severity in some cases requires attention. Adaptive coping
strategies — problem solving and seeking social support — predominate among young people, which
indicates a potentially high level of stress resistance and social competence.

Analysis of the results shows that most adolescents are dominated by adaptive coping strategies, in
particular problem-solving strategies and seeking social support, while avoidance strategies are less
common and less pronounced. This indicates a sufficient level of psychological maturity, emotional
openness, and social competence of the subjects. However, individual respondents with low scores on the
support-seeking scale or with high scores on avoidance require additional psychological attention, as they
may be at risk for developing maladaptive stress responses. The data obtained are important for further
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analysis of the relationship between coping strategies and the level of interpersonal trust, as well as for the
development of psychological support programs for youth in educational institutions..
Analysis of the results of the level of interpersonal trust according to the method of J. Rotter showed
the dominance of high indicators in 62% of the subjects (Table 2).
Table 2.
Peculiarities of expressing interpersonal trust
according to the method of the ""Interpersonal Trust Scale' (J. Rotter)

Medium
17 (28%)

Low
6 (10%)

The name of the scale
Interpersonal trust

High
47 (62%)

Most of the respondents have positive social experiences, are emotionally open, ready to cooperate,
and are able to seek help in difficult life situations. This level of trust correlates with adaptive coping
strategies, in particular, seeking social support and active problem solving (r = 0.371, p < 0.05), which
indicates a favorable social environment in which personality is formed, as well as the availability of
resources to effectively overcome life difficulties.

About 28% of respondents showed an average level of trust, which may be an indicator of selectivity
in social contacts. Individuals with this level are not always ready for deep emotional interaction, may
demonstrate caution or limited openness in communication, especially in conditions of uncertainty or
tension. This is a neutral zone between openness and defensive distance, and in most cases does not indicate
the presence of serious psychological barriers in the interpersonal sphere. Only 10% of respondents
demonstrated a low level of interpersonal trust, indicating reduced confidence in the reliability of others,
emotional withdrawal, a tendency to solve problems independently without involving outside help, or even
negative experiences with social contacts in the past. Such individuals may be more likely to engage in
avoidance, isolation, or passive acceptance coping strategies. Low levels of trust are a risk factor for
developing social anxiety, emotional burnout, or a reduced overall quality of life. Overall, the results
indicate a positive trend — possessing a high level of interpersonal trust, which creates a favorable basis
for the use of constructive coping strategies and effective social functioning. However, identifying
individuals with low levels of trust is important for further targeted psychological support aimed at
developing communication skills, emotional openness, and creating a safe social environment.

According to the results of the "Level of Subjective Control" diagnosis (J. Rotter), indicators at
medium and low levels prevail (Table 3).

Table 3.
Features of the expression of subjective control according to the method of “Level of
Subjective Control” by J. Rotter

The name of the scale High Medium Low
Achievements 11 (18,5%) 27 (45%) 22 (36,5%)
Industry of failures 9 (15%) 30 (50%) 21 (35%)
Family 16 (26,5%) 15 (25%) 29 (48,5%)
Industrial relations 8 (18,5%) 30 (50%) 22 (36,5%)
Interpersonal relations 29 (48,5%) | 11 (18,5%) 20 (33,5%)
Health 9 (15%) 18 (30%) 33 (55%)

According to the results obtained, 18.5% of the respondents have a high level of control in the area

of achievements, which indicates confidence in their own efforts, determination, initiative, and active desire
to achieve their goals. This is a positive indicator that demonstrates the internally motivated behavior of
applicants, but 45% of individuals and 36.5% have an average and low level, respectively, which indicates
a partial shift of responsibility for success or failure to external factors.

According to the internality indicator in the field of failures, the average level prevails in 50% of the
respondents, which indicates an ambivalent attitude towards failures - they recognize part of the
responsibility as their own, and attribute part to circumstances. At the same time, 15% of people have a
high level, which means the ability to critically reflect on their own mistakes and work on overcoming
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them. Instead, 35% of respondents showed a low level, indicating shifting the blame for failures onto others
or “fate,” which can negatively affect motivation for personal growth.

48.5% of respondents have a low level of subjective control on the internality indicator in family
relationships, which may indicate passivity, the belief that family events depend on the will of other family
members or external circumstances, but 26.5% of those surveyed have a high level - these are individuals
who take responsibility for harmony and communication in the family, and 25% is the average level,
indicating a mixed position.

The internality indicator in industrial relations also exceeds the average level in 50% of the
respondents, which characterizes our respondents as those who do not always consciously relate to their
own social role in interpersonal interaction, perhaps due to insufficient experience or unclear professional
orientations. 18.5% of people have a high level, which indicates a developed sense of responsibility in the
production sphere, while 36.5% have a low level - such applicants may perceive production events as
uncontrolled.

In the area of interpersonal control, a high level is observed in 48.5% of the respondents, which
indicates an active position in interacting with people, a desire to establish contacts, as well as the ability
to influence social situations. An average level was found in 18.5% of people, and a low level in 33.5% of
people, which indicates a certain insecurity, emotional caution, or a tendency to avoid responsibility in
relationships.

The situation in the health sector is of greatest concern, as 55% of those surveyed demonstrated a
low level of subjective control, which indicates that the majority do not feel responsible for their own
physical and mental state, which is manifested in indifference to prevention and neglect of a healthy lifestyle
or the notion that health is determined solely by heredity or “chance.” Only 15% of individuals have a high
level of control, and 30% have an average level, indicating a need for psychological education.

Since the motivation of affiliation is one of the basic social needs of the individual, its study allowed
us to determine the level of desire for emotional closeness, mutual understanding, approval and belonging
to a group of young people. The results obtained using the IAF method (A. Mehrabian) are presented in
Table 4.

Table 4.
Features of expressing motivation according to the IAF method, A. Mehrabian

The name of the scale High Medium Low
Motivation for affiliation 20 (33,5%) | 26 (43%) | 14 (23,5%)

According to the obtained indicators, the subjects are dominated by a high level of affiliation
tendencies — 43% of the subjects, which indicates a balanced attitude towards interpersonal interaction —
such individuals may value closeness, but at the same time not be overly dependent on the opinions of
others. They demonstrate flexibility in social behavior: they can both seek support and act independently.
This level is optimal in many social situations, as it allows for maintaining autonomy without losing social
involvement [2]. A high level was determined in 33.5% of the subjects, indicating a pronounced need for
establishing positive emotional contacts. Such individuals are usually open to communication, sensitive to
social support, strive for harmonious relationships, and easily integrate into the team. A third of the studied
individuals demonstrate sufficient social activity and empathy [5].

Respondents with low affiliative motivation - 23.5% of all respondents - demonstrate a low need to
establish close interpersonal relationships, which characterizes them as individuals prone to emotional
distancing, caution in interaction, and a tendency to social avoidance. Henry Murray attributes this to a low
need for belonging and affiliation, which leads to emotional restraint, detachment, and avoidance of social
contact. This may be due to personality traits (introversion, anxiety) or previous negative social experiences
[1, p.189].

Thus, the tendency of our sample is the predominance of medium and high levels of affiliation
motivation, which indicates a positive orientation of the subjects towards social contacts, readiness for
interaction and need for approval. In contrast, the group with a low level of motivation is of socio-
psychological interest due to possible difficulties in the area of emotional closeness and mutual support.

In order to determine the individual characteristics of interpersonal trust, a correlation analysis was
conducted using the Pearson correlation coefficient, which revealed a positive correlation of medium
strength between the level of interpersonal trust and problem-solving strategy (r = 0.313, p < 0.05), which
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indicates that individuals with higher levels of trust in other people are more likely to use active, problem-
oriented ways of coping with stressful situations.

A positive correlation of medium strength was also found between the level of interpersonal trust
and the strategy of seeking social support (r = 0.371, p < 0.05), which confirms our assumption that
individuals with a higher level of trust in other people are more likely to seek help, advice, and emotional
support from their social environment in difficult life situations.

The relationship between the level of interpersonal trust and the avoidance strategy was weaker
(r = 0.201) and did not reach statistical significance (p > 0.05), which may indicate that the choice of the
avoidance strategy depends less on the level of interpersonal trust compared to other strategies. However,
when comparing groups with different levels of trust, it was found that individuals with low levels of
interpersonal trust used the avoidance strategy more often than individuals with high levels of interpersonal
trust, at p < 0.05, which indicates the presence of a certain relationship.

Analysis of the relationship between the indicator "Interpersonal trust” and indicators of subjective
control using the method "Level of subjective control" by J. Rotter revealed weak negative correlations
with the scales "Achievement” (r = -0.198, p > 0.05) and "Area of failures"” (r = -0.231, p > 0.05), which do
not reach the level of statistical significance, but indicate a certain tendency towards a decrease in the level
of trust in individuals with a higher level of internality in these areas.

The correlations between interpersonal trust and subjective control indicators in the areas of family
relations (r = -0.131, p > 0.05), industrial relations (r = 0.046, p > 0.05), interpersonal relations (r = 0.024,
p > 0.05), and health (r = 0.073, p > 0.05) were statistically insignificant, indicating the absence of a
pronounced relationship between the level of trust and locus of control in these areas of life in adolescents.

Analysis of the relationship between the indicator "Interpersonal trust” and the indicator
"Affiliation motivation" according to the method of A. Mehrabian revealed a negative correlation of
medium strength (r =-0.272, p <0.05), which may seem paradoxical, since it would be logical to expect a
positive relationship between the desire for communication and trust in people..

Analysis of the relationship between the indicator "Affiliation Motivation" and subjective control
indicators revealed negative correlations with the scales "Achievement” (r = -0.272, p > 0.05) and "Health"
(r =-0.323, p £0.05), with the latter reaching the level of statistical significance.

Analysis of the relationship between the indicator "Affiliation Motivation™ and coping strategies
revealed negative correlations with the scales "Problem Solving Strategy" (r = -0.251, p > 0.05) and "Social
Support Seeking Strategy"” (r = -0.196, p > 0.05), as well as a weak positive correlation with the scale
"Avoidance Strategy” (r = 0.157, p > 0.05). Although these correlations do not reach the level of statistical
significance, they indicate certain trends in the relationship between affiliation motivation and the choice
of coping strategies in adolescents.

Analysis of the relationship between the indicator "Problem Solving Strategy" and subjective
control indicators revealed a positive correlation of medium strength with the scale "Health™ (r = 0.355, p
<0.05) and weak negative correlations with the scales "Area of Failure” (r = -0.273, p > 0.05) and "Family"
(r=-0.127, p > 0.05).

Analysis of the relationship between the indicator "Social support seeking strategy" and subjective
control indicators did not reveal statistically significant correlations, however, weak correlations with
various scales can be noted. In particular, negative correlations with the scales "Achievement” (r = -0.258,
p > 0.05) and "Industrial relations" (r = -0.128, p > 0.05). Positive, albeit weak, correlations with the scales
“Family” (r =0.119, p>0.05), “Interpersonal relationships” (r = 0.109, p > 0.05), and “Health” (r=0.177,
p > 0.05).

Analysis of the relationship between the indicator "Avoidance Strategy” and indicators of
subjective control revealed a statistically significant positive correlation of medium strength with the scale
"Family" (r = 0.372, p < 0.05), which indicates that adolescents who take responsibility for family
relationships are more likely to use the avoidance strategy in stressful situations.

Based on the results obtained, the main types of coping behavior in adolescents with different levels
of interpersonal trust were identified. In individuals with a high level of interpersonal trust, the active,
problem-oriented type of coping behavior prevails; in individuals with an average level, the mixed type; in
individuals with a low level, the passive, avoidant type. This indicates that the level of interpersonal trust
is an important factor that influences the formation of a certain type of coping behavior.

Conclusions. In modern society, which is characterized by high dynamics of social changes,
information overload, and a growing level of stress, the problem of psychological adaptation of youth is
becoming particularly relevant. Adolescence is an extremely sensitive period of personal development, in
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which self-concept, interpersonal trust, emotional stability, and behavioral strategies in difficult life
circumstances are intensively formed. One of the key adaptation mechanisms is coping behavior - a system
of individual ways of overcoming stress, which depends on personal traits, social experience and internal
resources. Interpersonal trust as a personal characteristic plays a significant role in the formation of effective
coping behavior. A high level of trust in other people allows a person to attract social support in critical
situations, reduces anxiety, and promotes constructive behavior. On the other hand, a low level of trust is
usually accompanied by emotional detachment, isolation, avoidance of help, and the choice of less adaptive
coping strategies. That is why the analysis of psychological characteristics of coping behavior depending
on the level of interpersonal trust is important for understanding the overall level of psychological well-
being of an individual. Empirical research has shown that individuals with high levels of interpersonal trust
are significantly more likely to use adaptive coping strategies, including active problem-solving and seeking
social support. Such individuals exhibit openness to interaction, the ability to ask for help, emotional
balance, and high motivation for affiliation. Their behavior under stress demonstrates internal psychological
resilience and social maturity. At the same time, among individuals with low levels of trust, there was a
tendency to predominantly use an avoidance strategy, as well as low affiliative motivation. Such
respondents tend to experience difficulties on their own, limit the circle of emotionally significant contacts,
and do not use available social resources. They may have an external locus of control in certain life areas,
in particular in the areas of health and family, which reduces the effectiveness of their adaptation.

The most balanced pattern of coping behavior is demonstrated by respondents with an average level
of interpersonal trust. Their strategies depend on specific situations: in some cases they seek support, in
others they solve the problem themselves or distance themselves from it. This indicates the flexibility of
behavioral models, which can both contribute to adaptation and require correction in the event of an increase
in psycho-emotional stress.

A perspective for further research. The study outlines only part of the broad and profound
phenomenon of psychological adaptation in adolescence. The results obtained confirm the important role
of interpersonal trust in shaping coping behavior, but they also indicate the need for further study of this
relationship in the context of other psychological variables, in particular, the level of anxiety, emotional
maturity, attachment styles, self-esteem, and motivational sphere. One perspective is to study gender
differences in coping strategies in more detail depending on the level of interpersonal trust, because the
social roles that are formed in young men and women can significantly influence both the manifestation of
trust in the environment and the chosen ways of coping with stress.
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THE ROLE OF A SOCIAL WORKER IN BUILDING COMMUNITY TOLERANCE TO
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS

TonepaHTHICTH € OCHOBOIIOJIOXKHOIO LIHHICTIO, IKa BU3HAYAE PiBEHB 3PIJIOCTI Ta TyMaHHOCTI Oyab-
SIKOTO CYCHIJIBCTBA. Y CYy4acHOMY CBITi, 10 XapaKTEePU3y€ETHCS YaCTUMHU KPU30BUMH SBUIIAMH, MITPaLlisIMH
Ta COIIAJIFHOIO HAMPYTOI0, TOJIEPAaHTHICTh CTA€ HE JIUIIC MOPAIbHUM, ajie i MPaKTHYHAM IHCTPYMEHTOM
3a0e3reveHHss CTabUThHOCTI Ta COIiaNbHOI 3rypToBaHOCTI. OCOONMBO BAXKIMBUM 1€ TOHSITTS € IS
VYxpainy, sika 3 2014 poKy CTHKa€eThCs 3 OE3NMPENeACHTHIMU BUKIMKAMU, TTOB’SI3aHUMH 13 BHYTPIIIHIM
repeMileHHsM HaceneHHs. AHekcis Kpumy, BifickkoBi fii Ha JloHOaci Ta moBHOMacmTaOHe BTOPTHEHHS
Pocii y 2022 poui npu3Ben# 10 MaCOBOTO MepeMillIeHHs] MiILHOHIB yKpaiHIiB. 3a faHuMu MiKHApOIHOT
oprasizarii 3 mirparii (MOM), cranom Ha KiHenb 2024 poky B YkpaiHi 3apeecTpoBaHo moHas 5,1 MinpiioHa
BHyTpimHb0 nepemimiennx ocid (BIIO). lle Haii0inblia KiMbKICTh TMEpeceNeHIiB 3a BCIO 1CTOpito
HesanexHoi Ykpainu. Lli moau, 3anumuBIg cBoi JOMIBKY, BTPAaTHIM HE JIMILE KUTJIO Ta poOOTy, aie i
BiUyTTs cTaOIBHOCTI, COLliaNIbHI 3B’SI3KM Ta YacTUHY cBoE€i ineHTnaHocTi. [Iponec interpauii BI1IO y HOBi
TPOMaIH € CKJIATHUM 1 6araTorpanHuM. [1ompu roTOBHICTE 6araThoX IrpoMaj T0IoMaraTy IepeceIeHITIM,
ICHYIOTh YHCJICHHI BUIIAJKH YNEPEIHKCHOT0 CTaBJICHHS, TUCKpUMiHaLii Ta KOHQMIKTIB. 31e0inb1Ioro e
3YMOBJIEHO CTepeoTunamu, Opakom iHdopmarii abo cTpaxoM KOHKYypeHIii 3a pecypcu (KHTIO, poOodi
MICII, comianbHi BUIUIATH). Y TaKii cUTyalii TONEPaHTHICTH TPOMaAM CTa€ KIIOUYOBHUM YHHHUKOM JUIS
yemimaoi inTerpaii BI1IO. Y nboMy KOHTEKCTI cOIliaibHI MPaIliBHAKY BiAITPalOTh HAI3BHUAWHO BAXKIIUBY
ponb. BoHM BHCTYMaroTh mocepemgHUKaMU MK NEPECENEHISIMH Ta MICIEBUM HACEIEHHSM, CIPHUSIOTh
HaJIaroJKEHHIO JIiaJIoTy, OPTaHi30BYIOTh IMPOCBITHUIIBKI KaMIlaHii Ta iHTErpamiidHi 3axold, a TaKOoX
HaJal0Th NEepeceCHIsIM MaTepialibHy, COLialIbHY Ta IMICUXOJIOTIYHY MIATPUMKY. [isTIbHICTE COLiaIbHOTO
MpaliBHUKA CIPSMOBaHA HE JIUIIE Ha TIO0IaHHsI YIIepeKeHb 1 KOH(IIKTIB, ale i Ha o0y I0BY COIiaIbHO
3rypTOBAaHOIO CYCHIJIbCTBA, J€ BCi IpOMaisHH, HE3AIEKHO BiJ IXHBOIO MHUHYJIOIO, MalOTh piBHI
MO>KJTMBOCTI JIJISI caMopeatizarii.

s crarTts mpucBsYeHa aHANi3y KIFOYOBOI POJIi COIIAILHOTO TMpaliBHUKA y (HOpMyBaHHI
TOJIEPAHTHOCTI TPOMAJIM JIO0 BHYTPINIHBO MEPEMIlICHUX 0cCi0. Y Hill po3risfaroThCs CYTHICTh MOHSTTS
TOJICPAHTHICTH Ta 1i 3HAYEHHS IS CTaOUTLHOTO (DYHKITIOHYBaHHS TPOMAaJIH, OCHOBHI BUKJIHMKH, 3 SIKUMH
crukatoteest BIIO mix yac inTerpanii y HoBe cepefoBuiue, pyHKIIl COiabHOTO NpaliBHUKA Y CTBOPEHHI
YMOB TS QIaITTallii IepecesIeHIIIB i TIO0JIAHHS YIIePeKEHb, TPUKIAIH YCITIITHIX IpakTHK podoTu 3 BITO
B YkpaiHi Ta kpaiHax €Bpomnu, peKOMeHJamii Uil MOKpameHHs POOOTH COLIaNbHUX CIYKO Yy LBOMY
Harpsami.OcoOauBy yBary NpUAICHO MOPIBHIHHIO YKPAaiHCHKOTO TOCBIY 13 MIDKHAPOIHUMU TIPAKTHKAMH.
Hanpuknan, y HiMeuunni micist mirpauiiiHoi kpusu 2015 poKy akTHBHO BIPOBaKYBaMCS MPOrPaMH
MDKKYJBTYPHOI KOMYHIKAIii, SKi 3HAYHO 3HIDKYBAIM PiBEHh HANPYTd MDK MICIICBUM HACEICHHSIM Ta
nepeceneHsIMU. AHaII3 TaKUX IPUKIAIIB JOIIOMarae 3po3yMiTH, sIK aAanTyBaTH MIKHAPOIHHUIA T0CBi 10
YKpaiHCHKUX peatii.

Axmyansnicmo 0ocnioycenna 0O0yMOBIIEHa HEOOXiNHICTIO He Jmmie e(eKTHBHOI
inTerpanii BI1O, ane i cTBOpeHHsI CyCIiJIbCTBA, JIe TOJIEPAHTHICTh € OCHOBOIO B3aEMUH MiX JIFOAbMU. LIst
myOikartist Oy/ie KOpUCHOO /IS COLliabHUX MPAIliBHUKIB, TPOMAJICHKUX JIiSTYiB, IPEACTaBHUKIB MiCIIEBOTO
CaMOBpSAyBaHHS, HAYKOBIIB 1 CTYJEHTIB, SIKi TOCIKYIOTh MPOOIEMATHKy BHYTPIIIHBO MEpPEeMilIeHIX
0ci0 Ta comianbHOI iHTeTparlii.

[ToOymoBa TOJIEPAHTHOTO CYCIUIBCTBA € BOKJIMBUM KPOKOM Ha IIISAXY JO MOZOJIaHHSA HACIIiIKIB
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KpH3H Ta 3a0€3MeUeHHS CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY YKpainu. CromiBaEMOCh, III0 MaTepialn CTaTTI CIPUATAMYTh
MOLIMPEHHIO Kpammx NpakTuk podotd 3 BIIO Ta gomoMoxyTe y (opMyBaHHI HOBUX MiAXOIIB M0
COLIANTbHOT 3TyPTOBAHOCTI.

Knwuosi cnoea: TonepaHTHiCTb, BHYTpiIHBbO mnepemimeHi ocobu (BIIO), couiansHa
3TypPTOBaHICTh, COLiaJIbHI MPANiBHUKY, IHTErpallis, yIepeKeHHs, TUCKpUMIHALLS, aJanTalis, coliajbHa
MATPUMKA, MICIIEBI TPOMATH.

Beryn: TonepaHTHICTB € OJJHI€I0 3 OCHOBHUX LIHHOCTEH Cy4acHOTO CyCIiJIbCTBA, sIKa 3a0e3Medye
rapMOHiIHE CIiBiICHYBaHHS JIIOJEH 3 PI3HUMH TOTJISIIaMH, BipyBaHHAMH, KYJIbTYPHUMH Ta COLiaTbHUMH
ocobuBocTsIMU. OcoOIMBO BAXKIIMBUM 1€ MTOHATTS CTAE Y KPU3OBI IIEPi0JIN, KOJIH COIiaNbHa 3TYPTOBAHICTh
CYCIIJIbCTBA TIPOXOJUTH MEpeBipKy Ha cTilikicTh. B Ykpaini, sika 3 2014 poky mepeOyBae B ymMoBax
BIICBKOBHX KOH(QUIIKTIB Ta COLIaJbHUX MOTPACIHb, TOJEPAHTHICTH BHCTYNAE HE JIMIIE MOPAJIbHOIO
KaTeropiero, a i HeoOXiJHO YMOBOIO IS MTOIOIAHHS HACTIAKIB MacIITaOHUX TIEPEMIIICHh HACEIIC HHS.

Bracnizok anekcii Kpumy y 2014 pomi, OGoiioBux giii Ha JloHOaci Ta moBHOMAacmTaOHOTO
BroprHeHHa Pocii y 2022 poui MIinbHOHM YKpaiHIB OynM 3MYyIIeHI 3aJUIINTH CBOi JIOMIBKHA Ta
MEepeMICTUTHCS 0 IHIIMX PETiOHIB KpaiHu. 3a maHuMu MixHapoAHoi oprasizauii 3 mirpanii (MOM),
KiTbKiCTh BHYTpImHBO mepemimenux ocid (BIIO) B Ykpaini Ha kinens 2024 poxy mepeBummia 5,1
MinbHOHA OCi0, 110 € PEKOPAHUM MOKa3HUKOM 32 BCIO icTOpito HezanexxHoi Ykpainu. Lli monn onuHummcs
y CKJIaJIHOMY CTaHOBHIIIi, BTPATUBIIN 3BUYHHUH YKJIa]] KHUTTS, CTaOLIBHICTD, )KUTIIO, pOOOTY Ta COMiabHI
3B’s3ku. llepeism 10 HOBUX TpoMaa CyNpOBOKYETHCS YHCICHHUMH BHUKIMKAMH: E€KOHOMIYHUMH
TPYAHOIIIAMH, TICHXOJIOTIYHIMHU TpaBMaMH, OpakoMm iH(opMallii Ta ynepePKeHHSIMH 3 OOKY MiCIIeBOTO
HaceJieHHs. baraTo mepeceneHuiB CTUKAIOTHCS 3 TUCKPUMIHALIIEIO, BiTUYBalOTh ce0e «Uy>KUMM» Y HOBHX
rpoMajiax Ta 4acTo MOTPEOYIOTh MIATPUMKH B MPOIICC] alanTarlii 0 HOBUX YMOB YKHTTS.

Ha ¢oni 1mux BHKIMKIB pOJNb COIiAIbHUX TMPAIiBHUKIB CTa€ 0COOJIMBO 3HAYymor. BoHn
BUCTYMaIOTh TNocepenaukamu Mixk BIIO Ta rpomagamu, cnpusiioud He JIMIIE BUPINICHHIO COIiajbHUX
mpo0JieM TiepeceNeHIlB, ane i (OPMyBaHHIO TOJIEPAHTHOTO CTABJICHHS J0 HUX y MICIEBUX MEIIKaHIIB.
Yepes indopmaliiini kammaHii, iHTerpamiiHi 3axo1y, Meiamiio y KOH(IIKTaX 1 HagaHHS MCUXO0JIOTTUHOT
JOTIOMOTH  COIiaJIbHI TIPAIiBHAKK CTBOPIOIOTH YMOBHU JJISi HAJIArO/DKEHHS B3a€EMOPO3YMIHHA MiXK
MepeceNieHLsIMI Ta TpoMaZaMu. PiBeHb TOJEPAaHTHOCTI B CYCHIUJIBCTBI € Ba)XKJIMBUM MOKAa3HUKOM HOTO
3piJIOCTI Ta 34aTHOCTI A0 afanTallii y Kpnu3oBi 9acu. DopMyBaHHS TOJEPAHTHOTO CTABIICHHS € CKIIQJHUM i
JOBIOTPUBAIMM TPOILIECOM, SIKWH MOTpeOye 3ycHib He Jiniie 3 OOKy AepikaBH, aje il 3 OOKy KOXHOTO
rpoOMaJTHUHA, MICIIEBUX OPTaHIB BN, TPOMAJCHKUX OpraHi3alliid Ta colliaabHuX NpamiBHUKIB. CaMe IXHs
JISUTBHICTB CIIPHAE 3MIITHEHHIO COLIaNbHOI 3TypTOBaHOCTI, CTBOPEHHIO CHPUSATIUBUX YMOB JUIsl iHTErpaii
BIIO Ta 3MeHIIeHHIO piBHS coLiaidbHOI Hampyru. Po3yMmiHHS 3Ha4Y€HHS TOJEPAHTHOCTI Ta e(peKTHBHA
peaizamis i mpuHOUIIB Y po6oTi 3 BIIO MOXyTh cTaTn 0CHOBOO AJIst TOOYAOBU OLTBIN CTA0ITEHOTO Ta
3TypPTOBAHOTO CYCIIBCTBA, SIKE 3/1aTHE J0JIaTH BUKIMKH Cy4acHOTO CBITY.

Mema: Amnaniz poini coUiaJibHOTO MpaliBHUKAa Yy ()OPMYyBaHHI TOJIEPAaHTHOCTI TPOMaad [0
BHYTPILIHBO MepeMimeHnx oci0. JlocmiKeHHs cipssMoBaHe Ha BUCBITIIEHHS! OCHOBHUX BHUKIIUKIB, 3 SIKUMHU
ctukaroThest BIIO, Ta migxoxiB mo ixHboi iHTerpamii B HOBI rpoMaan. OcoOnuBY yBary NpHIUICHO
MPaKTUYHUM IHCTPYMEHTaM, SIKi COLlialIbHI MPAIliBHUKH BUKOPUCTOBYIOTH AJISI TIOAOJIAHHS YIEpeIKeHb,
3HW)KEHHS COLIaJbHOI HAampyrd Ta CTBOPEHHS yMOB AJs ajanTauii nepeceneHuiB. BiamosimHo mo
MOCTaBJIEHOT METH IepeAdadacTbCsl BUPILICHHS HACTYITHUX 3aBIaHb:

Po3kputH CyTHICTh IOHATTS TOJIEPAHTHOCTI Ta 11 3HAYCHHS JJIS COIIaIbHOT 3TYPTOBAHOCTI TPOMAT.

[IpoananizyBaT 0CHOBHI npoOnemu, 3 sikumu ctukaroThest BIIO y mporeci inTerpanii B rpomany.

Busnauntu poss comianbHOTO MparfiBHUKA y (GOPMYBaHHI TOJEPAHTHOT'O CTABJICHHS TPOMAIH J0
BIIO.

Hamatn nmpukiagy yCHimmHUX NPaKTHK pOOOTH COIIAIbHUX TPAIliBHUKIB B YKpaiHi Ta KpaiHax
€Bponu.

OOrpyHTYBaTH HEOOXITHICTH BIPOBAIKEHHS CUCTEMHOTO TAX0Y 10 (hOpMYBaHHS TOJIEPAHTHOCTI
B TpOMajax.

Tolerance is a fundamental value that determines the level of maturity and humanity of any society.
In today's world, characterized by frequent crises, migration, and social tension, tolerance is becoming not
only a moral but also a practical tool for ensuring stability and social cohesion. This concept is particularly
important for Ukraine, which since 2014 has faced unprecedented challenges related to internal population
displacement. The annexation of Crimea, military actions in Donbas, and Russia's full-scale invasion in
2022 have led to the mass displacement of millions of Ukrainians. According to the International
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Organization for Migration (IOM), as of the end of 2024, there were over 5.1 million internally displaced
persons (IDPs) registered in Ukraine. This is the largest number of displaced persons in the history of
independent Ukraine. These people, having left their homes, lost not only their housing and jobs, but also
their sense of stability, social ties, and part of their identity. The process of integrating IDPs into new
communities is complex and multifaceted. Despite the willingness of many communities to help displaced
persons, there are numerous cases of prejudice, discrimination, and conflict. This is largely due to
stereotypes, lack of information, or fear of competition for resources (housing, jobs, social benefits). In
such a situation, community tolerance becomes a key factor for the successful integration of IDPs. In this
context, social workers play an extremely important role. They act as mediators between IDPs and the local
population, facilitate dialogue, organize educational campaigns and integration events, and provide IDPs
with material, social, and psychological support. The work of social workers is aimed not only at
overcoming prejudices and conflicts, but also at building a socially cohesive society where all citizens,
regardless of their past, have equal opportunities for self-realization.

This article is devoted to analyzing the key role of social workers in shaping community tolerance
towards internally displaced persons. It examines the essence of the concept of tolerance and its importance
for the stable functioning of the community, the main challenges faced by IDPs during their integration into
a new environment, the role of social workers in creating conditions for the adaptation of displaced persons
and overcoming prejudices, examples of successful practices in working with IDPs in Ukraine and
European countries, and recommendations for improving the work of social services in this area. Particular
attention is paid to comparing Ukrainian experience with international practices. For example, in Germany,
after the 2015 migration crisis, intercultural communication programs were actively implemented, which
significantly reduced tensions between the local population and displaced persons. Analysis of such
examples helps to understand how to adapt international experience to Ukrainian realities.

The relevance of the study is due to the need not only for effective integration of IDPs, but
also for the creation of a society where tolerance is the basis of human relations. This publication will be
useful for social workers, public figures, local government representatives, researchers, and students who
study the issues of internally displaced persons and social integration.

Building a tolerant society is an important step towards overcoming the consequences of the crisis
and ensuring the sustainable development of Ukraine. We hope that the materials in this article will
contribute to the dissemination of best practices in working with IDPs and help to shape new approaches
to social cohesion. Keywords: Tolerance, internally displaced persons (IDPs), social cohesion, social
workers, integration, prejudice, discrimination, adaptation, social support, local communities.

Introduction: Tolerance is one of the core values of modern society, ensuring the harmonious
coexistence of people with different views, beliefs, cultural and social characteristics. This concept becomes
especially important in times of crisis, when the social cohesion of society is tested for resilience. In
Ukraine, which has been in a state of military conflict and social upheaval since 2014, tolerance is not only
a moral category but also a necessary condition for overcoming the consequences of large-scale population
displacement.

As a result of the annexation of Crimea in 2014, hostilities in Donbas, and Russia's full-scale
invasion in 2022, millions of Ukrainians were forced to leave their homes and move to other regions of the
country. According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the number of internally
displaced persons (IDPs) in Ukraine exceeded 5.1 million by the end of 2024, a record high in the history
of independent Ukraine. These people found themselves in a difficult situation, having lost their familiar
way of life, stability, housing, jobs, and social ties. Moving to new communities is accompanied by
numerous challenges: economic difficulties, psychological trauma, lack of information, and prejudice from
the local population. Many IDPs face discrimination, feel like “outsiders” in their new communities, and
often need support in adapting to their new living conditions.

Tolerance is critically important in crisis situations, such as internal displacement due to war. It
should be seen as the ability of society to accept and respect the diversity of people, their beliefs, and their
cultural, religious, and social differences. The UNESCO Declaration of Principles on Tolerance (1995)
defines tolerance as “respect, acceptance and proper understanding of the rich diversity of our world's
cultures.” In the context of working with internally displaced persons (IDPs), tolerance means not only
accepting displaced persons as part of the community, but also creating conditions for their integration
without discrimination and prejudice. Its level determines how successfully the community will be able to
ensure stability, social cohesion, and effective support for IDPs. In the context of working with internally
displaced persons (IDPs), tolerance means not only accepting migrants as part of the community, but also
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creating conditions for their integration without discrimination and prejudice. Internally displaced persons
(IDPs) face multifaceted problems that require systematic solutions at both the local and national levels.
These challenges encompass social, economic, psychological, and informational aspects of their lives. One
of the main problems faced by IDPs is social isolation, which arises from a lack of support in new
communities and prejudice on the part of local residents. IDPs are often perceived as “outsiders” who are
claiming community resources: social assistance, housing, or jobs. In 2015, 32% of IDPs from Donetsk
Oblast reported that they had encountered rejection and tension in their relations with local residents. The
reasons for this were competition for jobs, insufficient resources for assistance, and the spread of
stereotypes about “privileges” for IDPs (data from the International Organization for Migration, IOM). A
similar situation is typical for modern European countries; during the 2015 migration crisis in Germany, a
similar situation was observed. Local residents in small towns believed that refugees received more support
from the state than they did. This caused social tension and conflicts, which were partially resolved through
integration programs that included meetings between refugees and local communities and awareness
campaigns. One of the most acute problems for IDPs is employment. Many displaced persons lose their
jobs due to displacement and face difficulties in finding new jobs due to a lack of qualifications, high
competition, or a lack of jobs in the region. According to a 2023 UNHCR report, 65% of IDPs in Ukraine
said they faced difficulties in finding employment. It was most difficult to find work in rural communities
and small towns, where the labor market is limited. For example, in the Kharkiv region, IDPs often took
seasonal or low-paid jobs that did not match their qualifications. In Poland, which took in over a million
Ukrainian IDPs in 2022-2023, many IDPs also faced difficulties in finding employment. According to data
from the Polish Ministry of Labor, 40% of IDPs were forced to work in low-paying jobs, despite their
higher education and experience. The Polish government has introduced retraining programs that have
helped some IDPs adapt to the local labor market. It should also be noted that moving to new communities
and losing their familiar way of life causes serious psychological stress for many IDPs. They often
experience anxiety, depression, uncertainty, and social isolation, especially if they do not have support from
their family or community. In addition to material support, psychological assistance is an important
condition for the successful integration of IDPs. Social workers help IDPs overcome anxiety, stress, and
isolation. In 2023, crisis centers were operating in the Cherkasy region, where specialists, together with
psychologists, provided counseling, particularly for children and the elderly. Such initiatives facilitate
adaptation to new living conditions..

Another important area of social workers' activities is the development of community initiatives
that promote mutual understanding between IDPs and local residents. For example, in the Vinnytsia region,
with the support of international organizations, the “Communities for All” project was implemented, which
included training sessions, workshops, and integration events. This helped reduce tensions and foster a
culture of tolerance. The experience of European countries confirms that the active participation of social
workers in integration creates the basis for a cohesive and sustainable society.

In 2022, according to IOM surveys, 80% of IDPs reported high levels of stress caused by
uncertainty about the future. However, only 40% of them sought help from psychologists because they
were unaware of the availability of services or were embarrassed to talk about their problems. In Sweden,
which took in a significant number of refugees during the migration crisis, the government introduced
psychological support programs for displaced persons, including individual and group counseling. This
helped reduce anxiety among IDPs and facilitated their integration into the community. Many IDPs face
information barriers, not knowing what services are available in their new communities. This limits their
ability to access social, medical, or material assistance. In 2023, the IOM reported that over 50% of IDPs
in small communities did not know how to contact local authorities for help. In many regions, information
was not available online or was not disseminated among displaced persons. In Germany, information
support for displaced persons has become one of the priorities during integration. Multilingual online
platforms were created where refugees could learn about available services, employment programs, and
language courses. For example, the Ankommen platform has helped thousands of refugees obtain
information about jobs, housing, and legal support.

Thus, the challenges faced by IDPs are multifaceted and require a comprehensive solution. To
overcome these problems, Ukraine needs to draw on the experience of European countries to improve its
approaches to IDP integration, based on the principles of tolerance, equality, and mutual respect. It also
needs to empower social services and take into account the role of social workers as intermediaries between
IDPs and the community in fostering tolerance:
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1. Implement integration programs that reduce social isolation and promote mutual understanding
between IDPs and local residents.

2. Implement retraining programs and create jobs for IDPs.

3. Ensure access to guality psychological assistance, especially in crisis situations.

4. Improve communication between authorities and IDPs by creating information platforms and
disseminating information in an accessible form.

5. Social workers act as intermediaries between IDPs and the community, performing several key
functions:

1. Informing the community. Social workers organize information campaigns to explain the issues
faced by IDPs. For example, in 2019, educational events were held for local residents in the Lviv region,
involving psychologists and IDPs who shared their stories. This helped reduce prejudice by 20% (UNHCR
data).

2. Integration activities. Social workers organize joint cultural, sports, and educational events where
IDPs and local residents can interact. For example, as part of the East and West Together program in the
Vinnytsia region, integration meetings were held that helped strengthen ties between communities.

3. Psychological support. Social workers provide access to psychological counseling for IDPs,
helping them to overcome stress and adapt to new conditions. In Germany, during the 2015 migration crisis,
a model of mobile support groups was actively used to work with displaced persons.

4. Mediation in conflicts. Social workers help resolve conflicts that arise between displaced persons
and the local population.

After 2014, many communities in Ukraine faced difficulties in integrating IDPs due to prejudice
among the local population. For example, in 2015, a survey was conducted in the Zaporizhzhia region,
which showed that 25% of local residents perceived IDPs as “competitors” for social benefits and jobs.
This was especially true in rural communities, where resources are limited. However, over time, the
situation began to change thanks to the active work of social workers, civil society organizations, and local
administrations. For example, in 2017, the Lviv region implemented the “East and West Together” project,
which included integration activities and joint training sessions for IDPs and local residents. This helped
reduce social tension and increase the level of tolerance in the community. After 2022, due to the mass
displacement of the population, the issue of tolerance became even more relevant. For example, in the
Dnipropetrovsk region, training sessions were held for local residents with the involvement of
psychologists, who explained how to avoid conflicts and promote the integration of IDPs. Such initiatives
have significantly improved the perception of IDPs in communities. In 2023, social workers in the
Vinnytsia region organized joint workshops for local residents and IDPs on conflict resolution and cultural
understanding as part of the “Communities for All” program. As a result, over 70% of participants said that
after taking part in the events, their attitude toward displaced persons became more positive. To reduce
conflicts between IDPs and local residents in the Kharkiv region, open meditation meetings were organized
in 2022 with the participation of psychologists, local leaders, and social workers. These events helped
reduce the number of conflicts and complaints in communities. In addition to psychological support,
socialization through participation in community initiatives and educational programs plays an important
role in the integration process of IDPs. For example, in 2023, the “United Community” project was
launched in the Odesa region, which included joint events for IDP children and local residents. This helped
create a friendly environment for young people, promoting the formation of tolerant attitudes from
childhood. A mentoring program for IDPs was also implemented in the Kyiv region, where local
entrepreneurs helped displaced persons adapt to their new environment by providing advice on employment
and business management.

It is also necessary to take into account the importance of information support for IDPs, as they
often face difficulties in accessing up-to-date information on housing, employment and social services. For
example, in 2023, “IDP Support Centers” were established in Dnipropetrovska oblast, where social workers
provided legal advice and assistance with paperwork. In the first six months of operation, more than 10,000
IDPs received the necessary information and support. Similar initiatives have also been successfully
implemented in European countries, for example, in Germany through the Ankommen platform, which has
greatly facilitated the adaptation of IDPs to the new environment.

European countries that hosted millions of refugees during the 2015 migration crisis have
demonstrated the importance of tolerance for the stability of society. In Germany, the “Wir schaffen das”
(“We will do it”) program organized multicultural festivals, integration courses, and meetings between local
residents and refugees in communities. For example, in Bavaria, such events helped reduce prejudice by
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30%. The Ankommen platform helped IDPs find information on housing, jobs, social assistance, and
integration courses.

Thanks to the platform, 90% of IDPs reported improved awareness of available services. In Poland,
which hosted more than 1.5 million Ukrainian IDPs in 2022-2023, the government supported the
organization of Polish language courses and created information platforms that explained IDPs their rights
and opportunities. For example, the program “Solidarni z Ukraing” helped strengthen ties between IDPs
and communities.

In 2022-2023, the situation became much more complicated due to the massive displacement
of people caused by the full-scale war. This scale of internal migration has placed a significant burden on
host communities, which in turn has exacerbated the problem of adaptation and integration. According to
I0M, 40% of internally displaced persons have faced prejudice from the local population. This indicates
the existence of deep-rooted stereotypes and a lack of tolerance in some communities. In addition, 50% of
residents of host communities believed that the amount of assistance provided to IDPs exceeded the
available resources of the community, which provoked a sense of injustice and social tension. All of this
emphasizes the urgency of implementing a systematic approach to IDP integration, which should be based
not only on humanitarian support, but also on long-term planning, strategic resource management, and
coordinated interaction between all levels of government.

As we can see, building tolerance in communities is a multifaceted process that requires a
comprehensive and systematic approach. In the context of the growing number of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) due to military operations, annexation of territories and social crises, the implementation of
systemic measures to ensure social cohesion is becoming an urgent need. Tolerance for IDPs is not a purely
social or cultural category.

It is a multi-component challenge that encompasses:

Economic aspects (competition for jobs and resources);

Psychological aspects (stress and trauma of IDPs, prejudice of local residents);

Information aspects (lack of awareness of IDP issues and available resources).

The following measures should be taken to address these issues:

Informing and educating the community, as outreach is a basic component of building tolerance.
Disseminating information about IDPs, their problems and contribution to community development helps
to break down stereotypes.

Organization of integration activities. Given that tolerance is formed through joint activities,
integration events, such as cultural festivals, trainings, and joint volunteer projects, allow IDPs and local
residents to interact on equal terms.

Psychological support. Emotional stability is an important condition for building positive
relationships between IDPs and communities. Psychological support helps IDPs overcome stress and helps
local residents overcome their fears of “outsiders.”

Cooperation between the authorities, social services and civil society organizations. A systemic
approach is impossible without coordinating the efforts of various structures. This includes::

1. financial support for state integration programs;

2. involvement of civil society organizations to work on the ground;

3. creation of local platforms for information exchange.

Training of social workers. Social workers are key agents of change in communities. Their training
to work with IDPs, development of mediation and conflict management skills contributes to the
effectiveness of tolerance building measures.

Conclusion

Building tolerance in communities towards internally displaced persons is a key factor in social cohesion
and stability in times of crisis. Ukrainian and European experience shows that tolerance does not arise
naturally - its formation requires a comprehensive approach that includes community awareness, integration
measures, psychological support and cooperation between different levels of government, social workers
and NGOs. Tolerance helps to reduce social tension, strengthen mutual understanding between IDPs and
the local population, and creates conditions for economic activity of IDPs and community development.
Successful integration of IDPs is not only a moral obligation of the society, but also a guarantee of its
sustainable development. To achieve this goal, it is necessary to implement a systematic approach based
on the experience of European countries and taking into account our own experience since 2014, which
will help ensure comprehensive support for both IDPs and host communities.
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